I Thessalonians 1
I. Introduction

A. Review History Introduction
II. I Thessalonians 1

A. Vs. 1 – Greeting
1. Paul, Silvanus (Silas), and Timothy
a. Silas had joined Paul in place of Barnabus in Acts 15:40.
b. Timothy joined them in Acts 16:1.
2. Silas, Timothy and Paul had been in Thessalonica together.  
a. Timothy and Silas stayed in Berea briefly, then joined Paul in Athens. Acts 17:15, I Thess. 3:1-2
b. Timothy was sent back to Thessalonica. (Silas elsewhere). Then joined him in Corinth Acts 18:5.
B. Vs. 2-10

1. Vs. 2 - Paul was grateful for the Thessalonians and prayed for them. 

2. Vs. 3 - He mentions their faith, hope, and love.

a. He combines these often in his writings.

· Rom. 5:2-5, Gal. 5:5-6, Col. 1:4-5, I Thess. 5:8.

b. In this passage he mentions patience (steadfastness of hope)

· This is used in place of hope in 3 different verses.

· I Tim. 6:11, 2 Tim. 3:10, Titus 2:2
3. It is important to recognize that faith and love involve work and labor.

a. Jas 2:17 - Even so faith, if it have not works, is dead in itself.
b. John 14:15 – If you love me you will keep my commandments.
4. Vs. 4-5 - Election
a. Some Bodies of Religion hold to the Calvinistic theory of Unconditional Election
· This means that God chose certain people to be saved regardless of their actions.
· Spirit elects you, guides you to your salvation.
b. The Bible does not teach this.

· God chose to impart through Paul’s hands Gifts to the Thessalonians.
· Why?  Because they Obeyed the Words of God shared to them.
· Acts 5:30-32

· Without Obedience to God’s Word, the gifts would not be present in them.
c. The Word was preached to the Thessalonians by godly inspired men.
· It was given through inspiration of the Holy Spirit by Paul, Silas, and Timothy.
· It was confirmed by miracles.
· This validated the type of men these three were.
· This was the same gospel Paul taught everywhere. (I Cor. 4:17, Acts 20:27)
5. Vs. 6-7 – The Thessalonians took receiving Christ seriously.
a. The followed in the footsteps of Paul and Christ.
b. They suffered trials (By the same folks affecting Paul – Acts 17)
c. “Joy of the Holy Spirit” – Fruit of Spirit is displayed by those walking according to the Word.
· Gal. 5:22

d. They were great examples (See map of Macedonia & Achaia).
6. Vs. 8-10 – Everywhere the Thessalonians go they preach and live the Word
a. The story of their conversion spread.
· Left idols
· Were waiting for Christ to Return
· Jesus saves from judgment.
b. Important – This was not a message to Jews in Jerusalem speaking of 70 AD.
· This was to gentiles a world away looking for the return of Christ. 
