I Corinthians 9
I. Introduction
A. Chap. 8 – Topic is eating Meat Sacrificed to Idols (8 – chp. 11.1)
1. What can we do about these folks who won’t eat?
a. Corinthians had knowledge that all meats acceptable and idols were nothing.
b. They were aware of their “Rights”
2. Rather, be concerned about:

· Being a stumbling block

· Edification

· Love

3. May have right to eat all things, but must consider assoc./effect on others. (I Cor. 10)
a. Considered this reasoning in regard to Acts 15:20.
II. Vs. 1-14 – Paul’s Freedom under the Gospel
A. Vs. 1-2 – Paul establishes his prominent position in the Lord
1. The overriding theme in these verses is Paul’s rights in the Lord.
a. This connection is important in relation to Chap. 8.

b. The awareness of Christian “Rights” were noted there.

c. Paul is now examining his rights to make a point

· The conclusion is really in vs. 13 of Chap. 8.

2. He is an apostle

a. He had seen the Lord

b. The Lord has blessed his efforts in spreading the gospel.

· Obvious manifestation was the Corinthians themselves.

B. Vs. 3-6 - Paul Expands upon his “rights” in the gospel
1. “Have we no right” (As apostles)

a. “We have the right to…”

2. Rights noted by Paul:

a. Vs. 4 - We have a right to eat and drink (Be fed by the church)
b. Vs. 5 - We have a right to travel with a wife (who is a servant of God)
c. Vs. 6 - We have a right to make a living preaching.

· Paul notes Barnabas

· Barnabas not an apostle

· Notes “Rights” of all who preach gospel.

C. Vs. 7-14 - The Right to make a living preaching
1. Secular Arguments in Vs. 7
a. Soldier

b. Farmer

c. Shepherd

2. Vs. 8 - The point is not made just in Secular manner.

3. Scripture from the Law of Moses as an example or principle

a. Oxen (Duet. 25:4)

· Another great example of Necessary Inference! (Mt. 22)

· “God is not concerned about Oxen is he?”

· Vs. 10

4. Vs. 11 - Spiritual vs. Physical

5. Vs. 12 – Others had exercised right of support of Corinthians to spread gospel.

a. Paul and Barnabas founded the congregation.

· They were spiritual fathers

b. They did not make use of their rights

· Did not want to be a stumbling block

6. Vs. 13 - A Second Scriptural reference from law of Moses as an example or principle

a. The Temple priests enjoyed the food of the temple

7. Vs. 14 - The Lord directed those who preach the gospel could have support from it.

a. Luke 10:7

III. Vs. 15-18 - Why does Paul Preach Gospel, yet not take advantage of his “rights”?
A. Understanding Paul’s boast

1. Paul was glad he could offer the Gospel freely to the Corinthians.  It was a reward.

2. He did not have to force a right and he was happy.

3. His action was voluntary for their edification.

B. Was preaching the gospel a Compulsion?

1. Preaching for free was voluntary.
a. If not, it would have been a command entrusted as to a steward, it was not.

2. Preaching was a compulsion.

a. There is nothing to boast in the act of teaching the Gospel.  It is our duty.

3. Christ had commissioned him to teach.

a. In obedience to the Lord, he had no choice.

b. We are all commissioned to teach gospel – 2 Tim. 2:24, Mt. 28:18-20, Col 3:16
4. If Paul did not preach the gospel “woe is me”
a. Why?

· James 4:17 – one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.
· Rom 6:16 - Know ye not, that to whom ye present yourselves as servants unto obedience, his servants ye are whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?
IV. Vs. 19-23 - Paul has more concern over His and Others salvation than “rights”.
A. Paul’s Freedom Paradox

1. Paul was not anyone’s slave, much the same as folks who are married.

a. Vs. 19 is the same as I Cor. 7:15, douloo – Slave bondage.

b. However, Paul made himself exactly this.  A slave to all for Christ.
c. So the paradox here is Paul was indeed free, but also a slave.
B. Paul was all things to all men.

1. Within the law of Christ

a. For the purpose of saving men

b. For the purpose of saving himself.
C. Vs. 20 - Paul was not under the law
1. The law was nailed to the cross – Col. 2:13-14
a. Man is not under the law….

b. Unless, they put themselves there.

· Gal. 3:10-12

c. Can they be free under the law?

· Gal. 3:21-26

V. Vs. 24-27 - Admonishment for Self Control – Ex. Isthmian Games.
A. Isthmian Games
1. The Greeks were very familiar with Physically competitive games.
2. There were 4 “Olympic” styled games in Greece, Olympian being one of them.
3. The Isthmian games held on the Corinthians Isthmus were another.
a. Held every two years.
B. Self Control

1. Self Control is certainly required in many physical endeavors.
a. Athletes must train
· Practice running, Lifting weights, Throwing techniques
b. Competitors must use skill to know when to act and how forcibly.
· A distance runner does not sprint at the start.
· A boxer doesn’t throw a roundhouse first punch.
· A basketball player doesn’t always shoot and keep ball to self.
· They all have the “right to do so”
2. Self Control is required spiritually 
a. Again, we must realize:
· Some things cause others to stumble, Some things do not edify/ expedient.
b. A basketball player who uses right to foul, may disqualify self and harm team.
c. A preacher who always uses his “rights” may:
· Cause others to fall and disqualify himself.
