“What Are The Greatest Things of Life?”

I. Introduction:

1. 1 Cor. 13:13—Charity or Love is no doubt the greatest and most powerful principle of life.
a.  Love sacrifices on behalf of its object - Jn. 3:16 – “For God so loved the world…
b. Rom 5:6-8 - For while we were yet weak, in due season Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: for peradventure for the good man some one would even dare to die. But God commendeth his own love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
a. Love gives its best - 2 Cor. 9:15 – “Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift”
b. Context: Gathering for the Saints – God Provides all we need for all good deeds.

2. Love makes heavy burdens seem light - Gen. 29:20. Jacob serves Laban for Rachel. 7 yrs.

A. God is Love (I Jn. 4:8), Christ is image of God (Col. 1:15),  

1. Christians follow Christ, substitute Christian for Christ

2. Substitute your name and see if the behavior fits in 1 Cor. 13:4-6.

II. Other Great Principles of Life – With Many Supporting Scriptures. 
1. The greatest privilege in life? (Meet President?) To be called “sons of God” – 

2. 1 Jn. 3:1-2 - Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are. For this cause the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.  Beloved, now are we children of God, and it is not yet made manifest what we shall be. We know that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be like him; for we shall see him even as he is.
3. Gal. 3:26-27 - For ye are all sons of God, through faith, in Christ Jesus.  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ.
4. Ex. Father’s Day Letter - Pride
5. If we are sons, then we can really pray “our Father….” - Matt. 6:9. 

a. If Sons, then we are heirs

1. Rom. 8:16-17 - The Spirit himself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified with him.
b. Gal. 4:4-7 - but when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, that he might redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.  So that thou art no longer a bondservant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.
· The greatest joy in life?  (Birth of Child?) The joy of salvation 

2. Ex. Waiting all week as a child to see the muppet show.
1. 1 Pet. 1:8-9 - whom not having seen ye love; on whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice greatly with joy unspeakable and full of glory: receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.
a. Rom. 8:1 – “There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.”
· The Greatest Fellowship in life?  (Country Club?)  With Christ and Christians 

2. Ex. Fire Demonstration with Bill, Helen; Long Drives to Singings or Meetings, Hours on Phone with Elder Friends, Nights Playing Games with Folks...  WHY? Christians not of this World.
a. 1 Cor. 15:33 – “Be not deceived: Evil companionships corrupt good morals.”
1. Eph. 5:11 - “and have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather even reprove them;”
b. I Jn. 2:15-17 - Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the vain glory of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
A. The greatest vocation in life?  (Dallas Cowboy? DisneyLand) Work for God and serve Him 

2. Song - I Will work, I Will Pray (in the vineyard of the Lord).
a. Eph. 4:1-2 - I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beseech you to walk worthily of the calling wherewith ye were called, with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;
b. Matt. 6:33 - But seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
c. 1 Cor. 15:58 - Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not vain in the Lord.
d. Mk. 10:45 - For the Son of man also came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.
e. James 5:19-20 - My brethren, if any among you err from the truth, and one convert him; let him know, that he who converteth a sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall cover a multitude of sins.
· The greatest knowledge in life? (How many licks...) To know God and His Son Jesus Christ
1. Sermon: Knowing Christ 3 – How do we know Christ?  Study, Worship, Obedience
a. Jn. 17:3 - And this is life eternal, that they should know thee the only true God, and him whom thou didst send, even Jesus Christ.
b. Jn. 8:31-32 - Jesus therefore said to those Jews that had believed him, If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly my disciples; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
c. Jn. 14:6-7 - Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me.  If ye had known me, ye would have known my Father also: from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.
1. The greatest Purpose in life? (Cure for Common Cold?) To glorify God and His Son 

1. 1 Cor. 10:31 - Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.
2. We do this in several ways.

a. By confessing the Lord - Phil. 2:11 - and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
b. In our bodies - 1 Cor. 6:16-20 

In the church - Eph. 3:21 - unto him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all generations for ever and ever. Amen.
By letting our light shine - Matt. 5:16 - Even so let your light shine before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
· The greatest victory in life?  (Lotto?) To overcome self and the world 

2. 1 Jn, talks about overcoming the World and Satan.
a. 1 Jn. 5:3-5 - For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.   For whatsoever is begotten of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that hath overcome the world, even our faith.  And who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?
b. James 4:7 – Be subject therefore unto God; but resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
B. The greatest gift in life? (Teens? New Car?) To give one’s self unto God and other people 

1. Lk. 6:38 - give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, shall they give into your bosom. For with what measure ye mete it shall be measured to you again.
a. In Return God and Others give unto you.
3. The greatest loss in life? (Wallet?) – (I always lose things...)    One’s soul 

1. Mathew 16:26 - For what shall a man be profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and forfeit his life? or what shall a man give in exchange for his life?
· The greatest neglect (thing to Ignore) in life?   To Neglect salvation
1. Heb. 2:1-3 - Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things that were heard, lest haply we drift away from them. For if the word spoken through angels proved stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward; how shall we escape, if we neglect so great a salvation? which having at the first been spoken through the Lord, was confirmed unto us by them that heard;
· The greatest prize?  Eternal life 

C. 2 Tim. 4:7-8 - I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith:  henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me at that day; and not to me only, but also to all them that have loved his appearing.
1. James 1:12 - Blessed is the man that endureth temptation; for when he hath been approved, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord promised to them that love him.
D. The greatest question in life
1. Acts 16:30 - “What Must I do to be Saved?”
This was the question the Jailor asked Paul and Silas.  They told him he needed to believe on the Lord and then they immediately went to be baptized.

E. Come Forward if anyone is subject to that Call to Experience the Love of Christ Through Baptism.

