I Peter 5

I Introduction

A Chapter 1 Review

1 Greetings to Christians scattered about who were undergoing persecution. They were to have hope looking for the grace which was to come with the Return of Christ.  Their obedience to truth was to spurn them to “fervent” love for one another.

B Chapter 2 Review

1 Put aside petty dealings with one another and focus on the word which calls us to love and causes us to grow.  Be Christ like examples to government and employers Authority even if they are oppressive. 

C Chapter 3 Review
1 Wives to be proper Christian examples under Husband’s Authority.  Husband’s treat wives in a proper manner or be separated from God.  Remember God will not desert the righteous.  He delivered faithful Noah, faithful Christ, and will deliver faithful Christians in persecution.

D Chapter 4 Review
1 Those who live like Christ will Suffer, but God will Avenge. Judgment is in the Process.  Christians face the judgment of persecution to reach salvation every day.  How shall one who does not embrace righteousness be judged on the last day?  Embrace Being Judged as Christ.
II Chapter 5

A Vs. 1-4 - Exhortation By Peter to Elders
1 Therefore…  
a Chp. 4:12-18 – Judgment upon the ungodly is worse the judgmental persecution faced by Christians.

· Chp. 4:19 – Therefore, Trust your creator in doing what is right.
2 Vs. 1 - Therefore… Peter “exhorts” – [Exhort – Beg, entreat, beseech, instruct, encourage, invite.]
a He does so as

· A Fellow Elder

(i) Peter was an elder, so he is exhorting them as an equal.
· A Witness of the sufferings of Christ

(i) He was encouraging folks to suffer as Christ and he knew why Christ suffered.

· Christ suffered for being the type of person Peter was encouraging them to be.

· Again, Peter wasn’t trying to exhort here based on Apostolic authority.

· A partaker of the Glory to be Revealed

(i) a simple Christian.
· Encouraging as someone who is in the same boat as everyone else.

3 Vs. 2-4 – Peter Exhorts the Elders
a “Shepherd (feed, care for, rule, govern, protect) 
· the flock of God” – It isn’t yours, its God possession like everything else.
(i) Christ told Peter to “shepherd my sheep” in John 21:16
· “among you” – Note this demonstrates this is an issue of Local Authority.

(i) The Authority to Shepherd is not given over other congregations, regions, or nations.

· “not under compulsion, but voluntarily”
(i) The distinction of a willing or voluntary elder is important.  If one is compelled to do something, outside of himself, his commitment is not likely to be strong. 
· I Tim. 3:1 – “If any man desires the office…”

· “according to the Word of God”

(i) This is God’s flock, it is guided by His command.  The Generals are to follow Him.

· “Not for sordid gain” (Filthy Lucre)
(i) This emphasizes to us again that there are men who use this position to get ahead.  Martin Luther saw this rampant in the Catholic Church and history sees it even further back.

· “with eagerness”

(i) Where does the eagerness come from?  The purpose of Suffering like Christ.

· “Not lording it over those allotted to your charge”
(i) I Pet. 3:7

· “Proving to be examples”

(i) I Pet. 2:21
· As Christ led us in the right way to behave, so should elders.
b Refocus – When Christ comes back you will receive the reward

· Crown of Glory

(i) 1 Corinthians 9:25 - And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.
(ii) Php 4:1 - Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.
(iii) 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 - For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are our glory and joy.
(iv) 2 Timothy 4:8 - Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. – The blessing of having done right awaits.
(v) James 1:12 - Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.
· I suggest the crown of our life, the glory, the blessing, that which is promised is to see those incorruptible, eternal, righteous brothers and sisters having also made it to the presence of our God.
(i) Peter says tell the elders in their service, in their persecution, remember this crown.

B Vs. 5a – Peter Exhorts the Young
1 Many translations have the word men utilized here, but the Greek is simply “younger”.
2 The understanding is therefore for the young to defer to the older.

a Lev 19:32 – You shall stand up before the gray head and honor the face of an old man, and you shall fear your God: I am the LORD.
b 1Ti 5:1 – Rebuke not an elder, but exhort him as a father; the younger men as brethren:
C Vs. 5b-11 - Peter Exhorts all
1 Vs. 5b-7 – Humility
a Under one another, Under the hand of God.

b The first chapter spoke of obeying God and loving one another.

c The second chapter spoke of putting aside self, and submitting to Authority.

d The third chapter spoke of wives, Noah, and Christ submitting to Authority.

e The fourth suffering as Christ by submitting ourselves to God’s will.

f The start of this chapter has directed elders to be submissive to God
· As well as young submitting to old.

g When Peter calls the congregation here to be humble, it is simply stating in one word what he has been teaching throughout the book.
2 “Cast all your anxiety upon Him” - Recall the pressing issue is there was and would be persecution.
a  To be delivered or exalted, the request is give up control.
· The proud easily would try to take things in their own hands.
· Examples of this type of behavior?

3 Vs. 8 - “Be of sober spirit”

a I Pet. 1:13, 4:7 – have stated this previously.

· The soberness is in preparation for the Devil.

(i) His vices are all the sins and temptations that have been run through in this book.

(ii) They are the weaknesses that are uncovered in persecution.

(iii) They are destruction.
4 Vs. 9 – “Firm in the faith”

a The understanding that this is the faith or Word of God is seen in James 4:7
· Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
b We are not alone! – We do not have to have the fear of Elijah!
5 Vs. 10 – Right on the heels of establishing we are not alone among believers…

a It is reconfirmed that will be back!

b This was the hope they were told to be looking for from Chapter 1:13.
D Vs. 12-14
1 Vs. 12 – These direction in this book is the Word of God.

a Despite persecution – stand firm.

2 Who is Silvanus?  SILAS!  Paul’s traveling companion!

3 The she is believed to be the Church in Rome.

4 Mark is believed to be John Mark, the name being simply an affectionate term.
