Joel
I. Introduction
A. Date - between 800 and 700 BC
B. Content - Misunderstood by a number of folks.
1. Going to approach it from 2 Standpoints:
a. Spiritual - Literal 
II. Chapter 1
A. Chap 1:1-3 – Ex. Old man gathering folks around to hear a down home story they won’t believe.
1. It is a historical, prophetic - Starts out Oddly
III. Chap 1:4-7

A. Understand Locusts

1. They come into an area and destroy anything growing, green or tender.

2. They are terrible for crops and devour the fruits of a land.

B. Text tells us a number of Locusts come and destroy everything that is in their path.
1. This text mirrors Rev. 9, consider the locusts aren’t just locusts.
2. They are something more.
a. It is my belief in both places that the swarms of locusts are:

· False teaching, False worship, Apostasy

b. This is what has destroyed Israel!

3. When we consider false teaching and apostasy, here and in Rev. 9, there is a larger end than itself.
IV. Chap. 1:8-13 - There are a number of entities mourning over Israel
A. Why are they crying out?

1. There is devastation from the false teaching, false worship, and apostasy – the locusts.

2. They have destroy all the truth in their wake.

3. It leaves the people with a famine for the True Word of God.

B. There are Drunkards, priests of the altar and the Lord, farmers, and elders.
1. Drunkards are missing the fruit of the land - Spiritually speaking, the blessings of God.

2. Priests of God and Altar mourn because man has failed to appropriately worship God.

3. Farmers are to be ashamed… why? They are sowers, ones who should be working for God.
4. Elders, the aged - those watching over the people and their walk with God.

5. In all of these things, the consequence of failing to serve the true God, has been seen.
a. Destruction from apostasy and false teachings have spread throughout the land.

V. Chap. 1:15-20 – The day of the Lord

A. “The day of the Lord” is repeated throughout this book.

1. This language has been misunderstood by many and consequently confusion has arisen.
a. Understandings?

· Perhaps the end of all times when Christ comes again and the World and Sin is put to an end.

· Perhaps the First destruction of Jerusalem.

· Perhaps the Second destruction of Jerusalem.

· Perhaps a time when the Lord has come to judge certain nations.

b. We are going to examine what “the day of the Lord” means in the context of Joel.
B. In this 1st chapter, we are talking about starvation, famine, drought, in combination with locusts.
1. We can approach this literally in regard to a timeframe of Israel.

a. God in many instances has used physical punishment for the actions of physical Israel.

2. We can also approach the text with Spiritual Examination.

a. We have locusts being false teachings, apostasy, false worship.

b. They have taken away the fruits and green places – places of blessing, comfort, and Godliness.

c. They have taken away the water.

·  We know of the living water, the Word of God, which is refreshing to all souls.

· This has disappeared in the midst of false teaching.

VI. Chapter 2:1-4
A. Chap. 2:1 – “Blow a Trumpet in Zion!”

1. Why is a trumpet blown?  It is blown as a warning! - That is the reason here.

B. Chap. 2:1-4

1. 2nd time we see “day of the Lord” in this text.

2. I want to consider 2 things:

a. This is talking about an instance where nothing will be like it for generations afterward.

· We must acknowledge Israel as a type.

· They are a type of the Church which we will talk about as we go.

· The blessings and the judgments upon Israel are also a type.

·  Types of God’s dealings with the Church.
b. The Locusts have become armies.

· This is exactly what happened in Rev. 9
· The locusts with the teeth of lions have become something even more destructive.

· They have become an army.

· What does an army bring?  Death!

· If false teachings, false worship, apostasies are allowed to continue, they are allowed to run their course, and nothing is to stop them, they become something more destructive.

· They will kill the soul – a death caused by sin.

VII. Chap. 2:5-11 – The Army that was once the locusts…

A. The Lord is the head of the Army Spiritually
1. The Lord at certain times has turned over people and nations to their sin and its consequences.
2. Following false teachings and false worship has consequences.

a. Man will have to deal with the pain and destruction of those sins.

