What is The Greatest Need in the Church Today

I. Before We Can Identify Need, We Must Identify Problem.

A. The Problem in the World is Not Knowing Christ

1. Lack of Direction/Purpose

2. Absorbed in Self – How Can I get ahead?  How can I make me Happy?
a. broken relationships

b. large amounts of debt

c. addictions

d. no hope at death

B. The Problem in the Church is a Lack of Love

1. New Testament - Mt. 22:36-40
a. Christ was asked what was great commandment of the law:

· Love Lord With All Heart, Soul, Mind

· Love thy Neighbor as thyself.

· Encompasses all of the law and the prophets.

2. Old testament

a. Ten Commandments

· 1st Four – Love of God

· 2nd Four – Love of Neighbor

3. God set us up to be motivated by love in our lives, but this is not the motivation of many.
C. We as the Church have to Realize and Admit We have a Problem.

1. Rich man and Lazarus – Luke 16:19
a. When did he realize he had a problem?

b. Went whole life not seeing he had a problem.

2. How do we determine if we have a Love problem?

a. Warning Signs – None are definitive…

· Do we watch more Television/Computer that we study God’s Word?

· Do we read more non Bible Books that Bible?

· Do we visit the sick?

· Do we help the needy?

· Are there more days of the week we don’t pick up the Bible than we do?

· Does very little of our overall conversation have to do with the Bible?

· Are we actively kind to others?

· Is our non-work time spent more with Christians or non-Christians?

· Is it a rarity we ask someone to come to church?

3. How do we know these are signs of a love Problem?

a. Col 3:17 - And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
b. 2Co 5:14-15 - For the love of Christ controls us; because we thus judge, that one died for all, therefore all died;  and he died for all, that they that live should no longer live unto themselves, but unto him who for their sakes died and rose again.
c. John 14:15 – “If you love me you will keep my commandments”.
It is my contention that many Christians are not actively following the commands of the Lord.
Therefore, I believe the Greatest Need of the Church today is Personal Responsibility.

As Church We Must Be Responsible for Our Own Salvation

· Phi 2:12  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.
A. We Must Be Responsible in Knowing the Scriptures

1. 2Ti 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
2. We can memorize the scriptures, but do we apply them?  In School we learned many complex math formulas, could we apply them later on?  When was the last time you used the Pythagorean Theorem?
B. We Must Be Responsible in having a Heart Inclined to Jesus

1. Mat 15:8  This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.
Ex. Like shaking hands with brothers and sisters, kissing them on the cheek and asking How are you?  Not waiting to know, but going on to the next hand.

2. We must Worship in Spirit and Truth – John 4:24
C. Our Actions are a Demonstration of Our Responsible Heart

1. Jam 2:17 - Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.

2. Gal 6:7-8 - Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.
3. Is Comfort Your Goal or is Serving God your Goal?  Eat, Drink, and Be Merry!  You can’t be half pregnant and you can’t be half a Christian.

D. Does the World See Christ in Your Life?

1. Have you told them? Ex. YMCA Friends.
2. Strangers said they knew you were a Christian?

3. Last week talked about Marines.  You can tell a Marine in Uniform.  He acts Differently.

a. Gal 3:27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
Can anyone tell you have the uniform of Christ on?  Have you been Responsible in the service of your king?

E. Do You Need Help Living the Christian Life?  It is your Responsibility to Ask for it!

1. Ask, Seek, Knock! - Matt. 7:7
2. Jam 4:2-3 - Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and covet, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war; ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may spend it in your pleasures.
II. We Must Be Responsible for Others Salvation

A. We Are Watchmen Responsible for Spotting Danger!

1. Words of God to Ezekiel:
a. Ez. 33:7 - “O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel...”.
b. Eze 33:8 - When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die, and thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way; that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood will I require at thy hand.
c. Cain Said: Am my Brother’s Keeper? (Gen. 4:9) – Yes!
1. The Church is the Only Entity on Earth Responsible for the Souls of Men

a. Our Command is:

b. Matt. 28:19-20 - Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.
c. Mar 16:15 -  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation.
a. We Know These Scriptures!  Have We Been Responsible In Our Practice of Them?
b. “I can’t do these things, the requirements are beyond my ability.”

