	2 Thessalonians 1 & 2
I Introduction
A Review I Thessalonians
1 The Thessalonians were faithful Christians whose reputation carried throughout the area of Macedonia and beyond.  
2 They stood strong despite persecution.
3 They were demonstrated purity and brotherly love which Paul encouraged them to grow in.
a In brotherly love, a humble life, avoidance of being a busy body, and working were mentioned.
4 Paul encouraged them in regard to the Second Coming of Christ, pointing out that there be no alarm for those who had past on before in Christ.
5 He closed the book with encouragement about Christian conduct.
a Encouraging them to examine teachings and stay away from falseness.

B Preview to II Thessalonians
1 Shortly after the first letter, approx. 6 months, the second letter is sent.
a This letter touches on the second coming as did the first.
· Things which must happen before it are presented.
b Brotherly Love Issues Had Arisen
· Specifically, laziness and being a busybody had become a problem.
· Along with this there is a second expression about staying away from falseness.

II II Thessalonians Chapter 1
A Vs. 1-4 – Introduction to Thessalonian Epistle
1 Common Greeting Addressed to the Mixed Christian Group of Thessalonica.

2 Praise of Faith which is growing.
a I Thess. 1:8

3 Love for one another abounds.
a I Thess. 3:12

4 Glory in them because of Patience in Faith in the midst of Persecution.
a I Thess. 2:14

B Vs. 5-10 – The Purpose and End of Persecutors
1 Coffman and Lipscomb both point out what is meant by “manifest token”
a “Clear sign of the righteous judgment of God that he might test and try them and prove them worthy to receive the blessings of the kingdom of God.” – Lipscomb

2 It is further established that it is righteous that God has vengeance upon persecutors.
a Rom 12:19 - Avenge not yourselves, beloved, but give place unto the wrath of God: for it is written, Vengeance belongeth unto me; I will recompense, saith the Lord.


3 These verses clearly identify the subject of the second coming.  There will be an everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord.
a Dan 12:2 - And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.
· Note the words everlasting are the same exact word.
b Those called saints are those that believed the teachings of the Apostles.

C Vs. 11-12 – Desire for the Thessalonians to Abound in the Goodness of the Lord
1 Desire of God’s Acceptance of them to Show in Power of the Holy Spirit.
2 Desire for those actions would glorify God.

III II Thessalonians Chapter 2
A Vs. 1-2 - The concern regarding the return of Christ is established. 
1 The Thessalonians were to not be quickly sold that Christ's return was imminently at hand or present regardless of any information from prophecy (spirit) or word of apostle.

B Vs. 3-4 - Certain occurrences that must take place before the return of Christ.
1  (When he returns no one knows, not even Christ Mt. 24:35-36). 
2 These occurrences are identified:
a Apostasy must come first – One of an obvious magnitude since apostasy was already present.
b Man of lawlessness to be revealed.

3 First let us consider the apostasy first.
a Certainly, apostasy was already occurring in the time frame of Paul. This is alluded to in this chapter. In the Ante-Nicene, time frame which extends from the time of the church to approx. 325 AD, we see folks slowly moving away from the truth of the Gospel. The formation of the Catholic Church is at hand. What would seem like a positive move in Constantine's edict of Toleration establishing Christianity as the religion of the empire was nothing more than further whitewashing of false doctrine creeping into the Church.

b During the Dark ages, seeing the fall of the Western Roman Empire, the Roman Catholic Church began to grow in power. Its official beginnings of approx. 606 BC. The head of that body would be the Pope of Rome. Though this position had been developing some years before, it was finally to an uncontested position. During these years a great deal of false practices inundated the Church and it was obvious for their practices were in conflict with what was taught by the Apostles and Christ in the first century.

c In 1054, we have a division of the Roman Catholic Church and the Greek Orthodox Church. 
· This was the first daughter of apostasy. 
· Many others would follow: 1521 - Lutheran Church, 1534 - Church of England, 1541 - Presbyterian Church, 1607 - Baptist Church, 1739 - Methodist Church, 1830 - Mormons, 1843 - 7th Day Adventists, 1875 - Christian Science, 1881 - Jehovah Witness, 1945 - United Pentecostal Church, etc. 
· As you can see apostasy has become rampant. The time frame of this is typically penned during the Dark Ages.
4 Now our second item, the man of lawlessness. What do we know from this passage about him?
a He would be revealed
b Called son of destruction
c Takes seat in the temple of God
d Displays himself as being God
e and... though it is later in the text, his end will be with the Coming of Christ.

5 Now, it doesn't take a mental giant to realize that if he is going to appear during the time frame of the apostasy and he is going to be around until the coming of Christ, there can only be a few conclusions.
a First, Christ has returned and this is an old story (The Catholic Church invented the 70 AD doctrine to try to clear themselves of this passage and that in Revelation). 
b Second, there is one really old person hanging around (since Christ has not come back yet - and we are supposed to know who this person is). 
c Third the Apostasy has not occurred as of yet. 
d Finally, the man of lawlessness is not an individual. Again, I am sure others can come up with other possibilities, but I mention these common ones.

