How Complete is God’s Forgiveness?
I Introduction

A What is sin?

1 Sin defined: 
a I John 3:4 - Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. – The law is not that of Moses, but of God.
b 1 Jn 5:17 - All unrighteousness is sin:
· What is righteous?

c 2Ti 3:16 - Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness.
·  The words of God command us in Righteous.  So they are righteous.
· Actions contrary to them are unrighteous and therefore sin.
2 Does God’s Law apply to non-Christians?
a If one has not sinned, they do not need forgiveness.

· Rom. 6:23 - All have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.

· Sin is a transgression of the law of God as noted before. 

b All must then be under the law, for all have sinned.
B What is the problem with sin?  That is not obeying His Words?

1 2 Th 1:7-9 -  and to you that are afflicted rest with us, at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with the angels of his power in flaming fire, rendering vengeance to them that know not God, and to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus: who shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 
2 Is. 59:2 – “your iniquities have separated between you and your God”
3 Jas 4:4 - Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.
4 Rom. 8:8 - and they that are in the flesh cannot please God.
5 Eternal sestruction, separation, and being identified as enemies of God are problems with sin.

a Because of this we have a need for forgiveness.
II Forgiveness:  Greek - Aphesis
A Definitions:
1 Strongs: “freedom”, “pardon” – The question has to be asked from what?
2 Thayer: “Release from Bondage or Imprisonment”, “pardon of sins”, “remission of penalty”
3 We want forgiveness, so we can return to a state of peace between ourselves and others.

a When we seek forgiveness from God, we are seeking peace between ourselves and Him.

B Forgiveness sets us free of penalties, but not all consequences on earth.
1 Example 1 of 3:
a You say something really mean to a friend.  Later you want forgiveness from them.  
· Why? You want release from the penalty of your actions, so you can have peace.
b Three Immediate Penalties:  

· Your conscience alerts you to the wrongfulness of sin.
· Your friend is no longer talking to you.

· God condemns you because of sin.
c Remember, forgiveness sets us free from penalties, but not consequences on earth.
· Your friend may forgive you and begin to talk to you again.  Free from penalty.
· You may forgive yourself and your conscience drop its burden.  Free from penalty.
· God forgives you for he states: 1 Jn 1:9 - If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
· Consequence: You both missed a Barry Manilow concert dealing with problem.
2 Example 2 of 3:
a You have a disagreement with a co-worker that escalates into a fist fight.   
· Later you want forgiveness.
b Three Immediate Penalties:

· Your co-worker is angry with you.

· Your conscience is killing you for behaving that way.

· God condemns you because of sin.

c Forgiveness and Consequences:

· You forgive yourself for your foolish actions.  
· Your coworker forgives you.  
· God Forgives you.

· Consequence: Company rules state that those who fight are dismissed from employment.   

3 Example 3 of 3:
a King David commits murder of Uriah and adultery with Bathsheba.

· 2Sa 12:13 - And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against Jehovah. And Nathan said unto David, Jehovah also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.

b Two Penalties:

· Adulterer’s and murderer’s were to die under the law.

· There is a spiritual penalty of death from transgression of the law.

c Forgiveness and Consequences

· God takes away the earthly penalty of the law from David – He would not die.
· God passed over the Spiritual Sin.  What does Passed over Mean?  Not forgiveness.
· (Heb. 10:4) – Establishes that sins were not forgiven under the Old law.

· (Rom. 3:25) – Sins were passed over, but remembered until Christ.

· (Jer. 31:31) – Under the new covenant sins would be remembered no more.

· Consequence: Though David’s penalty of death was put away, the consequence of that was his child would die and his son Absalom would give him great trouble.
C Summary Thus Far:

1 Sin is a transgression of God’s Law

2 Eternal Destruction, Separation, being identified as enemies of God are problems of sin.
3 Forgiveness sets us free of Penalties, but not earthly consequences.
II Important points of Understanding:  
A God has given us this fleshly body that we might glorify Him.
1 1Co 6:19 - Or know ye not that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have from God? and ye are not your own; for ye were bought with a price: glorify God therefore in your body.
B God has designed us to grow and learn from our mistakes. 

a 1 Co 10:11 - Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

b Heb 12:6-7 - For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.  If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?

