I Corinthians 6

I. Introduction

A. Review – Chap. 5 – Morality and Discipline in the Church
II. Judgement on the Earth, Church, Afterlife

A. There is one Judge

1. 1Pe 4:3-5 - For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries: Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you: Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead.

2. Jas 5:9 - Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door.

3. Jas 4:12 - There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?

4. Heb. 13:4 - Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.

5. Heb. 12:23 - To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,

6. 2 Tim. 4:1 - I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;
a. We are told here to judge, to discipline, in Chap. 5.

b. We judge on earth, according to the Will of God.

c. God Judges all, in and out of the church, final destiny of Man.

B. But aren’t there other Judges in Heaven?

1. The Apostles: Mt. 19:28, Lk. 22:30
a. Their judgement comes on earth by the Word

2. What about Others: Mat. 12:41 (Ninevah), Heb. 11:7 (Noah), James 5:10, I Pet. 3:1-2
a. The example is what judges, as it is a visual confirmation of God’s Word.

3. Again, it is only God and His Word which Judge.

a. Joh 12:48 - He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day.
C. Don’t we reign with Christ?

1. 2 Tim. 2:12 –  if we endure, we shall also reign with him: if we shall deny him, he also will deny us: - We share in the blessings and triumph

2. Heavenly Vision - Rev. 22:1-5 - And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb, in the midst of the street thereof. And on this side of the river and on that was the tree of life, bearing twelve manner of fruits, yielding its fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no curse any more: and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be therein: and his servants shall serve him; and they shall see his face; and his name shall be on their foreheads. And there shall be night no more; and they need no light of lamp, neither light of sun; for the Lord God shall give them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever. – Righteousness and servants of righteoussness have triumphed over evil.

D. Answering the Questions:

1. Yes, we reign with Christ.

2. We judge all things within the frame work of the Word.  

3. We have only authority to exercise discipline within the Church.  

4. Only God exercises final judgement of man’s salvation.

5. God is the final judge of all things.

III. How is Judgment exercised in the Church?

A. Mat. 18:15-17 – Proper way to judge
1. One on One

2. Two or Three Witnesses

3. Before the Church

B. Faithful Stewards/Servants 

1. Who is best to aid you problems?  

2. Christians walking according to a law for which we shall be judged? 

3. Or folks of the world walking according to a way which shall be condemned?

IV. The Corinthian Problem - Vs. I Cor. 5:12 - I Cor. 6:7
A. The Corinthians were taking one another before worldly courts.

1. Paul Identifies this as a shame

B. If the Church is to judge the world, why would they use the world to judge themselves.

1. Vs. 4 – World has no authority in the Church – Church is a higher court. (I Cor. 4:3-4)

C. Vs. 3 – Judging of angels – Sarcasm? (6 times this phrase to factual comments)
1. 2 Pet. 2:4 – Have been condemned.

D. Conclusion to this problem: If you cannot work out your troubles such that you have lawsuits, you have already shamed yourself.

1. Why?

a. As servants of Christ, you couldn’t work the problem out.

b. As stewards of Christ, the Church failed to succeed.

c. What hope does this give to others in the church and out of the church?

V. Effects of their problem – Vs. 8-11
A. In their shame, of failing to be united, not trusting in one another and ultimately God:
1. They were compared to the state they were in prior to acknowledging God.

a. A state they felt they were above.

b. A state which was separate from the washing, sanctification, and justification in Christ.

2. They were in danger of not reaching their heavenly goal.

a. 1 Cor 10:12  - Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.

VI. Vs. 12-14 – Man should not abuse his liberty
A. Are all things lawful?  If so, does this mean sin is acceptable?

1. Sin is not acceptable and not all things are lawful.

a. 1Co 9:20-21 -  And to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, not being myself under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law; to them that are without law, as without law, not being without law to God, but under law to Christ, that I might gain them that are without law.

b. Rom 6:1-2 - What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?  God forbid. We who died to sin, how shall we any longer live therein?

c. Col. 3:17 – And Whatever you do in Word or Deed, do allin the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
d. We are under Christ’s law, His Authority, we are not to live in sin.  So what is Lawful?

· We have lawful freedom to make choice in this world.  This is God given.

· We have the right to use the things He has given us without sin.

B. Expedients and Edification

1. 1Co 10:23 - All things are lawful; but not all things are expedient. All things are lawful; but not all things edify. 

2. Expedient - Greek word: Sumphero – To Help or Aid

a. EX. Dirty Dishes: Dog Licks them clean?  Throw them away?

· Not Expedient, because it is not helpful according to law of my house.

b. Ex.  Act 20:20 -  … I shrank not from declaring unto you anything that was expedient, and teaching you publicly, and from house to house,
· Declaring the gospel is helpful, in that it leads to salvation.

