Examination of Job
I. Introduction

A. Job 1
1. Here begins the book of Job. Job is mentioned in Ez. 14:14,20 and James 5:11. The time frame is the Patriarchal age. We understand this for Job offered sacrifices for the sins of his children. He was the head of the home, the priest for them.

B. This is a book which brings about many misunderstandings, so let’s begin with some simple ideas. This was garnered from the insight of James Burton Coffman.

1. 1) The gathering of the sons is not heaven, but earth. We know already that Satan had been cast out of heaven - Rev. 12:7-9. This is why he was in garden of Eden.

2. 2) The sons of God are not angels. They are men. - Romans 8:14 , Heb. 12:7-8.
a. “As many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God”

b. Now, are there different uses of this term in the Bible? Yes, but they are in a different context. The reference here is simply to men worshipping God.

3. 3) When the men came together Satan also came. The Bible says in Mat 18:20:

a. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.
b. Thus, it would make sense for Satan to seek out men for two reasons the first so he could also seek out the presence of God’s attention, the second because he is “seeking whom he may devour,” 1 Peter 5:8.

4. 4) Satan was bound then as he is now. Bound in the sense that he cannot exert any power over us unless it is approved of by God. (vs. 12). He had to ask permission to afflict Job at this point in time, meaning he was unable to do so all the time prior to this. Satan even had to ask permission to try Paul Luke 22:31.

5. 5) Why was Job tested? The amazing example of Job standing for God has served christians well for centuries upon centuries. One may ask why such testing was allowed, but did we not just answer that question? We know that through God we can conquer, as did Job.

a. “Through it all Job did not sin nor did he blame God.” - Job 1:22
C. Job 2
1. Previously I noted that Job needed permission to afflict individuals. Note: The incident of Satan asking again to afflict Job demonstrates to me that we are not continual open game to Satan if God once gave permission.

2. This chapter reminds me of the following verse:

a. Mat 24:28 For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.
· Here is a battered and worn Job. He is the carcase. Along come the mighty influences in his life. These are the eagles. His wife pecks at his faith in God first, “Curse God and die!”. His friends, wise in their own estimation, will not end up encouraging his faith. Rather they are more like predators circling about waiting for the death of their prey. How craftily Satan is working to destroy Job to wear down his defenses.

II. Job 3-42

A. Job 3 – Persistence despite pain
1. He asks what many ask when they see nothing but pain and agony. Why was I born for this? Why can I not die? Jeremiah did the same thing in Jer. 20:14-18. 
2. Sad, frustrated, defeated, tired, and in pain, yet, Job does not give up his life, though he wish it were gone. End turns out bright, but only way we know is by following our path through to the end.
B. The Beginning of Friends Speaking

1. In context we must remember this about Job’s friends:

a. Job 42:7 - And it was so, that, after Jehovah had spoken these words unto Job, Jehovah said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends; for ye have not spoken of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath.
C. Job 4-5 – The Speaking of Eliphaz Based on Observation
1. Eliphaz speaks for the first time. He starts out fairly enough, bringing to Job’s recollection how he has helped others in need. Vs. 3-6

2. Vs. 8 - “According to what I have seen”… not according to what God has said, written, etc. 
a. There is no authority from man, but by God.

D. Chapter 5 - Eliphaz Continues.

1. His belief is bad things happen to sinful people. Jesus spoke on this topic:

a. Joh 9:1-3 - And as he passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth.  And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this man, or his parents, that he should be born blind?  Jesus answered, Neither did this man sin, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.
2. When folks suffer, endure hardship, usually we really have no idea why. 
a. Ex. Rob a bank get arrested, we know why.

3. Being a Friend - I am guilty of trying to give all the answers when someone is in pain. Eliphaz is a good reminder sometimes friends just need a hug, help, and to know God cares about their souls.
E. Job 6 – Job Points Out His Friends Are of No Help So Far.
1. Vs. 14 - “For the despairing man there should be kindness from his friend.” This is what is needed.  Instead, Job has been torn down.

2. Job’s only consolation was his proclaimed Faithfulness to God - v. 10 

F. Job 7 – Despite Longing to die, Job Calls on God
1. He is sharing his complaints and stresses with God. Still,faithful, committed, and obedient.

