Establishing Authority by Implication

I. Introduction

A. The Word of God is completely inspired and all we need for life and Godliness.

B. Authority by Bible’s: Direct Statements, Accounts of Action, and Implications.

C. The Authority for the details in our service to God comes only from the New Testament.
D. Today, we will examine instances of Biblical Implication.
1. Acknowledgement: Gary Workman, Eddie Parrish
A. Differences Between Implication, Inference, And Necessary Inference
1. An Implication is something naturally to be understood: suggestion.
2. Speaker or writer is the one doing the implying.

1. An Inference is the reasoning process from the Implication: a logical conclusion
2. Listener or reader of an implication makes an inference.
3. The conclusion can be made from truth or assumption.
4. Because something is inferred, does not necessarily mean it is true.
1. A Necessary Inference is distinction based on truth.

a. Ex. Drawing an Inference – From Two Statements
b. All Boys have cooties.

c. Gary was a boy.
2. Inference: Gary had cooties.

3. This is a proper inference based on the data given.

a. However, the inference is based on assumption, something not necessarily true.

b. Thus, the inference made is not a “necessary inference”.

Examples of Three Kinds of Inferences

1. Some Inferences (conclusions) from scripture are not true

a. Ex. John 3:16 – Faith Alone

· Failure to infer what the scriptures imply.

· No implication that faith is only requirement

· Does not utilize other verses involving salvation. Acts 17:30, Rom. 10:9-10, I Pet. 3:21
· It contradicts James 2:24 – “Man is justified by works, and not by faith alone.”
a. Ex. Acts 13:14 – Inference: Sabbath is day we are to worship.

· Failure to infer what the scriptures imply.

· Tells what Paul did with an opportunity to teach

· I Cor. 9:20 – Became as Jews… Jews gathered on Sat, so he went to them.

· No Implication about the appointed day to worship.

· Ignores Scriptures saying Law of Moses Gone: Rom. 7:6, Col. 2:13-14
· Contradicts Acts 20:7, I Cor. 16:2 – First day of week is worship.

a. Not every inference man makes from the scriptures are true.

b. Not the fault of scripture, but man for not following the Authority of Scripture.

1. Some Inferences from scripture may or may not be true.

a. Acts 18:24-28

b. Apollos only knew baptism of John.

c. Was further instructed about the way of God.

d. No rebaptism mentioned.

· Inference: No necessity for reimmersion.

e. Note: No record of Apostle reimmersion.
f. This inference is opinion: We cannot prove they were not reimmersed.

a. Inference: Apostles drank from just one container when Lord’s Supper began.
b. Mt. 26:27 – All the apostles to drink “of it.”
c. Mark 14:23 – “They all drank of it”
d. Luke 22:20, I Cor. 10:16, 21, 11:25-28 – Referred to as the Cup.
e. This inference is opinion: We cannot prove they only drank with one cup.

· Drink “of it” could mean multiple containers:
· Luke 22:17 – Passover Cup – “Take this and divide it among yourselves”
· John 4:12 – “of it” certainly means different containers here.

1. Some Inferences are Necessarily true – They are Necessary Inferences.

2. The Bible no where says women can partake of the Lord’s Supper.

3. There were no women present when Jesus began Lord’s Supper.

a. We must infer women can partake of the Lord’s Supper.

b. I Cor. 10:16-17, I Cor. 11:23-25 – Church told to partake

c. I Cor. 1:11, 14:34-35 – Women were a part of the Church

4. Necessary Inference: Women told to partake of the Lord’s Supper.
5. This is a Necessary Inference, because it is based upon truth.

a. Necessary Inference: Women may not serve as Elders.

b. Titus 1:6 – Elder must be the husband of one wife.

c. No woman is the husband of one wife.

d. Thus, a woman cannot be an elder.
a. Necessary Inferences are true, because they are based upon Truth.

b. Necessary Inferences from the Bible are God’s Implications.

A. Does God Want us to Get Authority for our Actions from His Implications?
1. Mat. 22:23-28 – Encounter with Saducees.
a. Question: Who will be the husband to the wife?
b. Mt. 22:29 – You don’t know what you are talking about.

c. Mt. 22:30 – Your Question is based on a false assumption.

a. Jesus uses implication and focuses on the Sadduccee’s lack of believe in life after death.

· Mt. 22:31-32 – (From Ex. 3)

· Abraham, Jacob, Isaac were dead for centuries.

· “I am” – signifies they were living.

2. Thus, we know there is life beyond death.

3. The saducees should have inferred this implied truth from Ex. 3.
1. Summary on Implication from Mat. 22:23-32
2. It is appropriate to make Necessary Inferences.  Jesus Did.

3. We can make Necessary Inferences.  We are to imitate Him.
a. To answer our question: Does God want us to get authority for our actions from His implications?
b. God Expects us to do so through Necessary Inferences.

A. Still questioning whether or not Implication has anything to do with determining Authority?

1. The Bible was not specifically addressed to anyone alive today.

2. No where explicitly says Travis Main, you must study Bible.

a. Letters written to Rome, Corinth, Timothy, Titus.

· How do I know that there are passages that apply to me?

· Necessary Inference from God’s Implications.

a. Anytime we try to apply Bible to ourselves or anyone else, we do so by Necessary inference.

b. Jude 3 – Faith once for all delivered to the saints.

· Mat. 22:31 – Jesus applied words of Moses to people of that day.

· That principle applies still today.

3. Just because our name does not appear in Bible, does not mean it does not apply to us.
A. Closing

1. Today we have learned about the third way to determine Authority for our Lives.

2. God’s Implications.

1. We have examined three types of inferences men make regarding Biblical Implications.

2. We only have Authority to bind Necessary Inferences with the Bible.
3. Necessary Inferences are only based on Truth.
B. God Expects us to Make Necessary Inferences.

1. When Men make Improper Inferences, they are not accurately handling the Word.

2. Regardless of how nice they are.

3. Regardless of how sincere they are.
1. The Last Three Lessons we have seen how the Bible Determines Authority.

2. Direct Statements, Accounts of Action, Implication

3. In upcoming lessons, we are going to see how to apply Biblical Authority.

C. Are you Ready to live your life under the Authority of the Bible today?

