ASK NOT WHAT THE CHURCH CAN DO FOR YOU . . .

I. Introduction:
A. Let me present to you a hypothetical that is all to close to the real.

“Church was awful Sunday! It all began when someone took my seat. The nerve! For 10 years I have sat with my family on the third row back on the right side of the building. Oh, not so this past Sunday! Instead, I was forced to sit behind those fidgety teenagers and to make things worse, the folks behind be brought the world’s loudest 2-year-old to church. I did not even get to concentrate on the announcements or the prayer. Why didn’t they take him to the nursery? The singing was terrible last Sunday! The song leader was three steps too low and led the song way to slow. The preacher preached an average sermon, you know three points, a few Greek words and a joke! I did not get much out of the sermon — it did not really apply to me. Then, to top it all off, we got out late again. Doesn’t that preacher realize that the local restaurants start to fill up around 12:00 P.M.? It just seems like church does not offer me much anymore. ”

1. Am I exaggerating?

2. Is the Lord’s church, a place to be served rather than to serve?

· In our fast food society it is easy to be critical of the assembly of the Lord’s church and church life in general. (Do not like the service, complain).

· Many people are looking for a church to serve their needs instead of a place where they can come to serve God and serve others.  Youth services, Church entertainment, Band, etc.

B. I want to quote for you a speech, one which may well be familiar to some of our older folks:

“In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I do not shrink from this responsibility--I welcome it. I do not believe that any of us would exchange places with any other people or any other generation. The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our country and all who serve it--and the glow from that fire can truly light the world.”

“And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you--ask what you can do for your country.”

“My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, but what together we can do for the freedom of man.”
1. Who said it? Inaugural Address, President John F. Kennedy, Washington, D.C., January 20, 1961.

2. I want to use that middle statement and say: “Ask not what the church can do for you, but what you can do for the church . . . ask not what the church can do for you, but what together we can do for the true freedom of mankind.”

II. Those who serve: Soldiers -  Trained Volunteers – US Soldiers/Christian Soldiers
· Trained for battle, protected with armor, and armed – Eph. 6
· Volunteers – We commit ourselves to God through love... not coercion
1 The. 5:14-18 - Description of the soldiers of God

A. v 14 - Admonish the unruly – 

· From Problem to Profit - About 100 years ago there was a candlestick maker who often stopped at a market and bought a fish for his evening meal. It was wrapped in ordinary paper which became soggy, and the passengers on the street car always complained about the odor.  One morning he dipped the paper in molten wax. That day he wrapped his fish in the treated paper.  It did not become soggy, and there was no odor.  That is how waxed paper was born. Got a problem? Do not curse it. Look for a cure.
· Heb. 12:15 – “See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root  of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be denied;”
· Galations 6:1 “Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted.”

· The faithful soldier is not unruly but dutiful and always at his post – Opportunity to serve and Attend

B. v14 - Encourage the Fainthearted - Rely on brothers in arms – 
· Heb 3:13 “But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called ‘Today’, lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” 

· 1 Cor. 12:26 Paul talking about the members of the body, God’s soldiers.... “And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.”

· We are part of a larger group – The body of Christ – If the body is ailing do we not feel it? 

C. v14 - Helps/defends the weak – serve and protect 
· One of Aesop's fables tells of four oxen who were such great friends that they always kept together when feeding. A lion watched them for many days with longing eyes, but never being able to find one apart from the rest, was afraid to attack them. Whenever he came near they turned their tails to one another so that whichever way he approached them he was met by horns. At length he succeeded in awakening jealousy among them, which grew into a mutual aversion, and they strayed a considerable distance from each other. The lion then fell upon them singly and killed them all.  The moral is, "United we stand, divided we fall."
· How did America Respond to 911 or during E. blackout?  Some stocked up...others outpoured support.

· How about the church? How should God’s soldiers react? 
·  Heb. 13:2 “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.”  Romans 15:1 “ Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just please ourselves.”

· The Church in Acts 2:44-47 is our ex.  The church grew rapidly with love and giving of God’s soldiers.

D. v14 - Be patient with all men – US Soldiers wanted peace before war / UN / 40 Other countries 

· Show men of the world proper example  -  New Christians with heart asking questions.

· Why should we be patient?  2 reasons:

· James 1:19-20   Point US – “anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.”  

· 2 tim. 2:24-26  Point Opposition – “…so men may escape the will of the Devil…”
E. v15 – See that no one repays evil for evil – 

The first mate on a certain vessel, yielding to temptation, became drunk for the first time in his life. The captain entered in the ship's log, "Mate drunk today." The mate implored the captain to remove it from the record, saying if the ship's owners saw it he would lose his post, and the captain well knew it was his first offense. But the obdurate captain refused, saying, "This is the fact, and into the log it goes." Some days afterward, the mate was keeping the log. After giving the latitude and longitude, the run for the day, the wind and the sea, he made this entry: "Captain sober today." The indignant captain protested, saying that it would leave an altogether false impression in the minds of the owners of the vessel, as if it were an unusual thing for him to be sober. But the mate answered as the captain had, "This is the fact, and into the log it goes."
· What do we have to gain as Christians by seeking vengeance?  Souls who will enjoy the knowledge of God’s Grace.