6 My understanding of this passage and history is the man of lawlessness is indeed not an individual.
a He is a group of individuals. He is the Roman Catholic papacy. This is mentioned by a plethora of commentators including Coffman and Lipscomb. 
b What is lawlessness? 
· It is transgression from the Word of God. 1Jn 3:4 - "Every one that doeth sin doeth also lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. " 
· In the same manner, the papacy is a son of destruction (perdition, ruin, loss) just as all false teachers are. 
· Many have wanted to point out some sort of Devil incarnate or personification of evil here like Hitler or more generally, "The AntiChrist". 
-  However, the antichrist is not a singular individual but rather a plurality of false teachers. Singular entities also do not meet the qualifications of definition given in this text.

7 The next, two descriptions of this entity are very helpful indicators. 
a The first is that the individual would take a seat in the temple of God. 
· Now some folks would go back and identify this as a specific individual in the first century, but remember, this entity must last until Christ comes. 
-  The papacy, is an excellent example of one which sits in the temple of God. The temple, is not referring to that structure of Mosaic Worship. It is referring to the Church of God, the Body of Christ, the collective of Christians - I Cor. 6:12-20. The papacy has been set up as the "head of the Church" (the head is Christ, not a man). 

b The second description is that he displays himself as God. The Pope has been verbally proclaimed to be "God on earth". He is often referred to as "Lord God the Pope".
· He has been declared free of Apostolic direction, powerful enough to set decrees as he determines to do so.

C Vs. 5-7 - Paul notes he told them about these things prior and that there is a restraint at the moment which must be moved before this all comes to life.
1 It was not until the Roman Empire Fell Apart that these things came to fruition. The Roman Authority was the supressor. Once this was removed, the Catholic Church reigned. 
2 Today, Vatican City is its own country with the head of state being pope. The pope has legislative, Judicial, and executive power. The pope has his own military. The pope influences and directs countries all around the World. The Roman Empire would have never allowed this when in power.

D Vs. 8-10 - "Then" meaning from climb to power until coming of Christ, this entity will be established. 
1 How will that downfall come about?
2  The entity, will end through the slaying by the breath of the mouth of the Lord - John 12:48.

a The entity coming, that is the head of all the apostasy, the papacy, will come demonstrating power, signs, and false wonders. 
· The word "false" or "lying" applies the power, signs, and wonders. 
· The Catholic Church has always had false signs. 
-  Reported have been apparitions of Mary, the weeping Madonna, Eucharist into blood and flesh, Rwandan Visions, etc. 
b Why do people believe in this hogwash? 
· They certainly can see that the Roman Catholic Church does not promote the truth of the scriptures can they not? Evidently not. 

E Vs. 11-12 - God will send a deluding influence upon those who want to follow falseness and not God.
1 They have taken pleasure in the Apostasy birthed by the Catholic Church and all its daughters the denominations. 
2 The entire body of them representing sinfulness of which God never taught.

F Vs. 13-17 – The Thessalonians had been called to Truth, not given to a lie.
1 Encouragement to stand fast – to endure.
2 Encouragement to engage in the work through Christ.

IV II Thessalonians 3
A Vs. 1-5 - Desire for Steadfastness and Protection
1 Vs. 1-2 - Apostles wanted prayer for:
a Success of the Word – as it had been successfully received among the Thessalonians.
b Protection from evil men – Certainly a needed request.

2 Vs. 3 – The Lord is identified as one who would strengthen and protect.
a One is in italics, evil is sufficient and more encompassing.

3 Vs. 4 – Confidence in the faithfulness of the Thessalonians
a Note:  The apostles commanded – this is authority from Christ.
4 Vs. 5 – All they were to do was by the direction of God.
a The direction of God is His Word. 
b This is how Love is developed and steadfastness.
B Vs. 6-15 – Exhortation/Admonishment – To Avoid an Unruly Life
1 Vs. 6 - Keep away from those in the Church that are not following the Word.
a I Cor. 5:11-13

2 Vs. 7-9 – The Apostles led a life industry (I Thess. 2:9-11)
a They did not have their hand out.
b They worked to provide for themselves
c They were not a burden.
d They gave the proper example of how to behave.

3 Vs. 10-12 – Some folks were living undisciplined lives.
a They did not approve of self exaltation, busybodies, or laziness (I Thess. 4:9-12) 
· We are not to lead idle lives – Your life was not designed to have “Me” or “Free” time.
-  Certainly, we have examples of rest, but not idleness.
b “Do not grow weary of doing good”
· Gal 6:9 - And let us not be weary in well-doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.

4 Vs. 14-15 – Repetition of Vs. 6.
a Some Christians still walk with the world in their actions.
· We are kind to them.
· We can study with them.
· But we should not surround our lives with them.
· Why?
-  They see no loss in their worldliness.
-  They may influence us to sin.

V Paul’s Closing
A Peace in every circumstance
1 How?
B Paul’s confirmation that this letter was from him.
1 What was another confirmation?
· That the things he told them were in accordance with the Word he shared.
-  That sharing was confirmed with Miracles.


