I Cor. 1:10 -17

I. Introduction

A. Review – 

1. Paul’s Authority

2. Audience: Christians Everywhere

3. Thankfulness to God for favor given by Christ granting Gifts to Corinthians

a. Confirm, Edify, Glorify God.
4.  Christ is Returning!

5.  Fellowship (obedience) with Christ is the only way to the father – Jn. 14:6

B. Bible Words

1. Exhort/beseech - parakaleō - Invite, Comfort, Console

2. Reprove – elegchō - convict or warn of a fault – 2 Tim. 3:16 - Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness.
a. Admonish – noutheteō - reprove gently – warn – caution
· Col. 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto God
b. Rebuke - epitimaō– Forbid – reprove severely

· 1Ti 5:1 - Rebuke not an elder, but exhort him as a father; the younger men as brethren:

3. Combined Usage

a. 2Ti 4:2 - preach the word; be urgent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.

b. 1Th 5:14 - And we exhort you, brethren, admonish the disorderly, encourage the fainthearted, support the weak, be longsuffering toward all.
II. Division in the Church at Corinth Vs. 10-17
A. “The Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ” – vs. 10
1. What’s in a name?  What does this mean? – Authority!

a. Acts 3:6, Acts 10:48, Acts 16:18, 2 Thess. 3:6, Col. 3:17
B. “That you all agree and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgement.”

1. Rom. 12:16 (arrogance), Rom. 15:5-6, Phil. 2:1-8 (Sameness tied to obedience to God)

a. Luke 12 – Jesus discusses that one’s mind should not be upon the anxieties of life, but upon God – beginning in about vs. 15
b. This sets up the comparison between those seeking the World instead of Christ

c. Luke 12:51-53 – Christ came to created Division!
· He draws a line in the sand – Serve or Not.
· If you are obedient to God, you will be complete in the same mind and judgement as Christ.
· Remember that it is God’s Word that sanctifies!
C. Vs. 11-13 - Division Based on Arrogance – I Jn. 2:16 – [Lust flesh, eye, pride of life.]
1. Were they baptized into Paul? - Paulites?  Appolosites?  Cambellites? Lutherans? Baptists?  Mormons?

a. Christ was crucified for them, they were Christians, they needed to Identify with Him.

b. Gal 3:27 - For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ.
c. Sadly, the division of the Corinthians remained an issue as mentioned by Clement of Rome in the second century.
D. Vs. 14-17 – Paul’s Mission as Given By Christ
1. Not an exercise in Belt Notching

a. Some men have baptized thousands

b. Sadly, many missionaries are funded based on baptisms

c. Churches expect many preachers to focus on baptisms

d. Many camps focus on baptisms

e. Paul was not sent as a professional baptizer

2. Not a dismissal of the necessity of baptism

a. Mat. 28:19 – …Make disciples of all nations, baptizing them…”

b. Paul states that he did baptize

c. I Cor. 12:12-13 – “all baptized” into body

3. Paul’s purpose was to 

a. Acts 20:27 (Elders of Ephesus), I Cor. 4:17 – Declared whole counsel of God in all Churches.

b. This includes Duties of worship, behavior, obedience, all part of Salvation in Christ.

4. Paul’s preaching was simple teaching

a. It was not about him or his ego

b. It was not Fancy Greek Oratory

c. It was not drama, theatre, or puppet shows

d. It was not musical entertainment

e. Paul preached the unity that comes from knowing and following Christ.

III. Summary

A. Paul Exhorted the Corinthians to be of the same mind as Christ.

B. He invited them to stop dividing themselves from what had been taught
1. One baptism, in Christ.

C. He encouraged them by his example

Focus not on ego, but on the Cross
