I Corinthians 3:16-23

I. Review of I Cor. Thus Far
A. Not the wisdom of men, but the acceptance and obedience to the Gospel Saves.
B. Obedience to the Gospel relies upon each person sharing the foundation of Christ.
C. Christians are addressed as the Church of God, His Building, a United Composition of Souls.

II. I Cor. 3:16-17

A. I Cor. 3:16-17 - “Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?”
1. A Temple is a dwelling place.

2. In this context, the Corinthians (as a body not Individuals) were told they were the dwelling place of:

a. God

b. Holy Spirit

3. Note: Ye is plural, the text is not focusing individuals.

4. Yet, many have confused this verse as speaking to individuals.

a. Consider the following sayings

· Full of Energy – Representative of moving about without tiredness.

· Full of laughter – Representative of being cheerful or humorous

· Full of light – Representative of someone who is optimistic

· Full of wisdom – Representative of someone intelligent / knowledgeable

· Full of the spirit – Representative of someone walking according to truth and righteousness

· Today, when these are said, we see them as representing different personality traits (above)

b. Consider also:

· Rev. 1:10 - I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day…
- Was he literally in a spirit?  Or was this a representation of his state of mind?
· 1 Jn 4:6 - We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he who is not of God heareth us not. By this we know the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.
- Context is discernment between true and false teaching.  The spirits here are not literal but representations of bodies of teaching.
· 2Ti 1:7 - For God gave us not a spirit of fearfulness; but of power and love and discipline.
- Has God given us four literal spirits?  No these are representations of our state of being.

· Rom. 7:17 - So now it is no more I that do it, but sin which dwelleth in me.
- Is it sin or the propensity to give into the flesh that is within?

· Col 1:19 - For it was the good pleasure of the Father that in him should all the fulness dwell;
· Can qualities literally dwell or is the text saying Christ was representational of qualities?
· Within these texts, we have representation of qualities.

5. The Bible teaches God and the Spirit dwell within His Church and man Representatively. (Abide Dwell) – Have Unity.

a. John 6:48-58 – Figurative Representation dwells (audience Jews) 

b. John 8:31 – If you abide in my word – Choice – (audience Jews)

c. John 14:19-20 – Reverse dwelling – (audience apostles) – Unity.

d. John 15:4 – Abide in me – Command (audience apostles)

e. Rom. 8:9 – Reverse Dwelling (audience Romans)

f. 2 Tim. 3:14 – Dwell in things learned – command (Audience Timothy)

g. 1Jn 4:15-16 – Reverse Dwelling – (Audience Christians)

h. Above are many purposeful representational dwellings from two sides (Man and Diety) which allow us to see that the representational unity between man and God is Unity within his will.

6. Question:  Would not the Corinthians who had the ability to use gifts, understand this discussion mentioning the Spirit as a miraculous spirit personally within themselves as individuals?

a. Remember the context has been the building of the body of the Church, not gifts.

b. The Statement “Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” is addressed to the collective body and directly follows a verse focusing on the quality of materials (souls which should be representations of the Spirit of God).
c. Context would not cause the Corinthians to be thinking of a personal indwelling here.
d. The next verse continues to demonstrate this point.
B. 1Co 3:17 -  If any man destroyeth the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, and such are ye.
1. First we must ask, is any man going to destroy the church?  No.  

a. Men have tried to destroy Christ, they failed.

b. Men have tried to destroy the Christians and they multiplied (Saul).

c. Men have tried to Destroy the Church through False teaching, and they will be destroyed.

· 2Pe 2:1  But there arose false prophets also among the people, as among you also there shall be false teachers, who shall privily bring in destructive heresies, denying even the Master that bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction.
2. So what is the focus of this verse?  It is on the building material not representing the spirit of truth, the Word of God, and the qualities of Christ, but defiling the church with false teaching.  
a. This defilement as mentioned in 2 Pet., and in the previous verses of our text regarding the quality of building materials, results in destruction.

b. Also, it is important to reaffirm the answer to our above question about the abiding of the Spirit.

· The dwelling shows to be representational of the Word of God, not a personal habitation by the Spirit.  The Church must be Holy as God is Holy.

· Lev 11:45 - For I am Jehovah that brought you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.
III. I Corinthians 3: 18-23

A. Vs. 18-20 – Foolishness of Men


1.  These verses are part of a continual theme in I Corinthians thus far.

a. Don’t rely upon the teachings of men but of God.

b. God sees the teachings of men as empty.

c. Psa 94:11 - Jehovah knoweth the thoughts of man, That they are vanity.
B. Vs. 21-23 – Focus not on ego, but on Unity

1. These three chapters focus on glorying in Christ and the Path of the Father

2. God has provided for all that we need.

a. Our Physical Home, lives, bread

b. Our Spiritual bread, lives, home

3.  The blessings of God include:

a. The teachers and guides – Edification

b. World – Trying and development – An Egg

c. Death, life, present, future – 

d. We have unity with God Through Christ by the will of the Father.