2. Vs. 7 - life “is but a breath” – understands life is short.

3. Vs. 20 - He wonders why it is that God has brought this burden upon him. 
4. Job 8 – Bildad Reasons using knowledge of Men’s Observations from Prior Times.
5. Vs. 2 - Bildad believes Job is doing some fast talking to avoid admitting his sins. – 
6. Vs. 5-7 - Bildad says folks who admit to their sins and are faithful to God will prosper. 
a. Thus, it is the rich who are faithful to God and the poor are wicked in Bildad’s eyes. 
· Ex. Think of Hugh Heffner and examine that line of thought.

7. Vs. 20 - God would restore Him if he would just return to integrity. 

G. Job 9 – Job Comes Around to the Idea of Pleading His Case to God Face to Face
1. This idea builds throughout the book. 
a. Vs. 1-3 - Yet, he realizes even in saying this he would be no match trying to argue against God.

2. Vs. 30-31 - Calvanism: To Bildad - Job states man could never cleanse himself to be pleasing to God.
a. Remember the start of Job and see God was pleased with Job’s life. 
b. Calvanistic theory goes out the window. 
· Job was not saying man was evil, but upon his own merits could not cleanse himself.

· Jesus Christ cleanses us through his death, burial, and resurrection in baptism.

c. Vs. 33 talks of an umpire, someone between God and man. This we have today:

· 1Jo 2:1 My little children, these things write I unto you that ye may not sin. And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the whole world.
· Jesus Christ our Savior is the one who would speak on our behalf.

· 1Ti 2:5 For there is one God, one mediator also between God and men, himself man, Christ Jesus,

· What Job desired, there now is. Man can take his concerns and leave them at the cross. 

H. Job 10 – Job Expresses Frustration Over Enduring Hardship
1. Vs. 2 - He asks God where it is that he has sinned, so he might know.
a. Job continually acknowledges God’s power and control. 

b. He is confused about why he is suffering. He claims in vs. 7 that he is indeed guiltless by the knowledge of God so why the pain?
I. Job 11 - Job’s friend Zophar Assumes God’s wisdom in Condemning Job.
1. Though claiming his innocence, God knows better. God is smarter than Job.

2. He tells him to repent and admit his guilt so God will indeed bless him again. 
3. Zophar is very pressing in his statements, but none are built upon knowledge of Job doing wrong.

J. Job 12 – 13 – Job Ridicules His Friends Wisdom
1.  Vs. 1 – “with you wisdom will die” - “You think you know it all don’t you?”.
2. Job again affirms his righteousness
3. Vs 5-11 - Nature itself shows trouble falls upon all life and creation - even the strong. 
4. Verses 12 - 25 While the aged man has engaged in more experiences, does not mean more wisdom.
a. 1Co 1:20-21 - Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For seeing that in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom knew not God, it was God’s good pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching to save them that believe.

b. Ecc 4:13 - Better is a poor and wise youth than an old and foolish king, who knoweth not how to receive admonition any more.
5. Chp. 13:3-5 – Job asks friends not to talk anymore. His goal?  To discuss this issue with God.
6. Finally Job says he will trust in God. Just let him argue his case without destruction and without fear.  
K. Job 14 – Job Speaks of Death and Resurrection.
1. Job states in verse 4, “Who can make the clean out of the unclean?” - The answer? Jesus Christ.
a. Haggai 2:11-13 – There we discussed only God can declare something clean.
2. The Resurrection - God tells us in Job 42:7 Job spoke of Him “what is right”. 
a. Vs. 12 – Man will Rise – When?  When the Heavens (the physical in Hebrew) are destroyed.
· Not talking of law of Moses, this is prior to the law of Moses.

3. Vs. 13 - Sheol – place of Dead – Hades
a. Luke 16 - Where Abraham, a non-Jew of the patriarchal age, who is both father to Jew and Gentile is called upon and found. 
b. This is the place in which Job knows men go to after their physical death.
4. The question asked in verse 14 of Job 14? “If a man dies will he live?” The answer, “Yes!” 
a. Job understands he will be waiting. He is waiting for a change.

b. 1Co 15:52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
5. Paul, in I Thess. 4:16, on the resurrection, says this exact same thing. What precedes this change? God calling! This is exactly what Job said!

6. And to those who are faithful, such as Job, this resurrection is without reference to sin.
a. Heb 9:28 so Christ also, having been once offered to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second time, apart from sin, to them that wait for him, unto salvation.
L. Job 15 – Eliphaz Speaks Again Further Basing His Knowledge on Observation
1. Nothing new under the sun for Eliphaz. 
M. Job 16-17 – Messianic Passage Where Job Discusses the Approach of Others to Men in Need.
1. Job points out two options: 1) Tear a man down with oppression or 2) Build him up with comforts.
2. This book of Job is very special in that it shadow’s Christ’s persecution and suffering. If one were to compare Christ’s life, Psalm 22 (messianic), and this chapter there is great similarity. 

