JUDE
I. Introduction
A. Date: 61-62 AD

B. Purpose: Concern over Apostasy
1. Apostasy: Falling away from one’s religious teachings

II. Vs. 1-2 – Greeting
A. Author: Jude

1. Brother of James, who was the brother of Jesus - Thus, Jude is the brother of Jesus

B. Audience: Christians

1. Sanctified – Heb. 10:9-10
2. Preserved/Kept/guarded – I Jn. 2:5
3. Called – All are called, but we speak of those who have answered – I Cor. 1:22-24
III. Vs. 3-4 – In His Writings About the Salvation in Christ, A critical Concern Came Up
A. “Contend for faith once for all delivered” – That is follow in the truth of the Gospel.
1. Note the word contend.  In the Greek it means, “Struggle”.
a. We should never take our responsibility to be in the Word lightly.

2. “Once for all delivered”

a. We don’t need revelations, we don’t need direct Spirit guidance or promptings

b. Col. 1:23

c. We don’t need dreams, or miracles.

d. Gal 1:8 - But though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach unto you any gospel other than that which we preached unto you, let him be anathema.

B. Why the Exhortation to Contend for the Faith?

1. Concern about ungodly persons who were false teachers
a. These folks came in unnoticed.
· Notice the word crept
· This means they were intentionally trying not to be noticed.
b. Their actions resulted in Licentiousness
· Licentiousness – According to Thayer’s – “Unbridled Lust”
c. Their actions were a denial of Christ – Titus 1:15-16
2. So who were these ungodly people?
a. It is likely they were Antinomians.
b. We discussed Gnosticism in Galatians, Ephesians, and Colossians
· Gnosticism has its roots before Christianity and is associated with Polytheism.
c. Antinomians were Gnostics who believed:
· Flesh was sinful and spirit was holy, nothing could be done in flesh to corrupt spirit.

· This led Christians to be engaged in all types of sinful behaviors.
C. Consequently, Jude shows urgency in addressing this issue with the Churches.
IV. Vs. 5-16 – Jude Stresses Consequences of Straying From the Word of God
A. Vs. 5 - “You know all things once for all”

1. Note: Gnosticism also relates itself to “Special Knowledge”
a. It is through the “Special Knowledge” that they obtain salvation.

2. Jude battles this by now twice stating the Christians knew what they were supposed to know.

a. This is the same knowledge which Paul tells us:

b. Eph 3:3 - …by revelation was made known unto me the mystery, as I wrote before in few words,  whereby, when ye read, ye can perceive my understanding in the mystery of Christ;

3. Point 1,2:

a. God’s Word of Salvation has been shared to the world in complete.

b. The Word of Salvation is completely understandable.
B. Vs. 5-7 - Jude Now Gives 3 Scriptural Examples of Folks Acting Against the Word of God

1. Israel - Their disbelieve was shown from the moment they hit the red sea.
2. Disobedient Angels  
a. These angels went beyond what they had been given Authority.

· They became servants of satan.

b. Thus, the language of them leaving their abode is the same as saying 

· “Do you know your place?”
3. Sodom and Gomorrah and its cities
a. “these” refers back to Sodom and Gomorrah

b. They are subjected to eternal fire because of their immorality.

4. Point 3: Acting contrary to God’s Word results in condemnation.
a. “…YET….” Vs. 8 
C. Vs. 8 – Gnostics of Vs. 3-4 are like the folks of 5-7.

