Join in the Music
Introduction
Instrumental Music in Worship
Widespread Use of Instruments
Large number of non-instrumental religious bodies and denominations as well.
Most Churches of Christ do not use instruments in their worship.
Some congregations that utilize this name do.
Some say this is simply a matter of conscience – However, Saul demonstrated this is not a perfect guide.
The central question:  Is it acceptable to God to be worshipped with instruments today?

Sermon Overview:
History of Instrumentation and worship
Music in the Church According to Biblical Authority
Psallo and Psalmos
Compare the Music in Old Testament Worship to that of New Testament Worship

History of Instrumentation and Worship
Instruments as part of Worship First Appeared Among Pagan Peoples.
Along with this was joined: 
Human and animal sacrificing.
Lewd dancing
Immoral Sex
Alcohol and Drugs

Among Followers of God, Instruments were Introduced
Numbers 10:1-10 – God Commanded:
Two Silver Trumpets
Priestly Sons of Aaron shall blow the Trumpets (Very Specific Levites)
They were blown for Secular Reasons and Religious Reasons.

David then introduced his instruments into the worship over 400 years after God’s command.

2 Chron. 29:25 – Did God Command use of non-trumpet instrumentation in worship?
What most people read in their O.T. Translations is yes, God did command instruments.
However, consider the following information:
The Hebrew in this text can be constructed in another way.
Note:  Folks may say what!  Then how can we trust anything!
First, not all passages can be constructed in other ways.
Second, this is why we use all scripture and not just a scripture.

They Syriac and the Arabic manuscripts both display the text as saying:
“Hezekiah appointed the Levites in the house of the Lord, with instruments of music, and the sound of harps, and with the Hymns of David, and the Hymns of Gad, the king’s prophet, and of Nathan, the king’s prophet: for David sang the praises of the Lord his God, as from the mouth of the prophets.”
Here it is clearly understood that singing praises is what was commanded from God.
So what do we do to have a clearer understanding of this verse?
We look further at God’s word - Amos 5:22-23, 6:1-5
These clearly frown on instruments in worship and even condemn David.

The evidence taken collectively, suggests God did not approve of David’s Instruments in Worship.

2 Samuel 6:1-7
If instrumentation outside of the trumpets were wrong, why did God not punish David?
He clearly punished Uzzah for his transgression.
By speculation, it appears punishment came from assuming duties of a priest.
Which it appears David avoided from there on out.

However, the question again is why did God not punish David for instrumentation?
The why or why not we do not know.
What we do know is that God allowed many sins to occur in the O.T.
Was he pleased about them?  No!
He just didn’t blast people every time a sin occurred.

In the first century Church, there is no Biblical or Historical evidence of Instrumental Worship.
However, we can quote many historical references that the churches sang and had no instruments.
Interestingly, none of the history of Jewish synagogues mention the use of instruments.

Instrumentation first found its way into churches it is believed as early as the 5th century, though not widely spread at all.

During the Reformation, churches widely discarded instrumentation as a return to the scriptures.

In 1869, the Organ made a return to Churches in America, though again, not widely at first.

Today, we again see widespread use of instruments in many religious bodies.

Examination of Music in the Church According to Biblical Authority
Authority - We gain authority from the Commands, Examples, and Necessary Inferences of the N.T.
The New Covenant - (Jeremiah 31:31) proclaimed there would be a new covenant coming.
Heb 8:13 - In that he saith, A new covenant he hath made the first old. But that which is becoming old and waxeth aged is nigh unto vanishing away.
Col. 2:13-14 – Old law was nailed to the Cross.

Paul wrote a letter to the Galatians.  Some of them were following parts of the Old Law again.
Gal 3:10-12, 5:1-4 – When you go back to any part of the Old Law, you sever yourself from Christ.
This is the authority of the N.T.

We have already seen some instrumental Music had authority under the Old Law.
Does it have any authority in the N.T. worship of the Church?
All the verses in the Bible which mention music and the Church on Earth:
Matthew 26:30 - And when they had sung a hymn, they went out unto the mount of Olives.
 Mark 14:26 - And when they had sung a hymn, they went out unto the mount of Olives.
Acts 16:25 - But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns unto God, and the prisoners were listening to them;
Romans 15:9 - and that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, Therefore will I give praise unto thee among the Gentiles, And sing unto thy name.
1 Corinthians 14:15 - What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.
Ephesians 5:19 - speaking one to another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;
Colossians 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto God.
Hebrews 2:12 - saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, In the midst of the congregation will I sing thy praise.
James 5:13 - Is any among you suffering? Let him pray. Is any cheerful? Let him sing praise.