B. The Lord is the Head of the Army Physically

1. In some situations a people is left to its own means. In others, physical armies punish the people.

a. From a physical standpoint in Joel, we see first destruction of Jerusalem – 586 BC.
b. Going back to 701 BC we see the destruction of Israel by Assyria.

c. God used physical armies to discipline and punish a physical Israel.  Why? Repentance!
C. Vs. 11 tells us “the day of the Lord is indeed great and very awesome”.
1. We are talking about a destruction that is going to occur.

a. Joel has been prophesying it is near and it is going to come.

b. He references, this is what it will be like – An army marching over you.

c. If we take a literal stand here, Assyria and Babylon would fit the bill!

· Yet, we cannot look away from the spiritual references mentioned.
VIII. Chap. 2:12-14 – “Yet Even Now” – A Transition Point
A. Vs. 12 – Note:  It is very similar to Amos 5:4, 6, 14

1. These verses say “Seek Me”, “Seek the Lord”, “Seek Good and not evil”
a. Why?  That you might live!

b. God does not desire anyone to perish.  He wants eternal life for all!
c. In this text, God is saying, “Return to me [Israel]!  Return to me!”
B. Vs. 13-14 in Comparison to King Hezekiah
1. 2 Kings 20 - Hezekiah prays to God that he have more time and his life is extended 15 years.

a. God hears the penitent and who knows when he might change his heart about a matter?

2. Same situation with Hezekiah when Senacharib comes in 721 BC to Jerusalem with 185,000.  

a. A prayer request of deliverance is offered up to God and answered by removing the Assyrians!

b. God wants to hear from his people.

c. He wants them to turn to Him for Aid.

d. He wants us to understand as Mat. 5:3 puts it, we are [spiritually poor].

IX. Chap. 2:15-17 – Again Blow a Trumpet!
A. We know that Israel, Jerusalem, Judah, they did not turn from their ways.

1. Ultimately in the first destruction, they were all repaid their deeds.

a. God did discipline, chastise them.  God engaged what they sowed.

· They reaped what they sowed.

2. They are judged, but the desire here was similar to what happened in Nehemiah 8-10.

a. In that situation the people call upon God, they rend their clothes, they fast. 

b. That is of course, after they spend 70 years captive in Babylon because of their sin.
3. Note in vs. 17: Joel expresses concern about Israel being a byword among the nations
a. That would be the non-jews, the rest of the world.

b. This term is going to change at a certain point in Joel and it will be important to recall this.

4. Note in Vs. 18:  Keyword “THEN”. 

a. “THEN” what?  “THEN” means after something!  

· We have seen there is going to be a destruction!

· Yet the prophet pleads with the people to return to God!

. If they return, “THEN”
X. Chapter 2:18-20

A. This text tells us what will happen if they return to God.

1. If they seek God, as Amos said, if they seek God, and follow and obey his commandments…
a. God will replenish their blessings.

b. This to the physical Israel, but spiritually, application can be made to the Church.
· God will bless those that are His!

B. Notice, there is a mention of the removal of the army.  What is that?
1. It was the locusts, false teachings, false worship, apostasy – Then a death machine of an army.
a. If you remove it, you take away the death, which is the death from sin.

· If you are following God, you will no longer die in your sins.

· Again, the will of God is not that you should perish.

2. So if they return to God, the removal of the death will occur.

3. 2 Pet. 2:9 - If you follow God, He will rescue you!
a. Flee Temptation.  Avoid temptation!  Be righteous.

b. There is a place for the ungodly and indeed they shall receive punishment.

4. In this language, In (Joel 2:18-20), we see that if Man returns to God, God will be with them.
XI. Chapter 2:21-27
A. Vs. 21-22 – We referenced in Chp. 1:20, beasts panted for the Lord, water had dried up.
1. The living water most certainly was gone!
a. We saw the comforting areas of God were gone.
2. But in the Lord, here in Chap. 2:21-22, we see these items are replenished.
a. If you make a comparison of the beasts of the field being men, those Godly areas have returned.
b. The blessings, the fig tree, the vine, yielding in full, the blessings return – IN GOD.
3. The first sentence of Verse 23 sums it up – “Rejoice O sons of Zion!”
a. These are sons of God!  Those who commit to the Lord.
B. Vs. 23-27

1. We have been talking about the blessings with those that turn to God.

2. Yes there are times of trial.  There are times of suffering.

a. Most certainly when you are being disciplined by consequences for the sins you have commited.

· These times will pass if you return to God.