3. The pledge in particular from vs. 3, Eph. 1:13-14, 
4. New covenant was established by Jesus, of which there was no guarantor - Heb. 7:22.
a. Heb 7:22 In this way, Jesus has become the guarantor of a better covenant.
5. In verse 5 who was the informant against Jesus for a share? Judas! Mar. 14:10-11.
6. Verse 6 who was spat upon? Jesus! Mar. 15:9.
7. Verse 7-8 – Crucifixion of Christ.
N. Job 18 - Bildad now takes another shot at Job.
1. This time he simply speaks of the judgement of the wicked man and that Job is that wicked man. 

O. Job 19 – Job Wonder Why His Friends Blast Him; Again Points to the Resurrection
1. Vs.21 - Asks for his friends to pity him, not persecute.

2. Believes whole world is against him.
3. Verse 25 - 29 I wrote about in reviewing Chapter 14. See my notes there for a deeper discussion. 
P. Job 20 - Zophar once again speaks. He feels angry and insulted by Job. 
1. Calls upon “knowledge” of past generations as decreed by God (VS. 29) that the wicked perish.
Q. Job 21 – Job notes not all the wicked fall to ruin; points out their logic is false and no comfort.
R. Job 22 - Eliphaz now accuses Job falsely of many different sins. Tells Him to Repent.

S. Job 23-24 – Job Again expresses desire to speak directly to God.  Seems as if God Ignores Evil.
T. Job 25 - Bildad - in no way is man clean in God’s sight. 
1. This is his way of saying that Job cannot be just and righteous as he supposes. 
2. False Arguments again – Ex. all that God was good, yet Bildad states stars were not pure.

3. Using false data to support an argument leads to distrust of the messenger. This is why it is so important that Christians back all of their biblical arguements with scripture and man’s opinion.

U. Job 26 - Job mocks Bildad’s friendship and knowledge of God to begin this chapter. 
1. Job declares knowledge of God which today we know as fact or which validates other scripture.
V. Job 27 - Job declares his innocence and faithfulness to God once more. 
1. Enters a discourse as to the fact that those who lay up treasures on earth will have nothing upon their death (Mt. 6:19). Their end and that of the generations which follow them is greed, conflict, and lack of satisfaction. Finally life is as a vapor – Vs. 21 - “The east wind carries him away, and he is gone.”
2. Vs. 8
W. Job 28 – Job Discusses Earthly Treasure and Wisdom
1. Earthly Treasure is found in many places.

2. Wisdom – Vs. 12, 20, 23, 28
X. Job 29-31 – Job Reflects on His Past State Before Tribulation; Focuses on How Low life is now.
Y. Job 32 - Elihu First Shot at Job demonstrating his “wisdom”. 
1. Vs. 6-10 - Rejects the belief wisdom only comes from the aged. 
2. Vs. 18-21 - He claims he is not partial in his words and is compelled to speak. 
3. Vs. 14 – “Nor will I reply to him with your arguments”
a. Yet, vs. 22 – Believes evil punished on earth.

Z. Job 33 – Elihu Tells Job Not to Fear Him
1. Vs. 8-12 - Elihu recalls Jobs pleadings of innocence.

2. Elihu says man is chastened by God through Visions and Dreams.
AA. Job 34-35 - Elihu states nothing new: “if you do wrong, God will allow rotten things to happen to you.”
1. Elihu says when a man begins to reap the pain according to his wicked deeds he will cry out. 
2. Yet, God does not hear cry according to Elihu because it is not a cry of repentance, but a cry of pain. 
3. Even more so according to Elihu, when the man complains that God isn’t right there to handle it at the man’s beck and call. 

AB. Job 36-37- Elihu claims to be speaking unerring truth, yet, he continues to blather falsehood. 
1. This chapter is just more of the same with Elihu claiming all rotten things that come upon man are due to his wickedness.

AC. Things that stand out most to me from the many chapters of the 4 men speaking to job are these:
1. Judgement - We cannot judge a man’s heart. 

a. Everything that Job’s friends discussed was not based on observing a behavior, but from them guessing and assuming.

b.  All people suffer different circumstances in this world, however, we will never know for certain what caused them unless we are truthfully told.

