I Corinthians 7:18-40

I. Introduction

A. Review
1. Chap. 1-6
a. 1 - Discouragement of Division; Salvation comes by Christ

b. 2 - God inspired men to share His Word; The Spiritual Accept it.

c. 3 – Corinthians as the Church of God were to be workers in the Gospel.

d. 4 – Living as proper examples under the judgement of God

e. 5 - Morality and discipline in the Church

f. 6 – Freedom to Make Own Decisions, but All should be done to aid and lift up the Church of God.

g. 7 – Answering Questions about Effects on Spirituality by worldly Interactions

II. Chap 7:17-24 – Christianity is not meant to break up Society or Home.

A. Vs. 17 – “Distributed”, “Called”
1. “As God has distributed” - merizō - Shared, apportioned.
a. Is this an acknowledgement of a sinful state?  No.  Ex. Homosexuality
· Such a verse does not give acceptance to a sinful lifestyle.

· It is acknowledgement that some are graced with the ability not to be married.

b. In context, it is the domestic state, now being expanded to social state.

2. “as the Lord hath Called every one” – bidden, invited
a. This has been discussed prior in I Cor. 1
· All men are called (invited) to Christ. (Acts 17:30)
· The calling is not based on DNA, Riches, or Domestic/social standing

· Jew/Greek, Poor/Rich, Circumcised/Uncircumcised, Free/Slave,

B. Comes off discussion of not breaking home.

1. Christians could not put away spouse for unbelief or desire to depart.

a. Christians to remain unmarried or reconcile.

C. Socially

1. Vs. 18-20 – Circumcision vs. uncircumcision

a. Circumcision identified those previously under the law - Israel

b. Uncircumcision identified those not under moses law – World

c. “let him not become uncircumcised”

· Refers to a physical practice

· Some desired to hide their circumcision – Travel easier or rejection of God.

· Not required by Christians.  Is not reflective of a physical sign.

· Christianity is manifested by spiritual behaviors.

d. “let him not be circumcised”
· Issue addressed in Acts 15 and Galatians.
e. “Circumcision is nothing”
· Gal 5:6 - For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision; but faith working through love.
· Gal 6:15 - For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.
· Again, it is the Spiritual man walking in Faith like Abraham which is important.

f. Vs. 20 - Stay how you are!

2. Vs. 21-24 - Bond (Slave) or Free

a. Note the word Bond – doulos – This is the root of Bondage from VS. 15.
· The importance is the useage.  Its reference is to that of slavery, servitude

· Its reference is not ever found in reference to marriage.

b. The word Free - el-yoo'-ther-os – Not a slave

· If a servant is made free, Great!

c. “The Lord’s freeman” – That is not under the bondage of sin.

· Rom 8:2 - For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.
· Note their social condition is still slave.

d. “He that is called free is Christ’s servant”
· One may be free by not being a servant. 

· If you are a Christian, you are called free.

· If you are a Christian, you are a servant or slave of Christ.

· Eph. 6:5-6

e. Vs. 24 – Stay how you are!

III. Vs. 25-35 – Advice to the Virgin (not the unmarried or widow as discussed above)

A. Vs. 25 - Paul’s Opinion?
1. I Cor. 7:6 - But this I say by way of concession, not of commandment.

a. Inspired guide to keep from sin.

2. I Cor. 7:10 - But unto the married I give charge, yea not I, but the Lord

a. Not to say Paul was not inspired, but the Lord already spoke on the topic.
3. I Cor. 7:12 - But to the rest say I, not the Lord

a. An inspired command not previously addressed by Christ.  (believers/unbelievers married)

4. I Cor. 7:25 - I have no commandment of the Lord: but I give my judgment
a. Inspired answer to the inquiry about what is a virgin to do, not previously addressed by Christ.

5. In all of these areas, Paul does not speak in opinion, but inspired direction.

a. 2Pe 1:20-21  knowing this first, that no prophecy of scripture is of private interpretation.   For no prophecy ever came by the will of man: but men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit. 

b. Note:  The later part of  I Cor. 7:25 identifies Paul as faithful.  Meaning what?

· Rom. 10:17 – He is faithful to what he has received via God and does not teach himself.

· Gal 1:11–12 - For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's gospel.  For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.
B. Vs. 26,29,31 - The Present Distress – Christian Dispensation
1. There was little time at all during the first century in which Christianity wasn’t being persecuted in one way or another by Jew, Government, or pagan.