· v16 - Rejoices always – Soldiers spirits high – don’t be pulled down by surroundings

· Phillipians 2:14-18   Do everything without complaining or arguing so that you may be blameless and innocent, God's children without any faults among a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine like stars in the world as you hold out the word of life. Then I can boast in the day of Christ that I did not run in vain or work hard in vain. Yet even if I am being poured out like an offering as part of the sacrifice and service I offer for your faith, I rejoice, and I share my joy with all of you. In the same way, you also should rejoice and share your joy with me.
· – What difference does rejoicing make?  Sets us apart from the world.

· In whom are we rejoicing?  Jesus and for his grace given. Don’t make his sacrifice in vain.

F. v17 - Pray without ceasing – Delight hearing from headquarters – motivates, reassures.

· v18 - Give thanks for each and every victory and blessing.  

· Paul tells us to: Col. 3:17 And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

1) 2 Cor. 4:15  - For all things are for your sakes, that the grace, being multiplied through the many, may cause the thanksgiving to abound unto the glory of God. 
· Why give thanks?  We don’t deserve the grace given, but it is given anyway.

III.  Duties of Good Soldiers
A. Two Commands: “Love God, Love Your Fellow Man” (Matt. 22:34-39).
1. God’s nature is unselfishness — seen in the offering of His Son (John 3:16). 

2. God expects the same of us

· 1 John 3:17 – “But whoever has the world’s goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?”

3. Congregations Should Be The Most Unselfish Places On Earth!
· James 1:22-27


***************************************************************************

B. THE GREAT COMMISSION

· There are many churches that seem to be growing but are actually dying.  

1. The auditorium is full but it is because of the new industry in town bringing Christians in.  The new birth isn't taking place.

2. It may be because a perverted gospel is being preached and births are taking place - but not into the family of God.

3. It may be because the church has become liberal enough to be popular -- right programs, right image.  A lot of people are being "helped" but there are no new births into God's family – Homosexual Bishop

4. There are many churches that are strong against false doctrine, give their money to good causes, yet, they are dying.  There are no new births taking place.

5. Just like an earthly family, when there are no births  the family is dying. 

***************************

· Rom. 10:17:  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
· The word cannot be effective unless it makes contact with those who need the new birth. 

· The Word will have no effect and there will be NO New Births if the Word is not preached.

· The Great Commission - Matt. 28:18-20
· THE DUTY OF PREACHING THE WORD IS GIVEN TO ALL IN THE CHURCH.

1. The commission was given to the apostles.

2. The apostles were commanded "teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you."

· ANYONE CAN DO IT!

         1) If every store in your favorite mall were having a 70% off price sale, couldn't you tell someone?

         2) If Wal-Mart was having a 3 for the price of 1 sale on Power Tools, couldn't you tell someone?

         3) If the Electric company was about to triple your electric rates couldn't you warn your neighbor?

         4) If you were holding a garage sale couldn't you effectively advertise it?

· How would you do it?

2) Phone – Call all those you know?

3) Mail.  US, E-mail.

4) Fax.

5) Post a message on a bulletin board, internet.

6) Pass out flyers.

7) Signs on every street corner.

8) Ads in the paper.

9) Knock on someone's door.

· Can you:

1) Teach a simple Bible lesson?

2) Tell someone about available study opportunities?

3) Hand someone a tract?

4) Drive others to church

5) Make a meal

6) Buy groceries

7) Spare Change

8) Teach someone a skill?  Crochette?  Woodwork?  Computer?  English? How to shoot a basket?

9) Help someone w/house chores

10) Make a pie – Grandma
Sharing the word of God, being a good example, and doing good works!  That is Christianity!
V. Conclusion

A. Let me set a different scene than the one presented earlier.
Church was unreal last Sunday! I offered a visitor my seat and ended up taking him to lunch. It turns out that our children attend the same school. The songs were so beautiful. I love to see the tears of my fellow saints fall while we sing together “How Great Thou Art.” The preacher poured his heart out, and I took to heart every verse he quoted from the word of God. I love going to church. It was great to have members hug me and tell me that they continued to pray for me and my struggles. I was even able to encourage another who was facing a similar problem. I cannot wait to invite others to come with me next week. 

· I have seen this!  At our Church!

B. I say again, “Ask Not What The Church Can Do For You, But What You Can Do For The Church 
