Jonah

I. Introduction

A. Author - Jonah
B. Date/Prophets
1. Elijah 900’s BC / Elisha - 892-832 BC
2. Jonah in 800-750 BC – earliest of all the books of prophets
3. 751 BC - Hosea / Amos 
4. 745-695 BC - Micah / Isaiah - Captivity of Israel by Assyria – 721 BC

C. History/Background
1. Jonah is first mentioned in the Bible in II Kings 14:25
2. Jonah lived before and during the Reign of Jeroboam II King of Israel (wicked)
3. Jonah Likely preached during reign of Assurdan III – King of Assyria
4. Jonah fled from the Lord from Joppa to avoid preaching to Gentiles.  
a. It is the same city from which Peter was called to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles.
5. Nineveh
a. Capital City of Assyria

b. Built with Tigris on the East

c. Walls were 100-148 Feet high.  3 chariots could ride side by side. 1500 towers 200ft. high.

d. Khawsar River flowed through its middle.
e. The city itself had a 7.5 mile perimeter, while Ninevah proper was about 60 miles square.
f. Massive Population – 150,000

g. Military said to be the cruelest ever to exist.

h. Besieged two years by Babylon.

i. Destroyed in 612-607. BC by Babylon.

j. Current Day City of Mosul resides on part of its ruins
D. Four sections of Jonah – Michael Gifford (GA COC)
1. Jonah runs away from God, Jonah runs to God, Jonah runs with God, Jonah runs ahead of God
II. Jonah Chapter 1 – Jonah Runs Away from God
A. Vs. 1-4 – God Commissions Jonah
1. Vs. 1-2 - Jonah is called to go and preach to a city regarding their wickedness.  
a. Nothing out of the ordinary for a prophet of God, except that this city was not a Jewish one.  
b. God hate’s evil anywhere in his world – Repent!
· God has demonstrated he can punish wickedness with immediate consequences.
· God’s desire is to have man change rather than be punished.

· Ex. 33:11 - Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?
2. Vs. 3 - Jonah decides that He can run and hide from God.
· Tarshish believed to be a city of Spain about 2,000 miles away.
3. Vs. 4 – God demonstrates he knows where Jonah is.
4. Lessons:

a. Lesson #1 - God has always Desired men everywhere repent  – Acts 17-30
b. Lesson #2 – God Desires that none Perish - 2 Pet. 3:9
c. Lesson #3 – No one can Hide from God. – Jeremiah 23:23-24
d. Lesson #4 - God controls the elements He has created (Heaven, sea, dry land) - Gen. 1
B. Verses 5-9 – Jonah’s Disobedience affects others.
1. Vs. 8 - Questioning is very much like the questioning Jesus went through with Pilate.
a. Jonah as a type of Jesus answers in the affirmative who he is.  He is a hebrew.  
· Jesus when Asked who he was did not deny he was the son of God.
2. Vs 9 - “I fear the Lord”
a. Notice the inconsistency between Jonah’s words and his actions
· He preaches God, but he runs from His Will.
· Rom 3:23 - for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God
b. Sometimes, Good people get in the way of themselves – we are called hypocrites.

3. Lessons:

a. Lesson #5 - There is one Lord, One Spirit, One Father, One God over all – Eph. 4:4-6
b. Lesson #6 - Men are looking for a deliverer in their distress – Rom. 7:24, 2 Tim. 2:10
c. Lessons #7 - Man’s efforts cannot thwart the will of God (cargo, sailing for land). – I Cor. 3:11
C. Verses 10-13 – The Dull Ears of Mankind
1.  Lesson #8 - Hearing the truth alone cannot save you, you must act upon it.  - James 1:22-25
a. Ignoring the truth, can not only cause you harm but others.  
· This was true of the men who ignored Jonah’s words to throw him overboard.
· They would not be blessed unless they heard and obeyed.
b.  If we openly allow brothers and sisters to defy God, we too will be held guilty.  
· It is our duty as a watchman to do something 
· Ez. 33:8 - When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die, and thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way; that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood will I require at thy hand.
D. Vs. 14-17 – Obedience Results in Salvation
1. Again, the men as a type of Pilate, not wanting innocent blood on their hands.
2. Jonah was a type of Christ in that one was sacrificed for the many - II Cor. 5:14-15.
a. The apparent death of Jonah, caused a death of all men to their previous ways.
3. Lesson #8 Repeated - Hearing the truth alone cannot save you, you must act upon it. 
a. God desires all men call upon Him and obey His commandments.  
· Only following  the will of God and casting out sin amongst them caused a calm sea.
III. Jonah Chapter 2 – Jonah Runs to God

