The Heart of  Man
I. Discussion: Mark 7:14 - 23
· Why note it is not things going into man which defile him?

· What is the root of man defiling himself?  What is the Source?

· An Impure Heart

What Can we do?  Clean and Purify!
Ex. Story of Basket
An elderly lady sat reading her Bible as she did several times a day, then her grandson said, "Why do you waste so much time reading the Bible? You don't remember what you read. Why don't you quit?" 

The old lady said nothing, but went outside, and returned with a bushel basket. "Here, son," she said, "take this down to the creek and bring me a bushel of water." It took persuading, but finally he went. Later, he returned.

· The basket was empty, of course. "Grandma, I tried; really I did, but the basket just won't hold water. I dipped and dipped but it ran out as fast as I could fill it up." Then grandma took the basket and examined it carefully.... Then she said kindly, "I know, my son, but look how much cleaner the basket is now!"
· What is the point of the story?  Ans. We purify by immersion!

· Purification of what is defiling us
· Jn. 15:3 - Our Lord declared, "Already ye are clean because of the word which I have spoken unto you"

· Jn. 17:17 - "Sanctify them in the truth: thy word is truth" 

· 1 Pet. 1:22 - Peter said, "Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, love one another from the heart fervently" 
· 2 Tim. 2:15 - "Study to show thyself approved unto God ..." 
We must constantly immerse ourselves in God’s word to stay clean or our heart will tarnish.
Purification of the Stain

Mark 16:16,   Acts 2:38,      I Pet. 3:21,     Acts 8: 30, 31, 36, 38,        Acts 16:31-33
Continual Cleansing

· Edmund Burke - “The only things necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.”

· James said in James 4:17, “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.”
So if we immerse, ourselves in God’s word, we also need to practice it.

Ex.  Shiny New Car – Only stays that way with continual cleaning.

Ex. House – Continual Cleaning
· Conclusion

· The World is full of evil things Agreed?
· Ezekial 22:30 OR 2 Tim 4:2 – How do we want to be viewed by God?
· When we struggle, feel alone, feel the weight of temptation, we need to work to keep our hearts cleansed, so we do not defile ourselves.
Phillipians 4:8