2. Vs. 29 - “the appointed time has grown very short”

a. Men no longer live hundreds of years.  We have a brief time on this earth.

b. Job 8:9  (For we are but of yesterday, and know nothing, Because our days upon earth are a shadow);
c. Jas 4:14 - whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. What is your life? For ye are a vapor, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.

3. Vs. 31 – “The present form of this earth passeth away”

a. This physical earth is to be gone, at which point we do not know, but we must be prepared.

b. 1Jn 2:17 - And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

c. Timer on perfection game.

4. The question to ask is the discussion local or universal, generational or eschatological?  

a. It is important to note that the word for world here is “Kosmos”.  

b. The world passing away leads me to believe this is eschatological.

c. Regarding Roman persecution:

· Nero – Persecution local to Rome – Begins following fire in 64


-   Dealing with Jews in 67- because of revolt in Jerusalem.


-   Dies in 68.

· Domitian- Late 90’s

· A tradition based upon 4th century writings by Eusebius of Caesarea maintains that Jews and Christians were heavily persecuted toward the end of Domitian's reign.[104]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domitian" \l "cite_note-104" \o "" [105] The Book of Revelation is thought to have been written during this period, as a reaction against these persecutions.[106] However no convincing evidence exists of any widespread religious oppression under Domitian.[107]  - Wickipedia
· Less easy to gauge is Domitian's attitude toward Christians and Jews, since reliable evidence for their persecution is difficult to find. Christians may have been among those banished or executed from time to time during the 90's, but the testimony falls short of confirming any organized program of persecution under Domitian's reign. On the other hand, there is clear evidence that Jews were made to feel uneasy under Domitian, who scrupulously collected the Jewish tax and harassed Jewish tax dodgers during much of his rule. As with Christians, such policies did not amount to persecution, but it does help to explain the Jewish fears of expulsion present in the sources.[[16]]On balance, the tradition of Domitian as persecutor has been greatly overstated, yet given his autocratic tendencies and devotion to Roman pagan religion, it is easy to see how such stories could have evolved and multiplied. – Roman Emporers.org
C. Christian Direction

1. Good not to change your status – As already mentioned.

a. Domestic and Social

b. Free from Cares of the World

· If you are in anquish, continue on in the hope of Jesus

· If you are blessed in worldly things, focus on Christ as if you had none.

· If you use the world, use it for the Lord not fleshly lust.

IV. Vs. 36-38 - Should a father allow his daughter to be married or focus her only on Christ?

A. The World and its improper Evaluation of this passage.

1. This passage does not suggest any improper relationship between a father and daughter.

B. A Father’s Right

1. Is he treating her properly by not allowing her to be married?

a. Is her propensity greater to sin?

· If So Let her marry.

b. Flower of her age – Is she past bloom and now in the ripe or fullness of age.

2. Does he feel he is doing right by not letting her marry?

a. It is within his right and that is ok.

3. A father does better to not let her marry.  How so?

a. It is a better choice for one to be able to focus on God rather than marriage.

V. Vs. 38-40 – Final Comments in Regard to Spiritual Responsibilities in Marriage

A. A Union Established as long as married partner lives.

1. Exception given by Christ – Immorality - Mat. 5:32, Mat. 19:9
a. Mat. 19:9 – establishes acceptability of the innocent to remarry in case of Adultery.

2. The punishment for Adultery is not limited.

a. Those who separate according to I Cor. 7 can:

· Reconcile

· Remain Unmarried

b. Married who leave with no Adultery and marry another:

· Commit Adultery – Mat. 19:9 – Living in a state of Adultery

c. Any Marrying one who has been divorced commit Adultery – Mat. 5:32
· This establishes that Adultery consequence is not limited by the life of a spouse.

B. “At liberty to marry whom she will, only in the Lord”

1. This passage establishes that it is a Christian which must be married, not someone of the world.

2. The statement is she can marry any she wish, the limiter is “only in the Lord”

3. Why?

VI. Summary of Chapter 7

A. Questions are answered in response to a letter from the Corinthians to Paul

1. Spiritual, Social Status of the Christian are addressed.

2. It is established that marriage is acceptable as a Christian.

a. Whether spouse is a believer or not.

3. It is established that whatever your social standing – free or slave – that is acceptable.

4. In all circumstances the less encumbrance to service to the Lord is preferable due to the circumstances we live in today.

B. Specific Observations in Chapter 7
1. Married couples may separate, but their only recourse is:

a. Remain unmarried

b. Reconcile.

2. Marriage is not viewed as slavery and we are not bound to follow one who seperates.

3. Fathers may or may not decide to give their daughters in marriage.

4. Widows must marry within the Church.

