Can You Hear Me Now? – Verizon!  (Pay Per Mention)

Zech. 7:11-12
I. The Walls have ears: Not just FBI and PI’s!

A. People are listening everywhere!

· Work – Bugged phone, lounge, cafeteria.

· Mall – Cameras, traffic trackers

· Mini-mart – Cameras

· Traffic Lights – Speed Cams, Red light cams. – GPS!

· Home – Nanny Cams, home bugs

· Internet – Cameras and audio are abundant

B. Human Ears are in Everything!

· Belt buckles, Surge Protectors, Ceiling fans, Radios, Pens, Cola Cans, nintendo games…

II. People are listening, but are they listening for the right voice?

A. I Sam. 3:1-11 – Samuel did not know the Lord, Nor His Word.
· Some people don’t want to hear God’s Word

· Some People are scared to hear the Word

· Samuel wasn’t listening for the Right Voice
B. John 10:1-6 –  Jesus the Shepherd  - Sheep Listen

C. Ex. Indian – Ex. Mother (Children playing)  - Indian Listened, Mom Listens
· Are You listening to the Right Voice for Salvation?

D. The Results to Listening to the Right Voice:

1. You are given a direction to follow. (Pie directions)

2. Protection from mistakes. (Stove - child) (Our ear plugging puts us at risk).  
· Prov. 3:6  “In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.”
3. You have a sense of peace, security, confidence.  (Trust – Child in the night, Radar Tower)

· Psalms 32:8 - “I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go;
I will counsel you with My eye upon you.”

III. God is a peristent Communicator.  He Will Have the Last Word.

A. God Spoke to:

Adam – Dominion & Authority on earth

Abraham – Covenants & Walking in Promises to build a Nation.

Moses – Law & Receiving Guidance from God.

David – How to build a kingdom

Prophets – What to expect, how to live

Jesus – 

Apostles – Direction to the church on how we should live
B. When You are listening to the right voice, God’s Voice, you act!
1. Those just mentioned, listened, acted.  (Maybe not perfectly, except for Christ).

2. Sheep hearing shepherds voice – They Follow.
3. First Responders  (EMT) – CB’s - “Do you have your ears on?” – YES WE DO!
· We need to be First Responders when it Comes to God’s Word! – Here the Call!

C. Luke 6:46-49
D. God Wants to Talk to Us – Remove the Spiritual Earwax!
· God Talks to us Through: 1) His word, 2) All Creation, 3) Others,  4) Prayer
Are We Prepared to Receive God’s Word? – Matt. 13: 1-9
· The Farmer is God.  The Seed is His Word/Voice.  The 4 Soils are our attitudes or our hearts.

A. First Soil – Hard Path – Like Seed on the Carpet

1) Barrier – Resistance                                            Ex. Telemarketers – No!  Even for Good things.

2) Like a Cell Phone turned off. 

3) Action = Cultivate an open heart.  HOW? What Do I need?  Where does it come From?
B. Second Soil – Rocky Places, shallow soil – Fair Weather Christians – Church Hoppers.

1) Barrier – Hurry, self-satisfaction  (It takes time to study!)

2) Like a Cell Phone “Out of Range” – To Busy with self to Hear from God.

· “This isn’t inspirational”, “Prayer is hard”, “Not the right programs”

3) Action = Allocate Time to Listen.  HOW?  Who’s Time is it?
· Relationship with God does not happen by chance.

C. Third Soil – Thorny Places – Voice is getting choked out.

1) Barrier – Busyness, anxieties!

· Work, school, shopping, kids sports, recitals, fellowship

2) Like a Cell phone that has a fuzzy broken up signal or Roaming.

· Luke 8:14 – “The seed which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on their way they are choked with worries and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to maturity.”  (Who is master and who is servant?)
· Luke 10: 38-42 – Mary and Martha – Martha busy with household


Do you know who is in the house??

3) Action = Eliminate Distractions.  HOW? Make a list, Replace Distractions with Priorities.
· Distractions are like weeds – not hard to grow

· Phil. 4:6 – “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” 

D. Fourth Soil – Good Soil – Right attitude – 

1) Barrier – Nothing is impossible with God on your side.

2) Like Cell phone commercial – Can you hear me now?  YES I CAN! You’re coming in loud and Clear!  Here I am Lord Send me!  “He who has ears, Let him hear!”  Got Seed?  Bring it on!

3) Action = Cooperate with whatever God Says.  HOW?  Don’t question!
· Luke 8:15 “But the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance.”

· Matt. 13:23 "And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty." 

· Closing
· John 15:2, 5, 8, 16 – Bear fruit, Bear much fruit, bear more fruit, bear fruit that remains!
· This is a happy farmer.  God wants us to have a blast with our lives.  He wants us to bear fruit.

Be First responders to His Voice that Cultivate, Allocate, Eliminate, and Cooperate!

Are you Listening For His Voice?
