Genesis 9
I. Introduction

A. Review Chap. 1-2 – Creation Account in Detail and then from Human Perspective

B. Review Chap. 3 – Fall of Man

C. Review Chap. 4 – Able and Cain’s failure to walk according to Faith

D. Review Chap. 5 - Genealogy

E. Review Chap. 6 – Evil Fills the earth

F. Review Chap. 7 – Man and Animals enter ark Flood Begins

G. Review Chap. 8 – Detailing of length of time water upon earth, exit from Ark, Covenants Established.
II. Genesis 9 - New Beginnings
A. Vs. 1-7 – Requirements for Man’s Existence Established.
1. Vs. 1 - Be Fruitful and Multiply & fill the earth ; Gen. 1:28, 8:17, 9:1,7
a. This is the same command given to Adam.

2. Vs. 2 – Fear of man comes upon animals.

3. Vs. 3 – First time meat mentioned as food.

4. Vs. 4 – Prohibition against Blood; also in Mosaic Law Lev. 17:11-12; In N.T. Times as well. Acts 15:20
5. Vs. 5-6 - If man or beast murder a man, they should lose their life.  This is the beginning of capital punishment.  This is an observance God expects.  It is not a command of the old law and therefore vanished away.
a. Keil points out the explanation for two DIFFERENT words in the Hebrew Scriptures for killing.  They are [~ratsach] which means murder, and [~harag] which means put to death. [~Ratsach] is in the Decalogue, "Thou shalt not kill"; and the other is in Deut. 13:9: "Thou shalt surely kill ([~harag]) him," referring to a legal execution.  
b. Today, being under the authority given by God to the government Rom. 13:1, this obligation is to be followed through by them.  

· In no way, does the Bible Prohibit Capital punishment. 
· Of course, it would be nice to have Capitol punishment when the Gov. ignores God.
· Note:  God allowed Cain to Live, likely to demonstrate the extent of what allowing sin to continue will achieve.  That is no longer the case post flood.
B. Vs. 8-17 – God Elaborates upon the Covenant Established in the final verses of Chap. 8.
1. This is a Promissory Covenant.  Man is not required to do anything.

a. Note:  The promise in Gen. 6:18 was conditional.  If Noah and his family got into the ark, they would be recipients of Covenant.
2. Vs. 9-11 – This covenant not to destroy all by water established for all life for all time.
3. Vs. 9-17 – There is a sign to the covenant (as with all covenants)

a. The Rainbow is the sign.
C. Vs. 18-29 – Sin Enters the World Again
1. Vs. 18 – This is the first of three mentions that Ham is the father of Canaan.  Why?
2.  Vs. 19 – The Earth was populated from these three Sons – Noah has no more sons.
3. Vs. 20-24 – The Uncovering of Nakedness by Ham Curses Canaan.
a. The first item to examine is Noah’s drunkenness. 

· Noah because of his drunkeness and presumably his wife’s leaves himself vulnerable.
b. The second Item to Examine is the interaction with Ham and/or Canaan.

· Regarding what happened with Ham.  There are many theories without scriptural backing that suggest this sin was Ham simply seeing Noah naked and mentioning it to his brothers.  Most commentarians tie some type of sexual sin to this.  Yet again, no scriptural backing.  Note:  If there was no scenario of Noah and His wife being taken advantage of, why mention the wine?    Could not Ham have seen his father naked any other time and commented on it?
· Further commentary suggests both Ham and Canaan were guilty of sin against Noah. Again, with sexual sin involved in some manner.

· Is there scripture that can give us an idea of what happened here?  I believe so.

c. The root of understanding the sin is what it means for ones nakedness to be uncovered.

· The Hebrew language uses this term as intercourse with their wife.

· Ex. Lev. 20:11, 20:20-21, Duet. 27:20
· Ex.  Incest with any close kin female: Lev. 18:7-15, vs. 20 spelling it out.
· Ex. Ez. 22:10, Hab. 2:15
d. Noah became drunk.  He left his wife in a vulnerable state (likely drunken as well). 

· Ham saw his mother naked and took advantage of her.

· He bragged about it to his brothers.
· They covered her up.

· Noah found out from everyone when he woke up what happened.

· When he realized there was offspring, he cursed it.  That offspring was Canaan.
· This is why though Canaan was of Noah’s wife, it is stated so much Ham was the father.

e. Coffman’s believes there was sexual sin involved, however, he blames it on Canaan.

· His argument is based on the word “Youngest son” in vs. 24.

· Ham was not the youngest, but second in age of the three sons of Noah.

. He believes youngest meaning youngest Grandson.

· Keil points out grammatically nor contextually can it be determined whether the word is youngest or younger in vs. 24.  In fact, the KJV and NKJV consistently use the word younger.  In this case, meaning not the oldest and by context referencing Ham.
D. Vs. 25-27 – The Curse and Blessings
a. Canaan was cursed to be a servant

· The Israelites will enter the Land of Canaan some centuries later with instructions from God to kill every man, woman, and child who are descendants of Canaan.
· Those that weren’t killed were taken as servants.

b. Christ comes through the line of Shem.

c. “Let Him dwell in the tents of Shem” is likely a blessing that God dwell with Shem as also Japheth mentioned in previous verse.
E. Noah Passes On.
III. Summary

A. The Introduction of Capital Punishment and Restraint from Blood

B. Extension of God’s Covenant’s upon His Creation.

C. The Re-introduction of Sin into the World
