I Corinthians 2

I. Introduction

A. Review

1. Chap 1
a. Paul Spoke by the Authority of God

b. He was thankful God had blessed the Corinthians with spiritual Gifts for Confirmation of Word, Edification of the Church, and Glorification of God.

c. He discouraged the division of the church – which was a focus on worldly things rather than Christ.

d. He proclaimed that God chose the preaching of Christ and obedience to it as the way of salvation.

e. Finally, it is by Christ Salvation comes, not by the wisdom of man.

II. Chapter 2:1-5

A. Who was Paul?  Vs. 1
1. Educated – Acts 22:3; Gal. 1:14
a. Quoted Aratus – Greek statesman, who envisioned a united Greece, and who in 243 BC personally led successful revolts against the Spartans and Macedonians.  This included leading a group of men into the garrisoned city of Corinth and retook it from the Macedonians who had controlled it.
b. Quoted Epimenides – A greek Philosopher and Poet said by Clement of Alexandria to be among the seven wisest philosophers. 
2. A Pharisee - Phil. 3:4-6 – Pharisees were a political group which had the backing of the common people.  They believed in a resurrection from dead, that man had free will, and God did know the destiny of all men.  They focused on purity, saw themselves keepers of the law, looking down upon sinners.

3. Phil. 3:7 – 

a. Whatever Paul had been – Preaching Christ was larger than these.

b. I Cor. 2:1 - Could Paul have engaged all the excellancies of speech and wisdom?  I believe so.

B. Vs. 2 – “ I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him Crucified.”
1. Is this to say that Paul only spoke of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection?  NO!

a.  As we have said, before Paul taught the whole counsel of God!  Acts 20:27

· He spoke on sin, worship, idolatry, unity, judgement, and so much more!

2. So what does Paul mean when he states this?

a. In context, he only spoke the Words of God.  God’s wisdom, not man’s understanding or approach.

C. Vs. 3 – “With you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling.”

1. How does this fit the context?  Was Paul ill or fearing for his life?  Possibly… but more likely…

a. Consider Paul’s mission.

· Rom 11:13 - But I speak to you that are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of Gentiles, I glorify my ministry;
· 1Ti 2:7 - whereunto I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I speak the truth, I lie not), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
b. Consider the stress of Paul’s Mission

· 2 Co 11:28 - Besides those things that are without, there is that which presseth upon me daily, anxiety for all the churches. 

· Php 1:8  For God is my witness, how I long after you all in the tender mercies of Christ Jesus.
· Phil. 1:21-26
2. Paul was concerned about their souls!
D. Vs. 4-5 – How was the message of the Cross Conveyed?
1. “Demonstration of Spirit”
a. The Signs, miracles, and wonders - Healing, tongues, prophecies, etc.
2. “ and of power” (Remember I Cor. 1:18 – The Word of the Cross is the power of God)

a. Mark 9:1 – Kingdom come with power

b. Acts 1:4-8 – Apostles to receive Power

c. Acts 2 – They receive Power

· Mat. 16:18-19 – Peter to be given keys to the kingdom
· Joh 16:13 - Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but what things soever he shall hear, these shall he speak: and he shall declare unto you the things that are to come.
· Mt. 28:19 – “Go therefore make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you…
3. The apostles now demonstrate the power of God through the Word with miracles, signs, and wonders.

4. Vs. 5 - How do they develop faith in others?

a.  Rom. 10:17 – that is the power of God.

b. Not Man’s Wisdom

III. Chapter 2:6-16
A. Vs. 6-9

1. Wisdom is Taught!  - God’s Wisdom

2. Hidden Wisdom!

a. I Pet. 1:10-12 – Prophets and Angels desired to see how salvation would play out.

b. 2 Cor. 4:3 – Some still see it as a mystery – world – Jews of today.

3. Who would have crucified Christ understanding fully he was God?
4. Only the mature (full grown) who embrace the message of God have understanding.

a. These are not carnal - Heb. 5:13-14

5. Vs. 9 – Man is continually, failing to embrace the blessings of the power of God.

a. Have received all necessary for life and Godliness and good works – 2 Pet. 1:3, 2 Tim. 3:16-17

B. Vs. 11-16

1. The Apostles: “One’s Sent” – Ambassadors of God

a. To them, God chose to reveal His power to share with the world that we might know Him.

b. They could not do it on their own – They needed the Spirit to give them the Word.

c. They Share that Word, in the way the Spirit Gave it.  Not according to earthly persuasion.

2. Vs. 15-16 
a. Natural Man – Sensual or natural – man of World

· Worldly man, does not understand the Word or those who are spiritual.

· With his earthly wisdom, he can instruct no one.

b. A Spiritual / Mature man - understands the plan of God.
· It is these who embrace and understand the Word that can instruct.

· Originally, the apostles, and Specifically them here since the Corinthians had not matured.

Summary – God shared the mind of Christ for our salvation in complete with the Apostles. They shared it with us and the first century according to revelation. Today, we have it in the form of the Bible. Those who choose the world do not comprehend God’s wisdom.  Those who are spiritual do.