1. What makes them think they won’t meet the same destruction?

a. The truth, which they know, shows they will be destroyed.
b. This is based on three actions (in reverse order as presented):
· Defiling the flesh – Sodom and Gomorrah
· Rejecting Authority – Satan’s Angels
· Reviling dignities – Israel’ grumbled about deliverance from Red Sea to Canaan.
2. Let’s define some terms
a. Dreaming: Thayers Greek Dictionary – “beguiled with sensual images and carried away to an impious course of conduct.”
b. Revile – Blaspheme, speak evil about, speak to cause injury, to someone or something.
c. Dignities - The word is the Greek doxa.
· This means something good, worthy of praise, honor, glory, or chosen of God.
3. Thus in context with Israel – They grumbled about the blessed deliverance God gave them.
4. In context of Jude, the immoral Gnostics were speaking evil of the good God commanded.
a. Is. 5:20-25
b. Thus, the Gnostics actions were condemned in both Old and New Testaments…
D. Vs. 9 – Jude Further Demonstrates the Boldness of the Gnostics Teachings.
1. Jude gives us information about a conversation Michael and Satan had.
a. The details are not important, but involved the body of Moses.
b. The important point Jude brings up is Michael’s actions.
c. Michael did not use a railing judgment, that is speak evil, of Satan.
· Opposing someone to support truth does not require poor conduct or poor speech.
· (Railing is from the same root as Revile from vs. 8)
2. Consider: If Michael would not speak evil against Satan who is not good…
a. Why would these Gnostics be so bold as to speak evil of good? (Last pt. vs. 8)
b. Why would men today berate good things and people?
E. Vs. 10 – These things are what the False Teaching Gnostics do.
1. They speak evil of what they don’t understand – that which is good and morally pure.
2. They speak evil of what they know naturally – God and His authority – (Romans 1:20-21)
3. Their unreasonable behavior brings about destruction.
4. 2 Pet 2:1-12 – Similar Text From Peter.
F. Vs. 11 – Woe to the False Teachers
1. How Sad the state they are in.  How Terrible!

a. Cain – Defiled the flesh through Murder – Gen. 4
b. Balaam – Rejected the Authority of God to satisfy his greed. – Num. 22  (2 Peter 2:15-17)
c. Korah – Spoke Evil against Moses whom God had chosen – Num. 16
2. All of these men were condemned because of their actions.
a. The false teacher will end up in the same situation.

3. Point 4:  Defiling the Flesh, Rejecting Authority, and Speaking evil of good leads to destruction.

G. Vs. 12-13 – False Teachers Have No Conscience (2 Peter 2:13)
1. Though at feasts which are to be a demonstration of Love, they are a danger to souls.

a. They don’t care about Love, only themselves.

2. Clouds without rain give false hope, the wind makes them unreliable.
3. Trees uprooted and bearing no fruit – Gave no benefit.

4. Wild Waves – Isaiah 57:20
5. Wandering Stars – Shooting – Here and Gone.
6. False teachers have an eternal dark place awaiting them - 2 Pet. 2:17
H. Vs. 14-16 – Enoch spoke of Judgment to come to false teachers

1. At time there was a widely known Gnostic book said to have been by Enoch entitled: “The book of Enoch”.
2. Jude is not accepting that, but rather, he states a true prophecy that Enoch, a man of God, said.
3. Jude is pointing out that Enoch prophesied the Judgment of False teachers.
4. He finishes with an appropriate description.
5. Point 5 – False Teachers Will Be Convicted and Punished for their Actions.

V. Vs. 17-23 – Call To Remembrance and Encouragement

A. Vs. 17-19 – Jude Calls to the Christians Attention the Words of the Apostles
1. There are mockers and false teachers of God’s Word who will tell you:

a. You can socially drink

b. You can live with one another before marriage.

c. You can wear what you want it’s the other person’s problem.

d. You can marry the same sex

e. You can murder your unborn child

f. You can remarry regardless of divorce circumstance.

g. You can skip church for other events.

h. You can get by without Bible Study.

i. You can worship in any way that makes you feel closer to God.
2. We have been through the Patriarchal and Mosaic Ages.

a. Jude lived in the Christian Dispensation.

· So do we.

b. Jude lived in the last days.

· So do we.

3. So what do we do?

B. Vs. 20-23 – How to Make It Safely Through the Last Days
1. Regarding Ourselves: John 14:15, I Thess 5, Heb. 10:25 describe a Christian Walk
a. Build yourself up in the Faith.
· What is the faith?  It is what has been “once and for all delivered.”
· It is the Word.

· How do you build yourself up in it?

· Study and application to your life.
b. Pray in the Spirit

· That is according to the instruction of the Word of truth.

c. Keep yourself in the Love of God
· Keep his commandments, encourage one another, gather together.
d. Be on Alert for Christ’s return

· Do not quit.  Be like a servant who expects the master home at any moment.
2. Regarding Others

a. Reassure the doubters

b. Correct the Erring

c. Be careful of the worldly
VI. Vs. 24-25 – Jude Closes His Letter

A. He Does So Reminding Us In Christ, We Can Overcome The World

1. I Cor. 10:13 - There hath no temptation taken you but such as man can bear: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation make also the way of escape, that ye may be able to endure it.
B. He Does So Acknowledging The Glory of God

1. Final Point: It is only by the power of God through Christ that we have Salvation.
