How God Sees It
I. INTRODUCTION:

A. “How Readest Thou?”

1. Lk 10:25-26 - And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and made trial of him, saying, Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?  And he said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou?

2. In Order to understand the Scriptures, we must learn of them.

a. I Tim. 4:13 - Till I come, give heed to reading, to exhortation, to teaching.

b. Acts 17:11 (Bereans)

c. 2Ti 2:15 - Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth.
3. The Purpose of God’s Word has been a mystery for much of man’s time on earth. 

a. I Cor. 2:6-8

4. This mystery of the scriptures had resulted in a need 

a. Acts 8:26-31 - Ethiopian Eunuch

b. Scriptures such as this resulted in Catholic Priests believing only they could understand.

5. Today, by the inspired writings of the Apostles and Prophets, we have God’s Word in complete.

a. I Pet. 1:6-12

b. Jude 1:3 - …the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints.
c. II Pet. 1:3 – tells us this knowledge of the truth is all we need for life and godliness.

d. Eph 5:17 - Wherefore be ye not foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
B. How Do You Understand the Bible?

1. The approach to interpreting the Bible is called Hermeneutics.

a. The biggest cause of splits among the church today is hermeneutics.

b. There is not a topic we can discuss in the Bible that is not subject to hermeneutics.

C. What we study and hear from the Bible Tells us how we can interpret the Bible

1. 2 Pe 1:20-21 - knowing this first, that no prophecy of scripture is of private interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
2. What is the significance of this scripture?

a. The Bible is its own interpreter, its own teacher, its own users manual from the Holy Spirit.

b. If you use a man made theory of interpretation, it is wrong.

c. We must see the Bible as God Sees it.

· This Means BCV – Book – Chapter – Verse!

D. The Bible’s Method of Interpretation

1. Direct Statements (commands) – 5 Types giving gen. & Spec. Authority – Acts 2:38, Rom. 6:2 (optative)

2. Accounts of Action (Examples) – Acts 20:7, Luke 17:32, Heb. 11, I Cor. 10:1-12
3. Necessary Inference (Inferences from God’s Implications) – Titus 1:6, Mt. 22:23-38 (life after death)
E. Using the Bible’s method for interpretation, we can guide our lives according to Truth.

1. Not all things are easy to understand!

a. 2 Pet. 3:15-18

2. Not All things will be understood!

a. Deut. 29:29

b. Remember:  If it is a secret, we don’t need to know it!

c. That is “How God See’s it” in His Words!
II. How Does God See the Church?

A. Some have read and said, “I will build Alexander Cambell’s church.”

1. Some have said I will build the Methodist’s Church.

2. Martin Luther’s church, etc…

3. “Catholic Church”

4. Jesus said, “I will BUILD MY church.” (Matt. 16:18)
B. Some have read and said there are many churches.

1. The Bible says there is only one Church.
2. Eph. 4:4 - There is one body…
3. Col. 1:18 – He is the head of the Body, the church…
4. Acts 4:11-12 - He is the stone which was set at nought of you the builders, which was made the head of the corner.  And in none other is there salvation: for neither is there any other name under heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must be saved.
C. Some have read and said the church is not important.

1. Acts 2:47 - But the saved are added to it.

2. Eph. 5:23 - Christ is the Head and Savior of the church. 

3. Eph. 5:25 - Christ gave his life for the church.

· That is How God Sees the Church in His Words!

III. How Does God See Baptism?

A. Some have read and said Baptism does not save.

1. Peter inspired by the Holy Spirit, says baptism saves!

a. Acts 2:38 - And Peter said unto them, Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

b. 1 Pet. 3:21
2. Jesus said it was essential. 

a. Mark 16:16 - He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
b. John 3:5 - Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.


· That is how God sees Baptism in His Words!

IV. How Does God See Faith?

A. Some have read and said that salvation is by faith only.

1. The inspired writer James wouldn’t agree - James 2:24-26
2. Gal. 5:6 - For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision; but faith working through love.
3. Acts 10:34-35 - Faith requires action!

· That is how God sees Faith in His Words!
V. How Does God See Praying?

A. Some have read and said we pray only when in a tight spot or sick.

1. 1 Thess. 5:17 – Pray without ceasing.
2. The early Christians practiced a healthy prayer life! 

a. Acts 2:42 - And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' teaching and fellowship and in the breaking of bread and the prayers.
b. Phil. 4:6 - In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.  

· That is how God sees Praying in His Words!
VI. How Does God See the Raising of Funds in the Church?

A. Some have read and said it is ok to have bake sales or go into business.

1. Some believe in soliciting non-church members to pay for the work they should be doing.

2. 1 Cor. 16:2 - “give as you have prospered.”              2 Cor. 9:7 - God loveth a cheerful giver.
· Christian Giving is how God sees Raising Funds in the Church in His Words!

VII. How Does God see proper Musical Praise to Him?

A. Some have read and said it’s ok to use instruments to make music to God in our worship to him.

1. Matt. 26:30 - And when they had sung a hymn, they went out unto the mount of Olives.
2. Mark 14:26 - And when they had sung a hymn, they went out unto the mount of Olives.
3. Acts 16:25 - But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns unto God, and the prisoners were listening to them;
4. Rom. 15:9 - and that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, Therefore will I give praise unto thee among the Gentiles, And sing unto thy name.
5. 1 Cor. 14:15 - What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.
6. Eph. 5:19 - speaking one to another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;
7. Col. 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto God.
8. Heb. 2:12 - saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, In the midst of the congregation will I sing thy praise.
9. Heb. 13:15 - Through him then let us offer up a sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of lips which make confession to his name.
10. James 5:13 - Is any among you suffering? Let him pray. Is any cheerful? Let him sing praise.
B. No where does it ever say to PLAY an instrument!

· Singing is how God sees proper musical praise in His Words!

VIII. How Does God See Falling From Grace and Being Faithful?

A. Some have read and said, “just be baptized and then do as I please” or “I can never fall from grace.”

1. Gal. 5:4 - Ye are severed from Christ, ye who would be justified by the law; ye are fallen away from grace.
2. 1 Cor. 10:12 – Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.
3. 2 Pet. 2:20-22 - For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein and overcome, the last state is become worse with them than the first. For it were better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after knowing it, to turn back from the holy commandment delivered unto them.
4. 2 Pet. 3:17 - Ye therefore, beloved, knowing these things beforehand, beware lest, being carried away with the error of the wicked, ye fall from your own stedfastness.
B. The Bible teaches that we must remain faithful to be saved eternally. 

1. Matt. 24:13 - But he that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved.
2. 1 Cor. 15:58 - Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not vain in the Lord.
3. Rev. 2:10 - … Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee the crown of life.

· That Is How God sees Falling from Grace and Being Faithful in His Words!

IX. CONCLUSION:

A. How Do You See God’s Words?

B. Do You See Them The Same As God?
C. Today if you are subject to the Invitation of God as He Sees it, please do let it be known.
