The Importance of Remaining Faithful
I Introduction
A The entire scope of this series of lessons has been Salvation.  
1 Man, blemished with sin, and being forgiven by God through the Blood of Christ, then living faithfully according to the path God has provided.  This final lesson, examines the importance of remaining faithful to death.
II Remaining Faithful is important, Because Man Can Give Up His Salvation
A Example: Recently, I talked with a woman who believed her “Paul like” conversion was all she needed for salvation.  God’s grace had provided it and now, nothing could take it away.  Certainly if this is true, there is no need to faithfully live by the direction of God to any degree.  However, if it is wrong, a lack of faithfulness would be reliance upon man’s plan for salvation and not God’s.  
1 To test this hypothesis, three scriptures will be examined:
a Acts 20:29-30 – Paul last warning to Ephesus – Part of the Flock!
b I Corinthians 9:23-27 – Paul himself admits he could fall 
c I Timothy 4:1-2 – Paul establishes that some will fall away
2 “But if they leave the truth that means they were never in a place to fall away anyway”

a Was Paul concerned about falling away because he really wasn’t following the truth?

· You cannot fall from a tree you have not climbed – The Bible says “fall”
b 2 Timothy 3:1-5 – There are people who hold to a form of Godliness, but they are not in Christ.
c Matthew 7:22-23 – There are going to be those declaring their deeds, but they are not in Christ.
d Colossians 3:17 – Our command is that All we do be in Christ and be done with a thankful heart.

· Doing so means there is no concern about falling away.

III Remaining Faithful is important, Because of Who God is:

A God is Our Creator

1 Every individual ponders, “How did man come to life?” Evolution? Mystic ooze?  Cosmic Crystals?
a Genesis 2:7 - And Jehovah God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 

b John 1:3 – All things came into being by Him; and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.

2 It is God who said “Let there be light” and it is in Him we have the words of Truth and Life.

a Out of thankfulness for life, should not common sense say, “Be thankful to your Creator”.
b God as Creator believes man should - Romans 1:18-21
B God is Our Provider

1 God has given man an environment to live.  

a He has provided drink, vegetable, bread, and meat.

b He has provided shelter and means to clothe ourselves.

c He has provided insects and bacterium to clean up our messes.

d He has promised that if we remain faithful, these things will continue to be ours. Mat. 6:25, 33
e  Matt. 25:14-29 – Point: Remain a Faithful servant for God has something greater for you. 
C God is Our Savior - I Peter 1:1-16
1 sprinkled with His blood, dead, great mercy, salvation, love, grace,

a Love Him, Obey and obedient, gird your minds for action, holy

D God is Our Judge
1 Previous talked about those not honoring God (Romans 1:18-21)
a So, God gave them over (Let them proceed) – (Romans 1:24,26,28)
b Therefore Romans 2:1-8
· Unfaithfulness brings Penalty (Not just loss of reward)
IV Remaining Faithful is important, Because of the Path God has Given

A God’s Path Calls for Responsibility
1 God gave responsibilities in the beginning 
a He told man to be fruitful and multiply, cultivate the garden, and not to eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 1:28, 2:15, 16-17) 
2 God gave responsibilities in Mosaic times
a Ten commandments, offerings, sacrifices, feast days.

3 God today has responsibilities in the New Covenant
a Some say there are not responsibilities, but Jesus says “If you love me you will keep my commandments”.
· He also tells his disciples to teach us what He commanded them (Matthew 28:20).

(i) These don’t make us deserve anything - Luke 17:7-10
B God’s Path Makes Us Better People – Changed thieves, murderers, liars, prostitutes, adulterers - Paul
1 Psalms 19:7-11 - The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring the soul: The testimony of Jehovah is sure, making wise the simple. The precepts of Jehovah are right, rejoicing the heart: The commandment of Jehovah is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of Jehovah is clean, enduring for ever: The ordinances of Jehovah are true, and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the droppings of the honeycomb.  Moreover by them is thy servant warned: In keeping them there is great reward. 
2 Rom 12:2  And be not fashioned according to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, and ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
3 2 Timothy 3:16 - Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness. That the man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work.
4 Every person who has decided to follow God was once part of the “and such were some of you” crowd.
a Christians have pushed on to maturity, renewed their minds, and made effort to do what is right.
· This causes less pain for the Christian and to the world around them.
· I am a far better man because of Christ.
C God’s Path Gives life a purpose
1 Many people struggle every day not knowing what to do with their life.
a They feel lost.  Where is value?
· They run through jobs, relationships, possessions, and still have no answer.

· Sadly, many try false religions as well – Excuse sins, trying works, trying to self actualize.
(i) Living by manmade solutions won’t provide a cure – Our purpose lies on God’s path.
2 Galatians 2:20 - I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ living in me: and that life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for me. 
a Paul makes the message clear, it’s not our life, so our plans do not matter.  
· It is what Christ wants for us that matters.
3 Matthew 16:24-25 - Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  For whosoever would save his life shall lose it: and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake shall find it.
a The apostles got this when God’s full plan was made manifest to them on Pentacost
· From then on they would be Spiritual warriors
(i) Their life had purpose and was driven by living faithfully.
4 What does God want from us in following his plan?
a Ephesians 2:10 – Not just good works, but those in Christ which requires a proper heart.
b Micah 6:8 - He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth Jehovah require of thee, but to do justly, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with thy God?
D God’s Plan Allows Us to Impact Others in a Good Way
1 God’s Plan enabled many to come safely to the Land of Canaan

2 God’s Plan changed Rahab from a prostitute to a woman of faith

3 God’s plan enabled Jonah to greatly impact  Nineveh
4 God’s Plan Forgave 3000 on the Day of Pentacost

5 Hebrews 13:7 – God’s plan is what enabled someone to influence us to serve Christ – Ex.
V Remaining Faithful is important, because of Place He has Prepared – Jn 14:2-3 – “Many mansions”
A We have a reward
1 Rev 22:14 - Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may have the right to come to the tree of life, and may enter in by the gates into the city. - We will have what was had by man in the beginning
2 Galatians 6:8 - For he that soweth unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life.

3 1 John 2:24-25 - As for you, let that abide in you which ye heard from the beginning. If that which ye heard from the beginning abide in you, ye also shall abide in the Son, and in the Father. And this is the promise which he promised us, even the life eternal.
a This is truly life eternal when we are one with our creator, provider, savior, and judge – And he Approves!
B The blessings of this world are not eternal
1 God made all good things of this earth.  We can enjoy them, but they are perishable – 2 Peter 3:10-12
2 Time is short - James 4:14 - … For ye are a vapor, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.
C The Blessings of this world are not better
1 Romans 8:18
2 Revelation 21:3-5

3 Mat. 16:26 – This is the point to which living faithfully comes down
D See Family in Heaven
1 Rev. 2:10 – Crown of life - I Cor. 9:25 – incorruptible crown - 2 Timothy 4:7-8 – A crown of righteousness
a What is that crown?  I Thessalonians 2:19 – Our faithful loved ones, friends, 
b I Samuel 12:23 (David’s child from adultery dies) - infant children

2 I Thessalonians 4:16-17
VI Closing
A There are a great number of reasons Christians should remain faithful.
1 A Few have been mentioned:

a Our Salvation is tied faithfulness.

b Who God Is

c The Path He Has Given

d Place He has Prepared
2 1 Corinthians 15:58 - Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not vain in the Lord.