2. Love - Job screams, “Where is the golden rule!”. 
a. Oh if only the friends had tried to be encouraging, caring, compassionate. 
b.  Instead, there was finger pointing, accusation, condemnation, judgement, slander, name calling…

c. We are to be an encouragement to one another. We are to lift one another up. When one member of the body struggles, all feel the pain, and should endure to heal the suffering member.

3. False Teaching - The friends throughout their tirades said many things which were truthful. They also said many things which sounded truthful. Unfortunately, there is a big difference between “truth” and “sounds like truth”. 
a. This is the story of the church in the day of the apostles and the church today. 
· False teaching often backed partly with truth, but it is the part that is not that will kill you. 
· 2 kings 4 sees Elisha with the sons of the prophets. They had begun preparing a pot of stew for their consumption. Stew is delicious and can nourish a man well. However, they added some wild gourds they found. The gourds turned out to be poisonous. Were it not for the power of God, these men would have found their death. 
· Similarly, without God, false teaching sneaking into the pot will cost many their spiritual lives. 
b. This is how Satan worked through Job’s friends. Sneaking in false teachings to the detriment of salvation - all with them believing in every word they said.

4. Trust in God - This is often the most cited message from Job. 
AD. Chapter 38 - The scientific attributes of creation.
1. It is my belief, that the first words being spoken by God are in reference to Elihu. Those words are: “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge.” 
2. God makes clear in Job 42:7, as mentioned previously, that he approved of Job. 
a. Thus, the first comments by God would not be in reference to Job.

3. God has come to talk with Job as Job had longed for and asked throughout the book. God does not condemn job. He does not run down wicked deeds of Job. For Job indeed was a God fearing man.

4. God also does not answer the questions of Job about why everything happened to him. 
a. What God does is demonstrate his power and wisdom far above any man. Why? So we know God is in control and we need not worry about it. 
5. There is an amazing bit of data in the next couple of chapters that clearly demonstrates the divinity of the Bible. Much of this data, given so long ago, has only recently been confirmed in science. 
AE. Job 39 - The attributes of God’s animal kingdom
1. Man divided the words of God into chapters, verses, even sentences. 
2. I would have divided at verse 38 of chapter 38. 
a. Why? Because the last three verses of chapter 38 and all of chapter 39 are devoted to examining the attributes of God’s animal kingdom. 

3. In all of these, God is the one who has put these things in motion and governs over them. He rhetorically questions job regarding man’s control over them to establish His wisdom and power.

AF. Job 40
1. Vs. 1-5 - God giving Job an opportunity to speak and find fault in God. Job declines : ) .

2. Vs. 6-14 - God gives a summary of His job description - In my words - “Can you keep wickedness in check?” 

3. Vs. 15-24 - Here lies a decription of “Behemoth”. I will not venture to say one way or another what this beast is. I also will not venture to say what the “Leviathan” in chapter 41 is. However, I will note that these are incredible creatures of strength and power that surpasses that of man. It is my belief that the description of Behemoth is one of a creature that’s primary domain is that of land.
AG. Job 41
1. In chapter 40, God asks Job if he can indeed take upon the power of Himself over the world. Directly following this, he describes to of his most powerful creatures - Leviathan and Behemoth.

2. Why? It is my contention that God was demonstrating that mankind cannot even tame the strongest of his creatures in land or sea, let alone try to envision himself as one would assume the power of God.

3. I believe it is this realization on the heels of God’s revelation of his mastery over science, animal, and man that lead job to the confession he makes in chapter 42. 

AH. Job 42 - Job begins this chapter in reply to God’s comments.

1. What does Job confess based on his new revelation regarding God? He understands that God alone can do all things and his will can never be altered. 
2. He claims that the words he spoke (in regard to his own understanding) were without understanding. 

3. When we share our understanding of God, it best be from scripture. 
a. This goes back to speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent. Job puts that principle before us. Why would we want to say or do something in regard to the service of our God, that is not exactly what he told us to do.

4. Next God rebukes Job’s friends. The wonderful thing about this is that all three men did as the Lord told them. How easy could it have been for them to be filled with pride and refuse to turn. 
a. Jer 13:15-17 
5. Finally, we see that the fortunes of Job are returned and increased. 
6. So what do we take from this book? “Serve God and keep His commandments”. Why?
a. 1Co 15:50-58 
b. This was the hope and trust of Job in chapter 14, and it should be ours as well. 