C Forgiveness from God should be our goal.
1 Mat 10:28 - And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
III Are there Requirements for Forgiveness?
A To Be Forgiven, You Must Seek God
1 God is available to all who seek Him.
a Mt. 7:7 - Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you.
b Act 10:34-35 - And Peter opened his mouth and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is acceptable to him. 
c If you aren’t seeking forgiveness, he won’t forgive you.

· He has given man the choice.

· He has presented the alternatives to all choices.
2 One must seek Him with the proper motive
a If you ask simply out of your own desires, He will not forgive.

· Jas 4:3 - Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may spend it in your pleasures.
b Those on the last day that are simply terrified will not be saved.
· Mat 7:21 - Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven.
· Luke 6:46 – Why call ye me Lord and do not the things I say?
c The proper seeking motive is a love for God – Jn. 14:15.
B To Be Forgiven, You Must Be Willing to Forgive Others
1 Mat 6:14-15 - For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
2 Mat. 18:23-35

C To Be Forgiven, You Must repent
1 John the Baptist called on the Jews to Repent.
a Mar 1:4 - John came, who baptized in the wilderness and preached the baptism of repentance unto remission of sins.
2 Jesus called on the people to repent.

a Luke 13:3 - I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all in like manner perish.
3 Jesus taught the disciples to preach repentance.
a Luk 24:45-47 - Then opened he their mind, that they might understand the scriptures; and he said unto them, Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer, and rise again from the dead the third day; and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name unto all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
4 What is Repentance Anyway?
a Repentance is the Greek word – metanoeo.
· Thayer - “To Change One’s Mind”
· John the Baptist, Jesus, and the Apostles all called upon people to change their mind.

b What did they want to change minds about?  Their acceptance of sin.

· Lk. 5:32 - I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.
· As Jesus told the adulterous woman; Jn. 8:11 – go thy way; from henceforth sin no more.
5 A change of mind is not acceptable on its own.
a Mat. 3:8 – Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance.
b Acts 26:19-20 – Paul with Agrippa
D To Be Forgiven, You Must Be in Christ.

1 Being in Christ means putting him on in Baptism

a Gal 3:27 - For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
b Acts 2:38 - Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
· Note:  Remission of sins requires both repentance and baptism.  
· Grammatically, we cannot exclude one or the other.
· They are both necessities.
2 We must walk according to godliness to remain in Christ and be forgiven.
a 1 Jn 1:7 - But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
IV How Complete is God’s Forgiveness?
A When God Forgives, he no longer remembers it.
1 Heb. 8:12 and Heb. 10:17 recall Jer. 31:31 stating the sins and iniquities will be remembered no more under the new Covenant of Christ.
a This forgetfulness has everything to do with meeting the requirements of Forgiveness.

· As stated, this means the individual is seeking God appropriately, forgiving themselves, repentant in mind and body, in Christ, and walking in righteousness.

2 Exodus 34:7 tells us that God “will by no means clear the guilty”.

a If the requirements God set up are not met, than that man is guilty and unforgiven.
B What about the Unpardonable Sin?  The Sin unto death?  
1 This is identified as blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.
2 In the time of Christ and the Apostles, the Gifts of the Holy Spirit were evident.

a Miracles were performed by the power of the Spirit across the land by those who obeyed God.

· They confirmed the word, edified the church, and glorified God.

3 During this age, when one denied this was of God after obvious proof…

a They were guilty of blasphemy of the Holy Spirit.

· What more could be done to turn their hearts?

· This rejection can be seen in (Mark. 3:22-30).

4 Today, this sin of blasphemy of the Holy Spirit is evident when:
a A man refuses the evidences and direction of the Scriptures.

b The scriptures are the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

c The scriptures are the power of the Spirit.

d To not heed these is sin which is unforgiveable.  Why?
· Because if the scriptures are not followed, then the requirements of forgiveness are not met.
V Conclusion
A God is Forgiving

1 He sent his son that none should perish. (John 3:16)
2 His hand is not so short that it cannot save nor his ear so heavy it cannot hear. (Is. 59:1-2)

3 He has given us His counsel. He has disciplined us.  He has given us a clear direction.
a He has told us what he requires.
b He has given us a choice.
c Will you come to Him in obedience so he can remember your sins no more?
