In Uniform

I. Introduction  

A. Mind has been on Marines.  Round Lake Retreat. Two WTC Marines.  George Son.

B. A Marine’s proper function is similar to a Christian’s proper function.

1. They are both soldiers in defense against an enemy, protecting the lives of their loved ones.

2. Motto Sempre Fidelis: Always Faithful – Our lives are built on faith and a faithful God.

3. Until 1871 motto was “First to fight” - the church is the world’s first and only defense.

4. Corps Values: Honor, Courage, Commitment – Fruits of the Spirit: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self control.

5. Both have guiding principle:  No One Left Behind.

C. WTC Marines Article

D. The Marines and God are looking for a  few Good Men –
· Ez. 22:30  And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none.
1. Men who will stand in the Gap.

2. Men who will fight for the Lord.

a. Men not afraid of spreading the gospel

b. Men not afraid to rebuke sinfulness

c. Men not afraid of leading

d. Men not afraid of criticism

II. Marine Uniform – Eric, a Marine – George Pryor’s Son. – Recent Marine.
A. Parris Island Graduation.

1. Uniform on.

2. Eagle Globe & Anchor emblem buttons.

3. Certain way to wear uniform from hat to metals to buttons.

4. Keep uniform clean and pressed.

5. Behavior required in Uniform

a. Salute flag and officer

b. Can’t talk on cell phone and walk at same time.

c. Can’t chew and eat and walk at same time - Eric stayed in car to finish meal.
B. Marine’s Gain Respect of:

1. Gained respect of behavior expected of a Marine

2. Gained respect of training required to become a marine

3. Respect of Marine Uniform - unique and different from others

III. Uniform of God’s Army – Christian Uniform

A. The Christian Uniform is unique and Different from others.

1. Gal. 3:26-27, 29

2. Rom. 13:14 - But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.
B. The Christian Uniform sets the Christian Apart.

1. People Should not see Christians as one with the world.

2. Our uniform requires certain behaviors

a. Eph. 4:22-24 – Put away former sinful life and put on the new man created by God.

b. Col. 3:12-14

C. If No One Can See Your Uniform of Your Behaviors – Big Problem
1. Matt. 22:10-14


IV. Available to All

A. Marine Uniform

1. Most don’t go through boot camp.  Many couldn’t make it.

B. Christian Uniform

1. Many don’t seek it.  Many won’t keep it on through this life.

2. When the uniform is on, we are part of a team.  We are not individuals.

a. Gal. 3:28 - There can be neither Jew nor Greek, there can be neither bond nor free, there can be no male and female; for ye all are one man in Christ Jesus.
b. Col. 3:11 - where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ is all, and in all.
3. Prosecutor, judge, criminal, juryman, banker, bankrupt, gas attendant, accountant….

a. There are many citizens – But select group of “The Few and the Proud”

b. Ex. Man rushes over to man having heart attack and begins barking orders to bystanders.  Are you a doctor?  No, but I stayed at a Holiday Inn Express last night.

· People can play Marine, but they are not.  Some try to play Christian, but don’t have the right uniform.
· I Cor. 6:9-11 – These folks all decided to put on the uniform of Christ.
The Christian Uniform is available to All, but only to those who chose to meet acceptable standards.

V. There is a Specific Way to Get the Uniform

A. Getting the Marine Uniform

1. Eric – Took away old clothes

2. Took away sun glasses

3. Took away way of talking

B. Getting the Christian Uniform

1. Col. 3:5-10

2. Song:  “I’ve Got a New Attitude”

3. Gal. 3:27-28 – Already read – baptism clothes in Christ.

4. I Pet. 3:21 – And corresponding to that baptism now saves you – not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience – through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
VI. Purchasing the Uniform

A. Marine Dress Blues are not inexpensive

1. George bough Eric’s out of love for Him.

B. Christian Uniform is not inexpensive

1. Salvation is free, but it’s not cheap.

· Gal. 3:13-14

· Gal. 4:4-5
VII. Benefits of a uniform

A. Marine Uniform Benfits

1. Looks Good, Military Discounts, Health Ins., Food Discounts, CU Banking

2. Special Bond with those in the Corp.

B. Christian Uniform Benefits

1. Gal. 4:6-7  tells us: We are no longer slaves of sin, but sons of God.
2. Col. 3:3-4 – For ye died, and your life is hid with Christ in God.  When Christ, who is our life, shall be manifested, then shall ye also with him be manifested in glory.
3. Final Victory, Love of the Father & His Family

4. Luke 18:29-30 - And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or wife, or brethren, or parents, or children, for the kingdom of God's sake,  who shall not receive manifold more in this time, and in the world to come eternal life.
5. Phil. 3:7 tells us the Value of Knowing Christ is above all other things.
VIII. How Long Do You Wear the Uniform?

A. Marine Uniform Duration

1. Commitment 4 years Active – 4 years on Call.

2. All areas of his life are affected

B. Christian Uniform Duration

1. Rom. 13:10-12
2. Eph. 4:25-32
3. Eph. 5:1-5
4. Col. 3:15-25
Our Commitment To Wearing the Uniform is for Life

IX. Beware the Enemy

A. Marine’s Enemy

1. Do not take same way to work everyday.

2. Be Aware of Surroundings

a. Watch People’s actions

b. Watch People’s words

B. Christian’s Enemy

1. Eph. 5:6-8

2. Gal. 4:29-30 – (Bondwoman – those slaves to sin)
3. 2 Cor. 11:13-15 – “Stan disguises himself as an angel of light”.
4. I Pet. 5:8-10 – “Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion.”
X. Uniform Comes with Pain

A. Marine Uniform

1. Pain of Boot Camp

2. Pain of School of Infantry

3. Tough enough to Accept you may die, but it will be an honorable death.

4. Marine Christian knows: If God chooses him to live, nothing can kill him.

a. Rev. 12:10-11 - And I heard a great voice in heaven, saying, Now is come the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, who accuseth them before our God day and night.  And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb, and because of the word of their testimony; and they loved not their life even unto death.
b. Rev. 2:10 - Fear not the things which thou art about to suffer: behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee the crown of life.
c. I Pet. 1:6-7 - Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, ye have been put to grief in manifold trials,  that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold that perisheth though it is proved by fire, may be found unto praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ:
d. Heb. 12:6 - For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, And scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.
XI. Closing

When In Uniform, things are different, but we have the ultimate choice whether or not to wear that uniform in service of our God, the father.

Luke 15:22
