I Thessalonians 4 & 5
I. Introduction

A. Review

1. Chapter 1 – Thessalonians willingly receive the gospel and were active examples of Christ.
2. Chapter 2 – With the purpose of serving God, Paul, Silas, and Timothy gave themselves fully to the Thessalonians encouraging them as a Father would.  They longed to see the Thessalonians.
3. Chapter 3 – With news of faithfulness from Timothy, Paul rejoices for the Thessalonians and prays for them.

II. I Thessalonians 4:1-8 – Purity
A. Vs. 1-2
1. Vs. 1-2 – Thessalonians are praised in regard to their Godly walk.

a. Despite the walk, the encouragement is to grow.

b. This is not an uncommon encouragement or individual practice from the apostles.

· (Eph. 4:15-16, Phil. 3:12-14, I Pet. 2:2, 2 Pet. 3:18)

2. What do they walk in?

a. What they received from apostles which according to vs. 3 were commandments from the Lord.

B. Vs. 3 – “The Will of God is your sanctification.”
1. hag-ee-as-mos' – Sanctification – Purification – the effect of consecration.
a. Thus the will of God is that we purify ourselves.

b. From what?  Sin.

· Tit 1:15 - To the pure all things are pure: but to them that are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but both their mind and their conscience are defiled.
c. Sin is defilement, contamination, and God wants no part of that (Is. 59:1-2).

2. Are we sanctified by our actions?  

a. Act 20:32 - And now I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you the inheritance among all them that are sanctified. – Through the Word we are able to obtain the inheritance with those who are sanctified.
3. How?
a. 1 Co 6:9-11 - Or know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with men, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you: but ye were washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God. – There was a washing with sanctification.
b. Heb. 10:9-22 – In this is a reference back to the old law, but also looking to the new law.  The sprinkling of blood to cleanse was practiced at the temple.  The washing of water to cleanse the body.  Yet, under the new covenant, through contact with blood and water the spirit is cleansed, it is sanctified.
c. We are sanctified by Christ through baptism having been introduced to Him through the Word.
C. Vs. 3-6 – Paul in the following verses gives Three examples God’s will of Purity for us:
1. Staying away from sexual immorality, Fornication – (porneia).

2. A knowledge of how to keep oneself pure  (Vessel – Body or wife)
a. Remember, Thessalonica was an area which was full of gentiles from around the world.

b. The gentiles did not know God and engaged in defilement.

3. Not to transgress or defraud our brothers.
a. Three things stand out here.

· First, transgress – huperbainō - Thayers expresses it as “Overstep the proper limits”
· Flirtation
· Inuendo
· Immodest dress
· Improper touching
· Compromising Situations – Alone with someone
· Second, defraud – “Covetousness”, “get advantage”
· In context, to go commit adultery with another’s wife or husband.
· In a broader degree, cheating him out of what is his.
· Brother

· This is one with whom we share Christ with.

· Our spiritual brothers and sisters we are to highly protect and care for.

· We are expected to have interaction, but it is to be sanctified.

b. Our spouse will not be our own in heaven.

· But God will punish those that violated his command on earth.
D. Vs. 7-8 – Restated, God’s will for us is purity.
1. When men refuse this, it is not a simple refusal of the apostles, but of God.
a. Luk 10:16 - He that heareth you heareth me; and he that rejecteth you rejecteth me; and he that rejecteth me rejecteth him that sent me.
b. Rejection of a messenger does not solve the problem of the wrath of the Master.
III. Vs. 9-12 – Brotherly Love
A. Brotherly Love – “Philadelphia”
1. In this the Thessalonians were thriving, however…

a. As in verse 1, where they were said to be walking in God, they were to excel (Grow) even more.

2. The Thessalonians remind me of the Church Today…

a. There is great pressure to conform to the immoral standards of the world.

· Homosexuality, premarital sex, adultery, immodesty, filthy talk and gesture, perversion.

b. This a time for the Church to be excelling under persecution.

· Protecting one another’s virtue and keeping one another chaste.

3. Three aspects of Brotherly Love Displayed by Christians:

a. “Study to be quiet”

· Remember, distinction –“Christians do not seek exaltation”.

· Avoid the disruption of Social Climbing/Attention Getting.
· Folks are stepped on in the Climb, Lives are disrupted.

· Andy Griffeth Show:  Mayberry found out it could have had the railroad through the town.  This would have meant lots of commerce, notariety, and growth.  Then when the realized the town that got it, Mt. Pilot, had turned into a busy, noisy, charmless city, they realized their blessing.

b. “To do your own business”
· This rules out one who is a gossip or one who has to know everything about everyone.

· Act 17:21 - (Now all the Athenians and the strangers sojourning there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell or to hear some new thing.)
· This encourages self examination, self reflection about our place.

· Brotherly love does not disrupt families, but is an example to others.

c. “Work with your hands”

· People who do nothing need what?

