Get on Board & Go The Distance

Premise: If we care about something enough, we will go to great lengths to get to it.

Objective: To teach that if we love Christ as He loved us, we will overcome everything to get to Him.

I. Introduction

A. Ex. Some Great Story of Someone Traveling to be with their Loved one over Great distance.

B. Holiday Season – People traveling long distances to be with the ones they care about.
C. Ex. Puritans – Separatists – Traveled Long Distance for Religious Freedom
D. Pioneers – traveling west – Piece of Land they could call their own.  Land Rush.
E. Wise Men Traveled to See the Savior of the World in a manger. Mat. 2:1-2
F. If we care enough about something will go great lengths to get to it.

II. Biblical Examples of those who went to great lengths for something they cared about

A. Overcome Distance

1. Jacob traveled to see his son Joseph Gen. 45:25-28  (Canaan to Egypt)

2. Jethro/Zapporah to Moses with Sons  (Midian to Sinai)

3. Nehemiah to Jerusalem to rebuild Wall  (From Susa to Jerusalem – About as far as Greece)

4. Mary/Joseph Day’s journey back and away from Jesus in Jerusalem (Luke 2)

B. Overcome Hardship

1. Israel to the promised land and establishing (Egypt to Canaan)

a. Battles, Diseases, death – Many as punishments.

2. Hannah to visit her son Samuel

a. Hannah gave her son to God – Given to Eli the Priest

b. Hannah traveled each year to see Samuel and give him a coat - I Sam. 2:19
3. David and Jonathan

a. I Sam. 18:1 – Jonathan, son of Saul, cared for David
b. I Sam. 20 – Jonathan Protects David from Father, goes to him and warns him.

c. Small distance – Great Danger from Saul

C. Overcome Humiliation

1. Naaman Journey to Elisha - Journey to Jordan, Journey to Elisha with egg on face (2 Kings 5)

2. The Prodigal Son – Luke 19
D. Overcome Death

1. Job - Believed he would overcome death – Job 19:25-26
2. Enoch - Heb 11:5 - By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and he was not found, because God translated him: for he hath had witness borne to him that before his translation he had been well-pleasing unto God:
3. Jairus - synagogue ruler, dead daughter – Mar. 5:21-23; 36
a. By Jesus, death was overcome to reunite him with his daughter.

4. Thief on the cross - overcame death - Luk 23:41-43  - “Remember me”
a. By Jesus, He overcame death to be with His Savior.

Jesus Christ

A. Overcame distance – Heaven to Earth

1. Eph 4:8-10 - Wherefore he saith, When he ascended on high, he led captivity captive, And gave gifts unto men.  (Now this, He ascended, what is it but that he also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the same also that ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.)
B. Overcome hardship – Agony and Pain at the hands of men

C. Overcome Humiliation – Heb. 12:2
D. Overcame Death that He might be joined with those He loved.

1. Rom 6:9  knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death no more hath dominion over him. 
2. Joh 12:32  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto myself.
III. Christians Will Overcome!

A. Overcome Distance - Sin

1. Isa 59:2 - But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.
B. Overcome Hardship – Persecution, Environment, Consequences

1. Rev 2:10  Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

2. Rev 7:13-14 - And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
3. I Pet. 4:1-2 – Live to the will of God.

C. Overcome Humiliation: 

1. Luk 6:22 - Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company, and reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake.
2. 1Pe 3:14-16 - But even if ye should suffer for righteousness' sake, blessed are ye: and fear not their fear, neither be troubled; but sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord: being ready always to give answer to every man that asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in you, yet with meekness and fear: having a good conscience; that, wherein ye are spoken against, they may be put to shame who revile your good manner of life in Christ.
D. Overcome Death

1. Rev 20:6 - Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: over these the second death hath no power; but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.
2. I Cor. 15:50ff

How Can We Go the Distance?

E. The Scriptures Tell Us

1. Joh 6:45  It is written in the Prophets, 'And all of them will be taught by God.' Everyone who has listened to the Father and has learned anything comes to me.

2. Joh 14:6  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

3. Act 4:12  And in none other is there salvation: for neither is there any other name under heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must be saved.
4. Joh 14:23  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my word: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.
F. Illustration

1. Ex. Young Man going to visit family for the Holiday Season.  He has all his presents purchased.  He giftwraps them all.  He has himself all packed.  He drives six hours through snowy weather to get to the airport.  He finds a spot to park, hauls all of his stuff into the terminal.  Gets himself ticketed and his baggage checked.   Makes it through security…. And he has time to finally sit down.  He rests his eyes for a few minutes because he is tired… First call for plane, second, third, last call.  The man did it all right, except he didn’t get on board.  You can’t go the entire distance unless you get on board.

2. How do we get on board?

We must make the decision to go to Him.  We Must Start our Journey with a Step…