· The blessings will come back.

· There is no shame in being a child of the Lord.

XII. Review

A. Chapter 1 acknowledges the false teachings, false worship, and apostasy.

1. This grows and becomes not just a destraction, but a destructive death force of an army.

a. This is an army causing death from sin.

2. Literally Assyria and Babylon brought by God in destruction of Israel and Jerusalem up to 586 BC.

a. That was the text in the first part of chapter 2.
3. Following a timeline, if we take God’s call to Israel to return to Him, we find they never did that.
a. Consequently, they were punished for that.
b. Yes after Captivity, we see some repentance in Ezra, Nehemia, but it is brief and does not last.

4. We review, because the focus is still, judgment is coming upon the sins of this people.

XIII. Chap. 2:28-29

A. Vs. 28 – “It will come about after this”… what?  The sins of the people.
1. Vs. 28-29 – “Those days” – what days?  What timeframe are we talking about?
a. Acts 2:16-18 – This timeframe noted by Peter is what Joel spoke of, the day of Pentacost.
· This is sometime around AD 30.

· These things come true, following a day of destruction, a “Day of the Lord”
· Our context has given us a day of the Lord in Joel prior to Pentacost.

· That we identify as the first destruction of Jerusalem.

2. It is noted the men will prophecy, the women, the daughters, the servants, the Spirit poured out in what?  “Those DAYS”
a. Days after the destruction 1st Destruction.

b. I want to suggest to you “those days” are the timeframe of the Christian Dispensation.

XIV. Chap. 2:30-32
A. “Before the Great and Awesome Day of the Lord”

1. We have already identified that the time frame of the prophesying begins in Acts 2.

2. Now we are talking about a timeframe “before the Great and Awesome Day of the Lord” comes.

3. Many have identified these signs as being in the timeframe of Jesus Christ.

4. How can we be certain?  How can we certain of the timeframe of the Christian Dispensation?

a. First, when Jesus was crucified, we saw total darkness.

· We saw the sun being turned into darkness, the moon to blood with sacrifices.
b. Second, we can also identify the Christian dispensation because of “whoever calls…”
· What are they delivered from?
· They are delivered from sin - On Mt. Zion, in Jerusalem, in the Church.
· We are speaking spiritual here.
c. Third, there will be those that escape.  Escape what? Sin
d. Fourth, there will be survivors among those the Lord calls… Who?
· Those who go and serve Him.
B. What have we identified?

1. A “day of the Lord” prior and up to 586 BC.

2. A timeframe of the miraculous in the time of Christ and Acts 2, both of the Christian Dispensation.

3. A “Great and Awesome Day of the Lord” after that.

XV. Chapter 3

A. Chap. 2:28 and forward, we have changed from talking about Physical Israel to Spiritual Israel.
1. Physical Israel the lineage of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob – DNA – Chosen ones as a Type of the Church.
2. Spiritual Israel – the Church – Those who are delivered from sin, those who escape this world, those who escape the pains within it – those who will be survivors.

B. Chap. 3:1
1. Vs. 1 – What days?  The Christian dispensation.
a. We are speaking of Jerusalem and Judah in the spiritual sense.

· Only Spiritual Israel’s fortunes are restored.

2. Vs. 2-3

a. In regard to the language, these things are happening this very day.

· Christians are being scattered throughout the world.  They are being persecuted.

· They are being hounded because of a belief in God.

b. The “nations” – we said this term would change as we proceeded in Joel.
· This term changes from meaning non-jews to jew or non-jew who does not obey God.
c. “Israel” changes from jew to those faithful of the Church

· If an individual is faithful, they are Christian, if are not, they are the nations.

d. It is said that the “nations” would be brought down to the valley of Jehoshaphat.

· The Valley of Jehoshaphat is known under many names:

· Valley of Kidron – east of Jerusalem.

· Valley of Armageddon – Rev. 16
· Valley of Decision – Mentioned here in Joel 3:14.
e. I want us to understand as we look at Joel 3, and comparisons from Rev. 16, and Rev. 9, that there is confusion because pre-millennialism has sneaked in:
· Ideas of a “rapture”
· Final physical battles between God and Satan and their followers.

f. You must understand, these things will not take place.

