I Cor. 1:4-9
III. Introduction

A. Series on I Corinthians

II. I Corinthians 1:4-9 – Thanksgiving

A. Grace Def: Spiritual Favor, Mercy, Good Will

B. “In Everything Enriched”, “Not Lacking in any gift”

1. Types of Gifts
a. I Cor. 13:8, I Cor. 14:26
2. What was the purpose of Gifts?

a. To Confirm the word of God (Mark 16:20). – This word is true and trustworthy!

· Exodus 4:1-9, I Cor. 1:6

b. To equip the church (Ephesians 4:8-13) – To strengthen the church in its time of infancy!

· These folks did not know what to teach, how to worship, or even how to pray.

· To know Jesus son of God - John 20:30-31
c. To Glorify God (John 9:3, John 11:40-42) – God’s Power, God’s Wisdom!

· John 14:11-13

· Show the Compassion of God (Mark 1:41 – Leper; Luke 7:12-14 – Widow’s son; Matt. 20:29-34 – Two Blind Men; Matt. 14:14 – Healed sick of Multitude
3. Are gifts needed now?
a. 2 Pet. 1:3, 2 Tim. 3:16-17, Jud. 1:3, Gal. 1:9
C. “Awaiting Eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ”
1. Christians receiving the Word!

2. Acts 17:11 – Bereans!

3. James 1:21

D. “Who shall confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ”

1.  Def: Blameless: Unaccused – Are we perfect?  Are we sinless?  Should Blame fall on us?


2.  What End? Christ’s Return!?  70 AD?  Who is audience?  What do they care about fall of Jerusalem?

E. “God is faithful”
1. Def: Faithful – Trustworthy - I Cor. 10:13, Ps. 18:2, Ps. 18:30, Is. 12:2
1. “called into the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”
2. koinōnia – Partnership, Communion
3. Acts 2:42 – Christians – Eph. 3:7-9, 2 Cor. 6:14, 2 Cor. 8:1-5, Eph. 5:11, I John 1:1-4, 6-7

· Same Greek Word – Rom. 15:26, I Cor. 10:16, Philemon 1:6

4. Fellowship is one way or the other.. we either have fellowship with Christ or World not both – Jn. 14:6
III. Summary

A. God has given us many things for which to be thankful:

· Gave Word, Confirmed Word, Established Church.

· Gave us His Son, Gave us fellowship (sonship) with Jesus

· Has Promised Salvation to those are in fellowship with Jesus.

· He gave us a choice of whether or not to accept his gifts.
