I Corinthians 7:1-17

I. Introduction

A. Review

B. Themes of Chapter 7

1. Answering topics from another letter

a. I Cor. 5:9

b. I Cor. 7:1 

2. Questions answered:

a. How is my spiritual status affected if I desire the benefits of marriage?

b. How is my spiritual status affected if my spouse desires to leave?
3. Further issues addressed:

a. Should social standing be altered as a Christian?

b. Should a father allow his daughter to be married or focus her only on Christ?
II. Vs. 1-9 - Is it Spiritually acceptable to be married?  Yes!
A. Priorities – “It is good for a man not to touch a woman”.  Why?
1. Paul wishes folks were like him (unmarried). – Vs. 7
a. We are never told Paul is not married, however, we have implications

· Verse 7-8

· I Cor. 9:5

2. I Cor. 7:32-35 – Full dedication to the Lord
B. Marriage is encouraged for some.  Why?
1. Fornication – treating another person as if you were married to them.

a. Note:  Solution is marrying opposite sex. - Vs.2 

b. Homosexuality is a sin – I Cor. 6:9
C. Guidelines for Marriage

1. Vs. 3 - They must render due benevolence (kindness – KJV) to one another.

2. Vs. 4 – They now exchange authority of their own bodies over to their spouse.

a. This verse clearly identifies the physical bond and reliance they have on the other.

· Gen. 2:24 – In marriage there is unity.

3. Vs. 5 – They must not defraud (rob) one another of their kindnesses.

a. There are considerations to be had regarding this stipulation.

· It may be foregone during times of devotion to God.

· From Vs. 6, the phrase “concession/permission/pardon/indulgence”, suggests this as a guide rather than a command.  (as the only time to abstain)

· The important aspect is that Paul desires them not to be tempted by the affections of others.

D. Vs. 7 - Paul’s Character 

1. He was made such that he could forgo the affections of a wife.

2. Mt. 19:10-11
E. So should one be married or not?

1. Vs. 8 – Paul hopes all could be dedicated without distraction as he. 

2. Vs. 9 – Since not all have control to not treat others as if married, he encourages marriage.

III. Vs. 10-17 – How is my spiritual status affected if my spouse desire to leave?

A. Vs. 10-11 - 2 Married Believers
1. chōrizō allowed – that is a separation.

2. Conditions for the one separating:

a. Remain Unmarried

b. Reconcile

3. Conditions for one being separated from:

a. May not put the separator away.

b. Put away - aphiēmi – Not the same as separation.  It is Permanent.  It is to abandon.  To Forgive.

4. Exception in the Bible to this teaching.

a. Mat. 5:32 – Jesus said exception is fornication – not the case here.

b. Mat. 19:9 – Jesus again says exception is fornication – Not case for Corinthians.

· Note:  Mat. 19:10 – Disciples used to Jewish idea of problem spouse, get rid of her.  If can’t why marry?
· Mat. 19:11 – Not all can do this as mentioned above.

· Mat. 19:12 – Examples of men who can – Eunuchs.  There are three mentioned consisting of two types.

· The Two types are physical and spiritual.  The spiritual choose such.

B. Vs. 12-15 – A Mixed Marriage – Believer/unbeliever

1. Vs. 12-13 - Do not divorce an unbelieving spouse who wants to stay.

2. Vs. 15 – Unbeliever departs – let them.

a. Recall, the questions have arisen over concern about the Christians Spiritual state.

b. A Christian is not required to follow after their unbelieving mate.

c. A Christian “is not under Bondage”.

C. Vs. 15 - “Bondage” – present tense of dedoulotai (douleo) – This word means to be a servant or slave.
1. This word is never used when in reference to marriage.

2. When Paul speaks of Marriage, he uses the word deo (Bond)

a. Rom. 7:2

b. I Cor. 7:27

c. I Cor. 7:39
3. The tense of the word used here is the Greek perfect tense.  Thus it’s meaning is:

a. The believer was “not bound and is not now bound.”
b. It does not mean: The believer was “not married and is not married”.
c. It does mean:  The believer was “not a slave and is not a slave.”
4. Thus the implication is that the believer does not have to leave the church and follow after the unbeliever.

a. This verse does not give the believer the right to remarry.

b. The conditions for remarriage were given by Jesus.  That one exception is fornication.

c. The condition for a believer is to remain unmarried, or reconcile.

d. “God has called us to peace” – With Him and Man under the law of Christ.  Walk accordingly.

D. Some call the false believe Paul taught another exception in vs. 15 - the “Pauline Exception”.
1. Would Paul contradict Jesus?  Gal. 1:9-12 – No.
2. Rather his words throughout state that the believer is not to put their spouse away.

3. What about vs. 12 “But to the rest speak I, not the Lord”
a. Paul is stating, regarding the spiritual state married believers and unbelievers, Jesus did not speak.

b. So how can Paul speak?  He is inspired of the Holy Spirit who shares only the words of the Father.

c. I do not believer Paul ever taught opinions or traditions not established by God.

d. I Cor. 7:40 – Paul spoke this chapter as an inspired man.
E. Vs. 14, 16 – A Sanctified Family
1. Sanctified – set apart – typically making holy.  Yet, how can something defiled/sinful be holy?

2. Haggai 2:10-13 – Holiness not noted to be transferable.  Yet, vs. 14, 19.

a. God sets the people apart as holy for the work he has ordained.

3. Unbeliever and children are made holy because they are part of entity ordained by God – Marriage.

a. Thus, for the believer to be in contact with them does not defile the Christian.

b. Outside of the marriage, the children would have been defiled as well.  (Illegitimate). Shamed.

4. Through the impact of a Christian, the unbeliever may indeed come to salvation.

F. Summary:  Vs. 17 - The answer to the questions of Spiritual Acceptablity in Marriage is answered.
1. Stay Married! 

2. It protects you from fornication vs. 2
3. It sanctifies the family.

