I Corinthians 3:1-9
I. Introduction

A. Review

1. Chapter 1

a. Greeting

b. Admonition regarding the problem of Division

c. Acceptance of the preaching of the Gospel saves, not DNA, wisdom, or station in life.
2. Chapter 2

a. God shared His Word in complete with the Apostles and they shared it with the World.

b. Those who were stuck in their worldly lusts do not understand God’s Wisdom.

c. Those who are spiritual embrace His wisdom.

B. Outline of Chapter 3  (Coffman)
1. Workers in the Field

2. Workers in God’s Building

II. I Cor. 3:1-9 

A. I Cor. 3:1-3 - Babes in Christ

1. Paul came to them 5 years previous.

2. Why then were they still Babes?

a. They were carnal, worldly.

· I Cor. 2:6 – The fullgrown considered the words of Paul and engaged.

· Hebrews 5:11-14 – One who is unskillful in the Word.

· Paul expected more of them by now.

3. What is the difference between Brethren and Men in this text?

a. As brethren, they were within the fellowship of the household of God.

b. By their actions, they were putting their fellowship in jeopardy, becoming like men.

· Ex. Peter separating himself from gentiles in Gal. 2:11-14
4. Paul wanted the Division to stop!

B. I Cor. 3:4-5 – The Tools of God

1. Paul points out division discussed in chp. 1 identified them with the world.

2. What are Paul and Apollos?

a. Servants – Tools

· A servant/tool accomplishes the will of his Master

· Ex. A Cereal Spoon.

b. Through – Not the cause of the actions.

· Did the spoon feed you?  Or did you feed yourself through the use of a tool?

3. The Lord Gave, initiated the action:

a. He opened a two way door of opportunity.

b. He provided Souls for the disciples (Apollos, Paul) who were seeking to obey God.

· Eph 2:10 - For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God afore prepared that we should walk in them.
c. He provided the Word through the Apostles to seekers of salvation.

· Mt. 7:7-8

C. I Cor. 3:6-8 – Farmers in the Field

1. Reality of Farming

a. Process of Growing a crop: Plow, Plant, water, fertilize…

b. Are you guaranteed a crop?  Bugs, blight, bad seed, bad soil, drought, floods…

c. Fact is, you have no control.

d. If you do nothing will you get a crop?

2. Reality of Christian Ministers

a. Minster is a servant of God.

b. He preaches, teaches, studies, counsels, loves… 

c. If he does nothing will he convert from the World to God?

d. Is it by his power someone is saved?

3. Vs. 6-7 - The Power of the Word of God

a. It Convicts the soul and saves the Lost.

· Tit 1:9 - Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.
b. God’s Word not only saves, it hardens the heart and condemns a man.

· Consider Pharoah – Ex. 7:10-14
c. Is the doctrine of Calvinism evident here?  Predestined plan for the eternity of an individual?

· Choosing God or Not is a choice.

- Ex. 32:26 – Moses at Mt. Sinai upon seeing Golden Calf. 

- Josh. 24:15 – Joshua questions the Israelites about their loyalty.

- 2 Cor. 6:14-18 – We have a choice to leave the fellowship of the World.

4. Vs. 8 - Purpose and Result of the Servants Work

a. Purpose: Accomplish God’s Will

· This is why the servants are one.  Their functions are different, but not their purpose.

· I Cor. 12:12, 25 (No division)

b. Result for Work done or not done:

· Parable of Talents – Mat. 25:14-30
· Parable of Money Useage – Luke 19:11-27
D. I Cor. 3:9 – God’s fellow-workers, husbandry, and building.

1. Vs. 1-5 - Addressed that God’s servants are one in Christ not divided.

a. They are fellow-workers

2. Vs. 6-8 – Discusses workers in the field or “husbandry” (kjv)

a. Means field or comparative term is vineyard.

b. The reference is to the Church.

c. The only entity on this earth God has given to spread the Gospel is the Church.

d. We are the tools for work as were the apostles.

3. Vs. 10-17 - Paul now compares body of Christians, the church, to a building.

To Be discussed Next Lesson
