I Corinthians 1:18-31

I. Introduction

A. Division in Corinth

1. Folks were boasting and dividing based upon who their baptizer was.

2. Paul stresses man is baptized into Christ. 

a. “all baptized” - I Cor. 12:12-13
b. The focus is not the baptizer, but the why of baptism

3. Paul states his purpose is to preach the gospel.  Why?

a. So the “Cross of Christ is not void”.
b. He declared the purpose of God.  Acts 20:27
c. He declares the same everywhere. I Cor. 4:17
4. It is the wisdom of God, as shared through preaching, that Paul now focuses on.

II. I Cor. 1:18-31 – The Wisdom of God
A. Vs. 18 – “The word of the cross” – “The power of God”
1. John 12:32 – “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto myself.”
a. This means Christ’s death drew all types of men. Rich, Poor, all races, Jew and Gentile.

2. Why were they drawn to the cross?  What does the cross Represent? (vs. 30)
a. Redemption – “Recovery by payment” – Freedom from the master of sin.  Rom. 7:14
· I Cor. 15:17 – “and if Christ hath not been raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.”
· Heb. 2:14-15

b. Justification – “made as if you were innocent” - Righteousness

· I Cor. 6:11 – “And such were some of you: but ye were washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.”
· Romans 5:9 – “Much more then, being now justified by his blood, shall we be saved from the wrath of God through him.”
c. Sanctification – “Set Apart”, “Made Holy”

· John 17:17 – “Sanctify them through thy truth, thy word is truth”
d. Reconciliation – “To bring back into a state of Harmony”

· Eph. 2:13-16, Col. 1:20
e. Hope of a resurrection – I Cor. 15:50-54, I Thess. 4:13-18
f. Eternal Life -  John 3:14-16
3. So who are they saved who recognize this power and enjoy the benefits of the cross?

a. Obedient – I Cor. 4:1-2
· Walmart Sale Example 7 am first 50 free Big Screen Television

4. All Saved?

a. Many choose not to be.  (Our Text – “Those who are perishing”)
· Ex. Flood man in the water, Messenger, Guard, Boat, helicopter, God. 

· 2 Pet. 3:9 – “Not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.”

B. Vs. 19-25 – The wisdom of the wise
1. Examples of God’s Wisdom

a. The Ark

b. Naaman’s leprosy (humbleness)

c. Gideon – 22,000 – 300 – Trumpets, empty pitchers, torches – midianites

d. Joshua and the battle of Jericho – Israel marching in silence around a city 7 days.

e. First Passover – Blood on the doorpost – Saved a Nation

f. The Cross – Saved by Blood – Heb. 9:13-16
g. Baptism (humbleness again) – Rom. 6:3
2. Examples of Man’s wisdom

a. World is flat

b. Babel

c. Tyre

d. Dinosaurs existed millions of years ago – Bible talks of them.

e. Cities not existing – Jericho w/walls which fell outward

f. Cultures not existing - 

g. People not existing - Caiphas

 3. Vs. 23 – How could the Messiah be Crucified?  How would that establish a kingdom?

a. They were looking for an earthly kingdom – Acts 1:6
b. Christ’s kingdom was not an earthly kingdom – John 18:36
c. It was established in the first century – Luke 19:12
· Col. 1:13, Rev. 1:6,9

C. New Creatures in Christ – 2 Cor. 5:17 – Why were we given the grace of God?
1. Riches, Fame, Intelligence, Power, Foolish things of the World?

2. The least to the greatest – (Last to first)

a. Moses – Murderer and hermit

b. Saul smallest of tribes

c. David least of brothers

d. John 1:46 - And Nathanael said unto him, Can any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see.
e. Mark 10:29-31

f. Mat. 5:3 – “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”

g. Luke 14:7-11

3. Boasting in the Lord

a. Gal. 6:12 - As many as desire to make a fair show in the flesh, they compel you to be circumcised; only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.
b. Anything we have is the Lords

· John 1:1-3

· James 1:17 - Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom can be no variation, neither shadow that is cast by turning.  Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
III. Summary

A. God’s wisdom demonstrates that it is by His way we are saved not our own.

If we are to boast in anything, We boast in the love and power of God.
