I Thessalonians Introduction
I. Introduction

A. Date: 51 AD
B. Location Written: Corinth.
C. Author: Paul
D. Audience: Primarily Gentile Christians of Thessalonica
II. History/Location of Therme/Thessalonica
A. Located in Land prior to 650 BC known as Thrace (Land north of Greece)
1. Which then became land of Macedonians.

2. Macedonia became part of the Persian Empire thanks to Darius I 516 BC
B. Xerxes (Our study of Esther) used port in 481 BC, before going up to his failed invasion of Greece.
1. Two years later Therme became identified as part of Macedonia again.

2. This was a shaky holding held and taken on and off over the next 100 years.
C. Approx. 360 BC Phillip II came to power in Macedonia and strengthened the nation
1. Macedonia conquered all of Greece.

2. It is this Phillip II that was the founder of Phillipi 
a. (Our Study of Philippians)
3. Following Phillip II, his son Alexander the Great ruled until his death in Babylon 
a. (Our Study of Babylon).

b. Alexander’s Generals assumed control of different regions, but General Cassander eventually took control.
· His control lasted until 297 BC.
D. Cassander was a power hungry murderous General.

1. After taking the remains of the royal family captive…

a. He married the daughter of Phillip II – Thessalonike.

2. Eventually, he executed the rest of the family.

3. The lasting achievement of his rule was the establishment of Thessalonica.

a. He did this over a little village named Therme which will be the location of our Study.
E. Therme was a small fishing/trading village with a deep harbor. 
1. It was the only useable harbor for a great distance.
a. Therme is at the Foot of Mt. Kissos – Easily seen landmark to find Thessalonica
2. Cassander transformed it into a walled city and fortress with temples, stadium, and more.
F. The region was not completely stable until the Romans took power in 168 BC.
1. The Macedonian Province was established under Roman Authority in 146 BC.
a. Thessalonica was promoted as the capital of the province.

2. In 140 BC the Via Engatia was constructed by Thessalonica.

a. This caused Italy, Macedonia, and Asia Minor to be linked by a major Trade/Military Route.

3. Emporer Octavian declared the city a free city in 42 BC.
4. It is during the Reign of the Roman Empire that Paul visits in 51 AD.
G. In the 4th Century Thessalonica came under control of the Byzantine or Eastern Roman Empire.

1. It remained so until the 13th Century.  

H. From that time on it exchanged hands between byzantine, Ottoman, Greek, and German powers.

I. Today the country, is under the control of Greece.
III. Paul’s Interaction with the Thessalonians Prior to Writing I Thessalonians
A. 2 Missionary Journey of Paul
1. Objective to travel to visit churches from 1st Journey.
a. Acts 15:41 - Travels through Syria and Cilicia viting Churches.
b. Acts 16:6 – Passed through Galatian and Phrygian Regions (Study of Galatians)
c. Acts 16:9 – Vision tells Paul to go to Macedonia.

2. Acts 16:12 - Paul Visits Philippi in Macedonia (Study of Philippians)

3. Acts 17:1 - Paul travels through Amphilopolis and Appollonia; arrives at Thessalonia.
B. Acts 17 – Paul in Thessalonica
1. Paul enters around the time of the Edict given in Rome By Claudius for all Jews to be expelled from Rome (Acts 18)

a. This would be around 49-50 AD a year later he would be in Corinth where he wrote letter.

b. The gods of the area were:

· god – Dionysus (Bacchus) - 
· god of wine 

· goddess – Hestia (Vesta) – goddess of the hearth 
· Her domain was the home and its inhabitants.
2. Vs. 1-4 – Success in conversion among the people of Thessalonians.

a. The Church is established in Thessalonians in 3 weeks.

3. Vs. 5-9 – Unbelieving Jews Stir up Trouble.
a. “Upset the World” “turned it upside down” – Christianity was changing everything

b. “Another King” – This of course stated to incite charges of treason
c. Jason’s “pledge” – This has a wide range of possibilities…
· It is possible this is after a great deal of questioning they were let go.
· It is also possible that this was financial, however, I do not lean toward that.
d. Remember Acts 17:6 – The word politarchēs – which means city rulers.
· Politarches is a word found only in the Bible. 
·  It is in no other Greek writings.  
· However, at least 19 architectural finds have the word on them.
· The first is most famous because it refuted the Bible Critics who said the word was made up and non-existant, was found on the the Vardar Gate in Thessalonica which spanned the Via Egnatia.
4. Vs. 10-15 – Paul Departs Thessalonica not to return to Macedonia until the Third Journey.

a. Paul Goes to Berea

· Note:  Vs. 11 is not a knock on the Thessalonian Christians.

· This was to say that the Jews were more eager to examine the scriptures and listen.

· The Jews of Thessalonica were persecuters and followed Paul.

b. These same folks would be problems for the Christians of Thessalonica also.

c. Paul leaves to Athens.
d. Following he goes to Corinth.
IV. Today the City is called Thessaloniki or Salonica.  
A. It is the second largest city in Greece and the area around it holds over a million people.
