Habakkuk

I. Introduction

A. The Minor Prophets

1. Who are they?

a. Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephania, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

2. What Makes them minor?

a. The length of the books - Minor Prophets have smaller books.

B. Habakkuk

1. Contemporaries: Zephaniah, Jeremiah

2. Dating: Prior to Fall of Ninevah (Capital of Assyrian Empire); Possibly as early as 627. 
3. Setting: Judah
4. No Known Family

5. Name Means “Embrace”
6. Speculation Has it that Habakkuk was a Levite Musician
7. Theme of Book: The Judgement of God

a. God’s Decision Making

· God’s Timing - God’s Wisdom

b.  The Faith of Man
II.  Chapter 1 – God Why is there Wickedness?
A. Verses 1-4 – Habakkuk Calls out to God Regarding Judah
1. Judah is a sinful place.  Habakkuk’s response?

a. How long will God wait to respond to Habakkuk’s cry for help?

b. Why doesn’t God do something about the wickedness? – How we ask these very things!
· Is God There?  Is He not powerful?  There is wickedness.. maybe He is not there?

· 2Pe 3:9 - The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some count slackness; but is longsuffering to you-ward, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
· Rev 6:10 - and they cried with a great voice, saying, How long, O Master, the holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?
· Isa 30:18 - And therefore will Jehovah wait, that he may be gracious unto you; and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you: for Jehovah is a God of justice; blessed are all they that wait for him.
B. Verses 5-11 - God Responds to Habakkuk. 

1. Vs. 5 - Time Frame – Believe to be prior to fall of Ninevah (612 BC).  Possibly prior to 627, when the Medes and Susainians join the Chaldeans in battling Assyria.  Chaldeans are Babylonians.
a. Abraham was from Ur of the Chaldeas.

b. “Be Astonished” “Wonder” “You Would Not Believe It” – Vs. 6 – “Raising Up”

· Why?  Because no one would consider Chaldeans a real threat.

2. God Says Chaldeans/Babylonians are going to settle the matter of Judah’s wickedness for Him. 

3. Though Powerful, Babylon will be held guilty.  Why?

a. One Indicator from vs. 11 – “strength is their god”.

C. Verses 12-17 – Habakkuk Struggles with Chaldeans Bringing God’s Judgement.

1. Habakkuk understands it is God’s right to choose whom He will to Judge – For He is God.

2. BUT WHY THOSE WICKED CHALDEANS!

3. Vs. 13 – “More Righteous” is implication Judah is more righteous than the Chaldeans.

a. Concept of Whether or not a man can be more righteous than another:

· Rom. 3:9-10, Mt. 5:20, Acts 17:10-11, Heb. 11, Gen. 38:26 (Tamar), I Sam. 24:17 (David does not kill Saul in cave), - How can this be? - Rom. 5:19, Rom. 6:13-18
· Consider 2 Cor. 10:12-13, 17 – The only measure of righteousness is the Word of God.

4. Habakkuk was not measuring according to the Plumbline of God.

5. Habakkuk knows that God will not destroy the people in complete (”we will not die”), but he struggles with the idea of a nation like the Chaldeans being used to punish Judah. Afterall, the Chaldeans were so “wicked”. 

a. Reminds me of the Pharisee on the street corner praying not to be like the sinful publican:

· Luk 18:11 - The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as the rest of men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.

b. Habakkuk from God’s description did see the Chaldeans for what they were. They were a people who swept up others in the net of their power and worshipped themselves for it. 
III. Chapter 2 – How Long Will the Wickedness Continue?
A. Verse 1 – The Anticipation of Habakkuk
1. Willing to wait and be patient for Lord’s answer. Expecting reproval for his questioning. 

B. Verse 2-20 – Those Who Do not live by Faith in the Lord will see Destruction.
1. Verse 2-3 – Judgement is certainly coming. (Yes to Chaldeans – To all wicked in a final sense)

a. Language is very similar to Daniel being told to seal up the visions. The occurrence would be during the Christian Dispensation - the end of it in this case.

2. Verse 2-4 - The phrase “the righteous shall live by faith” is repeated in:

a. Rom. 1:16-18 – Those ungodly ignoring the Words of God can expect Judgement.
b. Gal. 3:11-14 – The law is not of faith, but of mere obedience.
c. Heb. 10:35-39 – Faith is demonstrated by enduring in the will of God.
3. Verse 13 - fantastic point. 

a. The things God does, while we may not understand them (thinking Job right now when he was questioned by God), they all serve a purpose. 

b. The wicked being used to judge the wicked, the longsuffering of the Lord, the futility of human pursuits, these all are understood clearly by God. 

c. Mankind may not come to the conclusions such as God, but we need not worry. It is only our duty to serve. To live by faith. – “Don’t Ever Give Up”
C. Chapter Two Summary – Answering Habakkuk’s question:
1. Wicked things are going to continue a considerable amount of time. 

2. Wickedness is characterized in many ways in verses 5-20. However, God says it will end.

3. It will end in joy for those who were faithful.

IV. Chapter 3
A. Verse 1-2 - What is Shigionoth? It means the prayer was sung to a mournful tune.
1. In verse 2, Habakkuk requests God remember and revive His people following all the years of vision which he had show Habakkuk. Basically, God keep your promise to us.

B. Verse 3-15 – Remembrance of God Delivering Israel
1. Where did God come from? These verses do not give an orgin of God, rather, they state the birth of the visible work in that area toward Israel was initiated there. Clearly, God did not come from a place on a world he created.

2. The verses describe the powerful deliverance of Israel forward from Egypt to their establishment in a new land. None could stand before God. He preserved His people against all foes. 

a. Vs. 4 - Rays (Horns-symbol of power)

b. Vs. 5 – Plagues – Pestilence, Hail/Fire - Egypt
c. Vs. 6 – Destruction of Canaanite nations

d. Vs. 8 – Nile, Jordan, Red Sea
e. Vs. 9-10 – God preserves and judges, his power is evident

f. Vs. 11-12 – Miracles and deliverance of God from Nations.

3. Encouragement to people. Keep the hope, God has delivered in the past. He will be there again.

4. Vs. 13-14 – God’s predetermined Plan of Jesus.

a. Prophecy of the crushing of Satan’s head Gen. 3:15 – Rendered Satan powerless – Heb. 2:14
b. Further fulfillment seen in “Pharoah in Red Sea”, “David defeating Goliath”, “Haman hung on his own Gallows” (BARNES)

C. Verse 16-19 - Habakkuk’s words of Faith
1. He knows troublesome times are coming. 

2. He knows an enemy is coming to devour the people. 

3. He knows the food and the cattle will disappear. 

4. Yet, his faith remains firm. He will rejoice in God despite tribulation:  HE NEVER GIVES UP
a. Rom 5:3 -  And not only so, but we also rejoice in our tribulations: knowing that tribulation worketh stedfastness; and stedfastness, approvedness; and approvedness, hope: and hope putteth not to shame; because the love of God hath been shed abroad in our hearts through the Holy Spirit which was given unto us.
b. Col 1:24 - Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and fill up on my part that which is lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church;

V. Closing

A. Like Habakkuk we may:

1. We desire for wickedness to depart

2. We wonder how long it will continue.

3. God Will Deliver the Faithful and Punish the Wicked.

a. 1Co 1:9 - God is faithful, through whom ye were called into the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Live By the Obedience of Faith and Never Give Up Hope
