I Corinthians 1

I. Verse 1-3 Greeting

A. Called as an Apostle by the Will of God

1. Apostle – “one that is sent”, “delegate”, “messenger”

a. Memory Vice:  14 apostles and 14 tribes

· Original 12 + Mathias and Paul

· Original 12 + Ephraim and Manasseh

b.  These apostles were the only ones able to pass on Miraculous Gifts by Laying on of hands.

2. “by the will of God” 

a. Rom. 1:1, I Cor. 15:9-10, Gal. 1:1, Eph. 1:1, Col. 1:1, I Tim. 1

b. Why is this stated?  I Cor. 15:9-10 Explains – Paul and many would have not felt he was!
· This clarifies the message is not from Paul, but from God.
c. Acts 22:1-21 – Pauls Conversion
B. Sosthenes – Potentially Acts 18:17 - Speculation
C. Church of God
1. We ought to practice calling Bible Things by Bible Names

2. Acts 20:28 – “Church of God”
3. Rom. 16:16 – “Churches of Christ”
4. I Tim. 3:15 – “Church of the Living God”
5. Heb. 12:23 – “Church of the first born”
6. Ample Authority by example for Church of [x location]

D. Sanctified in Christ Jesus
1. Sanctified def: To set apart from profane things – dedicated to God – make holy

a. How is one sanctified?

· John 17:17

· Eph 5:25-27 – Set apart by baptism “by/with” (commanded by) the Word by Christ

· “Gave Himself up”(Eph 5:25) – Rom 6:3-7
b. How does one stay sanctified or pure from the profane?
· John 8:31-32
· I Pet. 1:16-25 – Obeying the truth [which sanctifies us] makes us pure
· Not once saved always saved: Gal. 5:4, Heb. 6:4-6, Rev. 2:1-5
E. Saints by Calling
1. Romans 1:7

2. Saints def: Sacred, pure, holy.  [hagios]

F. “[Called] with all who in every place”
1. The message is applicable to all Christians, not just a cultural/community letter.

2. I Cor. 4:17

G. “their Lord and ours”
1. Identifies God as one.

2. Eph. 4:4-6

II. Summary of Vs. 1-3
A. Paul Was Called By God to Teach the Gospel

B. The Message is applicable to Christians everywhere of all Times.
C. The Obedience to the Truth is what Sets us apart as Holy to God.
