In the Beginning….

Adam and Eve – Gen. 1 (All blessings – One Test)

· Rule over the Earth and fill it.

· Gen. 3 – Fall of Man – Driven out of Garden

Noah – Gen. 7 (God saved one)

· Great Flood

· Rainbow Covenant (Gen. 9)

Tower of Babel – Gen. 11
· Unity, Communication, Commitment

· Did not have God

Abraham – Gen. 12
· 75 Yr. old – God said “Go to new land I will show you”.

· Left Haran – Took Lot

· “I will make you a great nation.” (Gen. 12:2) – Israel (Rom. 9:21)

· “In you all the families of the earth will be blessed. (Gen. 12:3)

· Promised Land (Canaan)

Sodom and Gommorah – Gen. 18  (God saved one)

· Abraham asks how many righteous needed to save city? 50,40,30,20,10…

· Lot, son in law, sons, daughters, and ….. wife (the pillar of salt).  

Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob, Joseph

· Jacob 12 sons – They sold Joseph to Ishmaelites.

· Joseph becomes a great leader in Egypt.

· Jacob to see Joseph in Egypt

· Gen. 46:3 – “…go down to Egypt, for I will make you a great nation there.”

Descendants of Abraham, Jacob, become slaves to Egypt.

Moses Delivers Israel

· Plagues upon Egypt – Ex. 7
· Pharoah hardens heart

· Final plague – Death of first born of all.

· Passover – spotless lamb – blood on doorposts

· Feast of unleavened bread – Ex. 12:14-15
· Moses parts Red Sea – Pharoah’s army destroyed

· Lord provides manna, meat, and water.

Mt. Sinai – Ex. 19
· 10 commandments

· Instructions for Ark of the Covenant (place of communing with Lord)

· Instructions for Tabernacle

· Instructions for Levites – Priests.

· Inspiration of Bezalel and Oholiab

· Golden calf

· 10 Commandments again

· These commandments were for only the children of God – Israel/jews

Spying out the Promised Land (Canaan) – Num. 13
· 12 spies – 10 spies describe Giants

· Joshua and Caleb – We will overcome it, “if Lord is pleased with us”.

God Turns Israel to Wilderness – Num. 14
· 40 Yrs.

· Only 20 and under + Caleb and Joshua will return to promised land.

· Many struggles with Sin and being rebellious.

Israel enters Canaan (Joshua)
· Israel still not follow commands of God

· Israel worships idols

· Judges 17:6 – “In those days there was no king in Israel, every man did what was right in his own eyes.”
Israel Demands a King – I Sam. 12
· God Punishes people for turning from God

· Saul anointed King according to the world’s eyes.

· Saul does not follow commands of God.

· David annointed King – Acts 13:22, “Man after God’s own heart”.
King David – I Sam. 16
· David and Goliath – Trusted in God

· David wanted to build permanent home for God

· Prophecy of Jesus – 2 Sam. 7:12-13 “I will set up they seed after thee…”
· “He shall build a house for my name.”
· Context - Permanent house.  “Throne lasting forever.”
· David’s misunderstanding causes him to plan temple.

Solomon Son of David

· Plans to Build temple based on plans of David. 

· I Kings 6:11-14 – “This house…” “If you” “I will dwell”
· No Inspiration of workers

Tribes Split

· Judah and Israel

· Israel does evil

· God sends prophets with the message of repentance

· Israel does not listen

· Assyria takes Israel into captivity

· Babylon takes Israel/Judah into captivity

· Jerusalem Destroyed with extensive fire

Cyrus Decree

 - Prophet of God, Isaiah, prophecies - Isaiah 44:28 (NKJV): ‘Who says of Cyrus, 'He is My shepherd, And he shall perform all My pleasure, Saying to Jerusalem, "You shall be built," And to the temple, "Your foundation shall be laid." ' 

- So Two prophecies put forth.... 

1) Cyrus, would be a shepherd.  

2) Cyrus would declare the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem rebuilt.

- How Would they Be Accomplished?

1) Cyrus had to be born. - 160 Years before Cyrus Born

2) The Temple would have to be destroyed, because Jerusalem was prospering and would not be destroyed for another 100 years (by Nebachadnezzar) (which was prophecied - Ezekial).

3) Cyrus would have to defeat Babylon.
· Israel allowed to return home and rebuild Temple and Jerusalem

Israel Restored Under Foreign Rule

· Ezra recites laws, people follow

· Continues to do evil and stray from God’s commandments

Messiah Born – Jesus Christ – Matt. 1

· Lineage of David  - Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 9:6-7,

· Lineage of Jesse - Isaiah 11:1, 

· Location of Birth - Micah 5:2
John the Baptist

· Prepared way for Jesus with baptism of repentance.

Jesus Ministers

· Love, kindness, goodness of God.

· Punishment, severity, judgement of God.

· Miracles

· Prophecy – Many things including destruction of Jerusalem and His own death.

Peter’s Confession – Mat. 16:13-19
· On this rock, pebble vs. Rock

· Keys – 

Jesus Death

· Crucified

· Buried

· Resurrected on 3rd Day.

· Law of Moses is done

Scripture regarding the Removal of the Old Testament (for the Jews)

Heb. 7:17-24 – Christ’s priesthood and the changing of the law.

Rom. 7:4 – Made to die to the Law…

Eph. 2:13-16 – Abolished the Law…

Gal. 3:24-25 – Was just a tutor (which agrees with Rom. 9:21)

Day of Pentecost

· Holy Spirit falls on apostles – Promised (Acts 1:8)

· Peter takes Keys to Jews – The Gospel

· Peter takes Keys to Gentiles (Acts 10) – Holy Spirit Baptism Completed.

· What were Keys to the Kingdom?

Plan of Salvation

· Hear – Rom. 10:17
· Believe – Rom. 10:9
· Confess – “”

· Repent – Acts 2:38
· Baptized – “” Mk. 16:16, I Pet. 3:21
· Live Faithful and Call on God for Forgiveness – I John 1:5-2:1
Completion of God’s Message

· No other Gospel to be Preached - Gal. 1:8-9
· No More revelation and gifts once Word is complete to Church. (I Cor. 13:8-10; Eph.4:11-13)

· Jerusalem Destroyed in 70 AD as predicted by Christ

· World awaiting 2nd coming

Characteristics of the 2nd Coming

-    There will be a final Resurrection – I Cor. 15.  Paul and other gave their life for it.

· No one knows the time of the second coming (Mt. 24:36)

· Every Eye will see Christ when he returns (Rev. 1:7)

· Acts 1:11 – Will return in the clouds on the sky.

· Mt. 25:32 – All nations will be before God when Christ returns.

· Acts 17:31, Rom. 14:10, 2 Cor. 5:10 – All will be judged.

Final Thoughts

· John 3:16 – 

· 2 Pet. 3:9 – 

· From the beginning, God has blessed those that follow Him.

· From the beginning, God had a plan to reconcile man when he blew it.

· God provided an example through Israel of how he will bless and punish.

· God has always saved the righteous from His Punishment, even when there was but 1 soul to save.

From God’s extensive demonstration to the world of His power, Love, and Justice… Will you turn your back to Him and choose punishment?