· We will examine that as we look at this Chapter 3 and the Spiritual Israel, the Church.
XVI. Chapter 3:4-17
A. Verse 4 - If you attempt to take revenge on me (God) or my Church, sinful world, you will fail.
1. But Tyre, Sidon, Philistia are mentioned – Why?
a. Amos in his prophecies mentions a number of nations, including Israel and Judah that will be the recipients of the judgment of God.

b. Joel is speaking in the terms of his day, folks known for their Godlessness.

· He is saying, “You will be judged”
2. Is this pinpointing the judgment we were talking about back then?  No it is not.

a. We are speaking of the Christian Disp.  Joel is using language his people can understand.

B. Verse 5-8 - God is saying, I am going to repay the sinner for their deeds.

1. We all know reaping will occur for what we sow in the flesh.

C. Verses 9-10 – Language is opposite Isaiah 2.

1. Isaiah 2 tells the people to turn their “swords to plowshares” and “spears to pruning hooks”
a. The time frame being one of peace.

2. Here in Joel 3 though, a time of war is the time for which is being spoken.

D. Verse 11-14 - Speaking of a day of decision.  A day of judgment where God sits over the nations.
1. The nations as those who will not serve God.  These are the ones to be judged.
2. God is saying, you stay in the situation you are.

a. Go ahead, stay in your wickedness, be your army of sin – For God will judge.

3. Rev. 22:11-12 - On the last day, the people have chosen their wickedness, they will not change.
a. God says, you stay as you are, you will be judged in the state you are.

b. If you are evil, wicked, sowing sin, in the army of sin – You’ll be in the valley of decision.

· It is a point of decision and God will judge you.

4. We are not speaking of a physical gathering of numerous armies of the world to fight Good!

a. It is said of Moses in Ex. 4, God was trying to put him to death.

· If God wanted to put him to death, it would have been done immediately.

· We are creation, God is creator.

b. When it is time for there to be a decision, to judged man based on his deeds, it will be quick.  
· There will be no battle. It will be over with a word from God.

E. Verse 15-17 - We are speaking of the day of the Lord here.

1. We have spoken of a day of the Lord already, being the first destruction of Jerusalem.

a. It was upon Jerusalem, a type of the Church, yet gone into apostasy.

2. Now we are talking about the Spiritual Israel

a. The day of the Lord here is the final judgment for all mankind.

b. Strangers will pass through no more.  Why?
c. In the heavenly Israel, the Church, will only be those that are faithful to God.

d. No sinner shall pass through – No Stranger – None that dwells in sin.
XVII. Chapter 3:18-21
A. Language here to start out with is very similar to Amos 9:13.
B. The day talked about here is the return to the Abundant Blessings of God.

1. The decision and removal of sin has been accomplished.

C. We are talking about eternal hope, eternal life, eternal peace, eternal Blessing being fulfilled.

1. These are separate from the sin which God put down in the day of decision.

XVIII. Book Review

A. False teaching, False Worship, Apostasy lead to the retraction of the blessings of God.

1. We see they can lead to death by sin

a. But we know and God promises, if we serve God we will have the blessings.

· Even if we go through times of consequence and punishment for our deeds.

2. If we return to God and stay with God he will always be with us.  We will not be shamed.

B. Ultimately, as we make it through our own points of decision, there will be a day of decision.

1. It will be a day in which God judges “guilty!” all those who practice sin.

a. For the unfaithful, those mocking God with their actions…
· It will be a terrible day of pain and judgment.

2. For those faithful, the day of decision will be a return to abundant blessing.

C. From a literal standpoint, we believe the book of Joel speaks of the first destruction of the nation of Israel and Judah from 701 to 586 BC.

1. We believe following there is a discussion of the Christian Dispensation

2. Following that, there is a “day of the Lord at the end”

3. That day will see the righteous meeting their place.

4. That day will see the disobedient meeting their place.

D. That is the story of Joel 2 - It has prophecy, it looks forward.

1. The question today is are you at your valley of Jehoshaphat?
a. Are you at your valley of Decision?

· Will you choose God or the World?
2. We do not know when the end is coming. 

a. Are you prepared?
3. Consider the words of Joel and know there is a loving God who does not want you to perish.

a. Know there is a final day, in which you will answer for all of your deeds.