From these verses, there is no authority by command, Example, or N/I to worship with Instruments.
If we decided to use instruments, we are following the Old law, must follow it in complete, and Christ’s sacrifice is of no benefit to us as Paul stated.

Special Issues
Choirs vs. Four Part harmony
Choirs involve part of the congregation only listening. This is in violation of Col. 3:16, Eph. 5:19.
Four Part Harmony involves everyone singing and working together to make beautiful music to God.
Ex. Building a house. A group of individuals use different saws, hammers, ladders, and other tools to build a single house.  They did it together.
If someone sits off to the side and only watches, they did not build the house.

Singing to God does not mean we all simultaneously utter the same sounds at the same time.
It does mean we must all participate as authorized.

Doo-wopping and Precussion
Doo-wopping has become quite popular today within religious bodies.
It involves unintelligible sound making to the tune of a song.
Its effort is to mimic the instrument.

Much like Doo-wopping is the clapping of hands and snapping of fingers.
Again unintelligible noises introduced into songs.

We know what God has commanded in worship Him.
1Cor 14:15 - What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.
God wants understandable singing by His Authority.
Emotion or Spirit without Truth is false worship.

Examination of Psallo and Psalmos
Some folks try to make the argument that Eph. 5:19 authorizes Playing an instrument
The words “making melody” are English for the Greek verb Psallo.
Psallo if looked up in a Greek Lexicon will likely see the definition:
“to pluck or strike the cords on a musical instrument; to sing praises”

For sometime before, during, and after Christ, the word was associated with singing.
It is a word requiring an object.
When an instrument is required, it is specified as in (Ps. 81:2, 98:5; 149:3).

The other word utilized in Eph. 5:19 is psalms or Psalmos. 
This is simply a noun form of Psallo.
There are many who have stated that Psalms require a manmade instrument.
This is not true.  In fact, as a noun, it is simply a piece of music.

In Eph. 5:19, the verb Psallo utilized to express the noun Psalmos has as its object – the heart.
The word for sing “ado” is the verb one hears.
Thus, we have what God commanded “worship in spirit and truth” using the voice.

Examination of Music in Old Testament Worship as a type of New Testament Worship
2 Chronicles 29:26-30 – Commanded Sacrifices occurred at the temple, previously the tabernacle.
Vs. 25 - Levites stationed holding David’s instruments
Vs. 26 - The trumpets were handled by the priests as commanded by God in Num. 10:10.
Vs. 27 - The trumpeting started with the sacrifices as commanded by God in Num. 10:10.
David’s instruments were started with the sacrifices by other Levites.
Vs. 28 – The instruments are joined by singing.
The trumpets play until the burnt offering was finished as commanded by God in Num. 10:10.
It is critical to remember that without the Trumpets of the Lord playing during the sacrifice as commanded, the blood atoning sacrifice would have been invalid.

Vs. 29-30 – The sacrifices and the instrumentation stopped.  The assembly is bowing and worshipping
Only songs of Joy that atonement was made remained.
The Israelites understood that the sacrifices were animals put to death in their stead.
God substituted the animal deaths for their sin.











Today’s New Testament Worship
In regard to sin, Christ came to this world for mankind.
Heb. 10:12 – He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God,
No longer is there any need for sacrifice.
We are a new creature in Christ – (2 Cor. 5:17)
And now… Heb 13:15 - Through him then let us offer up a sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of lips which make confession to his name.

Do you see the similarity now in the Old Testament Worship and the New?
The Old Testament – Continual Sacrifices, Instruments during, singing of Thankfulness afterward.
The New Testament – One sacrifice for all time, leaving only singing of Thankfulness.
Christ died in our place and for that we rejoice in song.

Closing
History of Instrumentation
It has been around for a long time.
God when he commanded it in the Old Testament required:
It be done at the tabernacle and Temple – which we do not have today.
The instruments be silver trumpets blown by Levite Priests – which we do not have today.
They be blown only during the sacrifices – which we do not have today.
When we try to bring in parts of the Old law today, we put ourselves under the law, not Christ.

According to God’s Authority for the New Testament Church, we see:
Singing commanded.
Singing in Spirit and truth.

The Great similarity between Old Testament and New Testament Worship ordained by God is:
When the Sacrifice is done, voices are lifted in praise to God for the atoning blood which was given.
It was His life given so ours would be spared.

