A PREACHER WORTHY OF IMITATION
I Thessalonians 1:1-7 – Imitating Paul

· Heroes, people we want to be like: Westerns, John Wayne, Lone Ranger; Astronauts, John Glenn, Neil Armstrong; President, father, grandfather, Girls no… maybe Mother, grandmother, Elenore Roosevelt, Jaquelyn Kennedy, Doctor?  

· I loved the Dallas Cowboys!  And still do!
· The late Tom Landry, Coach of the Dallas Cowboys, once said, "My job is to make others do what they don't want to do, in order that they can do what they've dreamed about doing all their lives." – That is what a preacher does.

INTRODUCTION:

1. What makes a preacher a "good" preacher? 

· proper clothing,  * eloquent speech * preacherly looks * suitable automobile * formal schooling * perfect past * Christian family -WE ARE ALL PREACHERS!  TEACHERS OF THE GOSPEL
2. I Thessalonians 2:1-12 – Main Text
DISCUSSION:

I. We Want to Imitate the Message (verse 2).

A. Called the gospel of God because it originated with God.

1. Galatians 4:4 – "But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law." – Ex. Mike at prison – Gospel is not from Men.
B. The gospel is the power of God.

1. Romans 1:16 – "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek." Ex. Mapquest is the Power to finding a destination.
· The Gospel of Christ has been shared in the flesh and in the spirit since the creation of man. (I Pet)
C. Because Paul understood the gospel is the power of God unto salvation, he was ready to preach the gospel.

1. Romans 1:15 – "So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also." – Are you ready?  What has been keeping you from doing so? Years wasted.  What makes you ready to preach the gospel?  Woman at the well – John 4:39
D. The gospel is intended for all men. 

1. Matthew 28:18-20–Prisoners, Doormen, CarSalesman, HouseWives, ComputerGeeks, Senators, carpenters, Presidents, bankers, electricians, teachers, plumbers.
II. We Want to Imitate the Manner.

A. Courageously (verses 2-4). Paul preached boldly despite his previous persecutions at Philippi and Thessalonica. This boldness does not come naturally, but has to be developed. 
· Take baby steps, if your faith is weak, just do the work.  Ex. Parable of Talents – 5,2,1
1. II Timothy 1:6-8 - Instruction
2. Revelation 21:8 – Judgement
B. Caringly (verses 7-8).

1. II Timothy 2:24-26 – We are not at war with souls, but evil.
C. Constantly (verse 9). 

1. Acts 20:31 – "Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears."

D. With character (verse 10)

1. II Corinthians 6:3 – "Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed."

· I Cor. 9:19-23 – Paul made became all things to all men…  (Suits to blue collar?)

III. We Want to Imitate the Motive.

A. Without covetousness/Greed (verses 5-6). 

1. II Peter 2:1-3 – Kennedy once said “Ask not what the country can do for you, but what you can do for you country”  (God / Church / Man)
B. To please God (verse 4).

1. Galatians 1:10 – "For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ."

2. 2 Cor. 5:9 – “Therefore also we have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.   Ex. Calling home for praise from my father.
C. Concern for the lost (verses 11-12).

1. Romans 9:1-3 – Ex. Fruit left to rot on trees. Preaching isn’t just a duty… We are saving the lost fruit, because we don’t want it to rot away.

D. Paul realized he was a debtor.

1. Romans 1:14 – "I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians, both to the wise, and to the unwise."

CONCLUSION:

May we all strive to imitate Paul in:

A. The message he preached.

B. His manner of preaching.                            C.   His motivation for preaching.