3. Edification – Greek Word: oy-kod-om-eh'-o – to Build Up - Establish

a. Ex.  Fornication did not build up the Church.

b. Ex.  Gifts of the Holy Spirit did build up the Church.

C. Being Brought under the Power of something

1. Under the Power: exousiazō - Idea in this context - being a slave to something.

a. Rom 6:16-17 

D. “The body is not for fornication, but for the Lord”

1. Eph 2:10 - For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God afore prepared that we should walk in them.

2. Ecc 12:13 - This is the end of the matter; all hath been heard: fear God, and keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of man.
3. Fornication here, is not just used in a physical sense, but in engaging sinfulness which is unfaithfulness.

a. Strongs and Thayers both confirm usage Adultery or defilement of idolatry.

E. “The Lord for the Body.”

1. As the Church

a. Eph. 5:23, 25 – Christ is the Savior of the Body, and gave himself up for it.

2. As a member of the Church

a. John 3:16 - Died so that none might perish – 

b. 2Co 4:14 - Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. 

c. I John 4:9 - In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.
F. Summary – Vs. 12-14
1. We have a choice as to whether or not we will serve under the Law of Christ.

2. Actions which are not expedient or not edifying are not acceptable.
a. Ex. From text:  Food is an expedient and edifies and the stomach is made as such for digestion.

b. In this way, we are made for God and He for us.  We are expedients and we Edify.

3. This relates to discipline in the church vs. the world - discipline in the church is Expedient and Edifies.

a. Heb. 12:10 - For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed good to them; but he for our edification, that we may be partakers of his holiness.
4. The body of Jesus on this earth Glorified God, It took God to raise it up.

a. Mat 5:16 - Even so let your light shine before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify  your Father who is in heaven.
b. Joh 17:1 - These things spake Jesus; and lifting up his eyes to heaven, he said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that the son may glorify thee:
c. In like manner, our expedience and edification of the body glorfies the father, He will raise us up.
VII. Vs. 15-20 - Unity with God or the World?

A. We are members of the Body of Christ.

1. Bodies (plural) - establishes we are discussing an individual's physical body

a. As Christians, all we represent, physically and spiritually, is part of the body of the Church.

b. Vs. 19 – We are not our own

c. I Pet. 2:9-12 – Behavior and good works are functions of our physical bodies.
B. We are not members with the World

1. “Shall I” – Paul using himself as an example.

2. Would it make sense for Paul to take folks to be involved with a harlot?

a. The folks from their knowledge of Pagan prostitution would know this was inappropriate.  
b. God Forbid – Rom. 6:1-2 – Sin is not acceptable to God.

3. Why does Paul make this analogy?

a. The Corinthians were taking one another to court.

b. They were engaging in sinful activity.

c. They were one with the harlot of the world, rather than with the Body of Christ.

d. Their spirit was not in unity with that of the Church.

4. “Flee Fornication”
a. Remember, as used back in vs. 13 and in context here, fornication is unfaithfulness to God.

· It is not sexual sin, but the act of seeking the world rather than God’s will.

5. “Every sin that a man doeth is without the body”
a. Man makes his choices to sin apart from unity with the body of the Church.

b. However, when he makes such a choice he condemns his own body.

· “he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body”

6. The body as a temple of the Holy Spirit Part 2.

a. 1Co 6:19 - Or know ye not that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit ‘in’ you, which ye have from God? and ye are not your own;

b. 1Co 3:16 - Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
c. You will remember from our earlier text that I Cor. 3:16 is a reference to the body of the church and not the individual.  Our current text focuses on the individual as a temple of the Holy Spirit.
d. We examined much scripture showing that folks abide in the spirit and vice versa, representatively.

e. Situation is not different in this case, we are to be representative of Holy Spirit God gave mankind.

f. How?  The scriptures tell us how.  To be like the spirit is to be like the father is to be like Jesus.

7. Why?  Because He Bought us.
VIII. The Tattoo and Piercing Questions
A. Does I Corinthians 6 Condemn Tattoos and Piercings?
1. The context of this chapter has been walking according to God.

2. Specifically, relying on worldly judgment rather than the Church’s is condemned.

3. All sinful actions condemn the self and are unfaithfulness or fornication against the Church and Self.

B. The Real question is are Tattoos and Piercings considered sinful anywhere in the New Testament?

1. Are they done for worship? – Col. 2:20-23
2. Edify?  Expedients to the Church?  (What are they of?  Where are they?) Shame built in? (had to hide)
3. Will they be stumbling blocks?  What is their association?

4. What was the motive behind getting them?
5. Are we mastered (under the power of) or enslaved to them?