· To be taken care of by others.
· Those who do nothing are a burden on others.  This is not brotherly love.
4. Vs. 12 - Why observe these three practices?
a. Love is taking care of yourself and avoiding disruption to others.
IV. Vs. 13-18 – Hope for Those in Christ
A. Vs. 13-14 - Those who have fallen asleep
1. Those who have fallen asleep are the dead.

a. Asleep - Hebrew - Koymao – Our word cemetary comes from the root of this word (coffman).
2. Paul encourages no grief when one in Jesus passes on.

a. The question then is what is considered - “In Jesus”

· This we have examined many times in study and it refers to baptism and continued obedience to Christ in spirit and truth.

3. He understand the rest of the world grieves, but they have no hope past death.

a. I Cor. 15:12-19

4. The Christian’s hope is that there is a resurrection to God.
a. Paul particularly would bring this to the attention of the Thessalonians in light that due to persecution some may have already died.

B. Vs. 15-18 – Comfort from the Truth of Resurrection
1. “we who are alive until the coming of the Lord”
a. The “we” does not suggest that Paul believed he would be alive at the time.

· The “we” is in regard to Christians who would be alive.

2. Those alive will not precede those asleep…. In what?

a. Resurrection

b. Resurrection day is going to involve the live and dead.

3. What will happen?

a. There will be a shout of the archangel and the sound of the Trumpet of God.
b. The dead (in Christ) will rise to meet Christ in the clouds.

c. We shall then go to be with them all and the Lord in the Air.

d. NOTE:  Christ does not return to earth and set up an earthly kingdom.

4. Vs. 18 – Establishes we are to comfort one another with these words.

a. What is the comfort? 
· We will always be with Him.

· Alive and Dead in the Lord shall be with him.
V. I Thessalonians Chapter 5

A. The Hope of the Resurrection Continued from I Thess. 4:15-18

1. Vs. 1-2 – Time of Resurrection?  Like a thief, we will not know.

2. Vs. 3 – Who are they?  They are those who do not accept the Words of God.

a. They are those who go through life with on alarm about the end.
b. These are the same as in the days of Noah.

c. These are the same as were taken by Babylon
d. As the world turns and crumbles in sinfulness, they will revel as Belshazzar before Babylon fell.

3. Vs. 4-6 – We are not of the Darkness of the World

a. In Christ, we are in His light.

· Psa 119:105 – Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, And light unto my path.
b. Consequently, our alertness is preparation according to Eph. 6:14-15:

· Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;
· Obedience to the Word is preparation for the day of His coming.

c. Sleeping is figurative for dismissive attitude toward the commands of God.
4. Vs. 7-8 – Folks actions demonstrate their nature.

a. Those of the night do night things.

· Their laxness if of the World.

· Their indulgences are of the World.

b. Those of the day (of Christ) do things of the light.
· These as mentioned back in Chap. 1:3 – Faith, Hope, Love.

· This is not only a description of the lives of Christians, but it was a manifestation of the lives of the Thessalonians.

5. Vs. 9-11 – The reason for behaving in faith, hope, and love:

a. God doesn’t want to see us perish in his wrath.

b. He wants to save all who are in His son.

c. It is this fact that should encourage us and make us want to share that encouragement.

· Inherent in this life is action between one another.

B. Christian Conduct
1. Vs. 12-13 - Appreciate your leadership.  Don’t war with them over your own desires.

2. Vs. 14-15 – Every member has a responsibility to spur the other to do what is right.

3. Vs. 16-18 – Rejoicing, prayer, thankfulness – Christian Characteristics.

a. Do we demonstrate them?

4. Vs. 19-22 – Gifts of the Spirit
a. Within the pagan culture there were some, as there are today, who would try to present truths as prophetic utterance.  

· This of course was despised as it was falseness.

· Unfortunately, this concern was applied to true utterances.

b. Paul instructed not to stop the utterances.

· Rather, because Thessalonians were given whole truth, he told them to examine words.

· This same tool must be used today when someone teaches the Word.
· Upon examination from the Word, anything which appeared to be false teaching was to be avoided.

· This same admonition applies to the practices and teachings of folks in the world and in the Church.

C. Vs. 23-24 – God is Faithful and Knows his Own
1. Through the efforts of God we can be made pure and acceptable in His sight when Christ comes.

2. God is faithful to keep his promises, just as He did with Israel.

a. The promises are conditional upon our heart and obedience.

D. Vs. 25-28 – Closing
1. Prayer for them

a. Though they were apostles sharing an inspired message, they were still men.

2. Many want to claim this as an ordinance to kiss one another.

a. However, Paul’s instruction here is with a greeting to all folks, keep it pure.

· The Thessalonian letter focused on sanctification or purity, Paul stresses this in closing.
3. The Letter was to be read to all.  