c. Have you ever seriously considered running a marathon? Why not? Have you ever considered scaling Mt. Everest? Why not? What about playing professional football? Why not? What about entering the Miss America contest? Why not? “I can’t do these things, the requirements are beyond my ability.”
d. We tend to compare ourselves with the most talented Christian and degrade our ability.

e. Acts 8:1,4 – Christians scattered – all capabilities.
f. “Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word” 

a. Responsibility to Spreading the Gospel is contained in three words

b. Jesus – to disciples - John 1:39

c. Phillip – to Nathanael - John 1:46

d. Jesus – to woman at well – John 4:29

· Four Heavenly Creatures – Rev. 6;1, 3, 5, 7.

1. No demands made, only an invitation.  “Come” or “Come and See”.
· Who is there who is not responsible enough to say, “Come and see”?
B. As Responsible Members of the Body of Christ, We Must Care for Other Members 

1. If our physical body received a severe cut on its hand, and we never took care of it, never cleaned it, never gave it a second thought, our hand would soon become so infected and deteriorate such that we would have to remove it to save the body. 

2. The same holds true concerning our brothers and sisters. If we do not care for them they will soon become infected with the cares of this world and will need to be removed from the body.  Yet, members who do not take the responsibility to heal the body are also deteriorating.

C. Christians are Responsible for the Growth and Development of Young Souls

· Are We Responsible enough to encourage their faith? 

a. Do you talk to young people in and out of Church?

b. You can get involved in a youth program.

a. Responsible enough to be the proper example of Christian living?  Attend always?

2. Your actions speak loudest to children.

b. Joyful?  Smiling?  Considerate of their needs?
a. Responsible enough to get involved with classes?
b. Too Old?  John 72 – Active! Active! Active!

3. How does society Grow?

c. New Birth! – Majority of Births come from the young.  Are we replenishing enough to recreate our church?  Where are the elders?  Where are the deacons?  Where are the families grounded in Christ?

1. Christian Parents are Responsible for their Children’s Growth in the Lord

2. It is not the public school teacher.

3. It is not the football coach.

4. It is not grandma.

5. It is not me!

a. Yes, All Christians are responsible for the growth and development of all members!

b. Mom and Dad are the head voice over all of these people.

c. Eph 6:1 -  Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.
d. Col 3:20 -  Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing in the Lord.
e. Eph 6:4 - And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but nurture them in the chastening and admonition of the Lord.
a. It is not the responsibility of a youth minister to raise your children!

b. Churches take responsibility!

· Utilize men, not young boys with degrees.

· Man with experience and children – There is a reason deacons are to have children.

· Determine why you have “Youth Ministers”.

· Examine their biblical role.

· Are they responsible for the children’s Christian activities or are the parents?

· Parents need to take back the active role in raising their children.

· The average parent spends only 1.7 hours each day with their child.  The world has the rest.

A. Closing

1. We have a great need for Personal Responsibility in the Church
2. We are given the responsibility of “Growing in the Grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ”.
3. We are given the responsibility of being a watchman to the world.

4. We are given the responsibility of caring for the members of the church.

5. We are given the responsibility of caring for our young.

6. We are given the responsibility of being Christian parents.

We are Responsible for saying “Come and See” to those outside of the Church.  If we have none of the world in our church, at our Gospel meetings, giving us new birth, then we have a great need for personal responsibility.

1. Visitors – Your Responsibility is to Seek out God!

2. Faith through Hearing

3. Believe in Jesus as the Son of God

4. Repentance of your sins.

5. Confession that Jesus is the Son of God.

6. Baptism

7. Faithful living according to the Love we have for God’s commandments.

“Come and See The Blessings Offered in the Church of God.”