A. Verses 1-6 – Jonah Approaches God with a penitent heart, Dies, and is Buried.
1. God always hears the prayers of the righteous – James 5:16
2. Jobs Prayer has some 20 References to Psalms in it.
a. Speaks as one who has spent time in the scriptures.

· Like one who uses thee, thou, art, etc. from studying the KJV.

b. This speaks to his character.
3. In these these passages, we see a formula for overcoming trials

a. Remember the Lord – Jonah Did and believed he would be resurrected – vs. 4
b. Pray

c.  The prodigal son in Luke 15 remembered his Father and communicated with Him.
B. Vs. 7-10 – The Resurrection of Job.
1. Most Important: Jonah in the fish, was a type of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection.
a. Mat. 12:39-41 – Christ shall be 3 days in earth like Jonah was 3 days and nights in sea monster.

b. Mat. 16:4 – Generation only given sign of Jonah
c. Luke 11:29-32 – Christ is sign to His Generation as was Jonah.
IV. Chapter 3 – Jonah Runs With God
A. Verses 1-4 – Jonah’s second chance.
1. In chapter one, it was mentioned Jonah as a type of Christ.  

a. How about us as a type of Jonah/Christ?  We try to run from God.  We try to do our thing. 

b. Finally, we submit to God’s will and become Christians.  

· As Christians, we go through our own death (to sin), burial (baptism), and resurrection (as a new creature in Christ) – (Rom. 6:1-14; 2 Cor. 5:17-21).
2. Jonah is told by God to “Go” “preach”.  Jonah goes. We “Go” “preach”.
3. Journey through the city is a long one.  A three days walk.  Place is wicked and set for destruction. 

a. Our journey upon this earth is also a long one.  

· How do we do it?  One step at a time.  One day at a time. 

b. We walk through the wickedness of this world which is set for destruction.
4. Lesson #9 – Our life is a commision – (Matt. 28:18-20).
B. Verses 5-10 – The Ninevites repent
1. Matthew 12:41 – Jesus said that the Ninevites “repented at the preaching of Jonas”
a. Jonah 3:10 – “God saw their works, that they turned form their evil way”
b. The Ninevites actions define the term “repent”
2.  God would (will) not destroy the righteous - Genesis 18:25
V. Jonah Chapter 4 – Jonah Runs Ahead of God (I know better than God)
A. Verses 1-4 – Cause for Jonah’s anger
1. Jonah was angry because the Ninevites had repented and God would not destroy them.
a. It is tough to speculate the anger.

· Did he want them to be destroyed so he would not look foolish?

· His prophecy wouldn’t come true.

· Did he think they were note worthy of forgiveness?

b. How many folks do we think are unworthy of forgiveness?
· This can be based on: race – German/etc., terrorists, murderers, child molesters, Communist, 
· God has offered forgiveness to all – Rom. 1:16
· Christ desires us to forgive all - Matthew 5:43-48
2. Lesson #10 – Salvation or Destruction is based upon our heart and actions - Ezekiel 18:24-32

B. Verses 5-11- Jonah and the Gourd
1. The message God attempts to demonstrate to Jonah  is one of Compassion.
2. This is the same message Christ was trying to demonstrate to the Pharisees and scribes in Luke 15. 

3. Final Lesson: Life is sacred and to be valued and dealt with compassionately

a. Jn. 13:34 - A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; even as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.
