Which Way to the Garden of Eden?

I. Introduction

A. Jdg. 6:1-6

1. Midianites – 7 years

2. Crops destroyed, livestock taken, and people were in dens and caves in the mountains.

B. During this time “the angel of the Lord” appeared unto Gideon ….. Jdg. 6:11-13
1. We Ask the Same Thing!

2. We say… If God is with us…

a. Why did my wife lose her job?

b. Why did God let my family members leave the church?

c. Why was did my car get totalled in a wreck?  I can’t afford that!

d. Why are there so many starving children!

C. These and a thousand similar questions could be asked.

1. These questions grip the human heart.

2. Thousands cry for some sort of an answer.

D. The argument made by athiests:

a. If God is perfectly good, 

b. if God is perfectly powerful 

c. if God does not want evil to occur 

d. if God knows when evil will occur

e. Why doesn’t he do something about it?”
II. DISCUSSION:
A. The Problem Stated: God, Why Do You Allow Evil and Suffering?
1. With many people, the greatest obstacle to believing in God is the problem of evil and suffering.

a. People agonize trying to resolve this in their minds.

b. Conclusion – God is not a loving God - as the Bible says. 

2. Atheists claim: God does not stop evil and suffering because:

a. He is either not all good, 

b. not all powerful 

· not all knowing… and …

c. Because he lacks one of these characteristics, he cannot be God.

a. Failure of argument - assumption “Good can’t come by allowing evil and suffering in the world.”

b. Fact: Good can come from evil.
3. Fact: No man can completely understand everything about the problem of suffering.
a. Romans 11:33
b. Deuteronomy 29:29
1) God has revealed to us what we need to know

c. By Faith, we must accept things we don’t understand -  God always does what is right.
c. Genesis 18:23-25
1) This is a rhetorical question, and needs no answer

2) God will do what is right!
Address the Problem: God, Why Do You Allow Evil and Suffering?
d. God is love (1 John 4:8).

e. His love is expressed by giving us the freedom to choose Good or Evil.

1) Joshua 24:15
2) John 7:17
3) Revelation 22:17
f. God has not made us without free-will.  We are not robots.  We are not computer programs.

1) Ex. There are lines everywhere! Roads, baseball diamonds, football fields, basketball courts, lines on yard sticks – Lines show us where we are at!  We are either on one side of the line or the other.  

2) Ex. 32 – Moses Drew a line.  People were worshipping Calf.  Moses came down. Vs. 26,   “Whoso is on Jehovah's side, let him come unto me.”  People had freedom to choose.

a. Mat 16:24 - Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. – A line was drawn and freedom of choice given.
a. Where freedom of choice is permitted, man will at times, make the wrong choices.

1) Wrong choices have adverse or unfavorable consequences.

1. Ex. Get a Regular Hamburger or try a … Soy Burger.  Not the same!  Yuck!

2. Think about this: 

b. If all actions [choices], both good and bad, produced exactly the same effect…

1) Ex. Smacking a mosquito and smacking a pit bull and smacking your boss…

2) How would one ever learn to choose the good and reject the bad?
c. Humans must suffer consequences to learn that good is to be valued over bad.

d. God wants us to serve Him, but the choice to serve Him must be ours.

1) God enables the consequences to help us make the decision.

· Sources of Suffering In Our World

a. Personal wrong choices

b. We bring suffering upon ourselves because of bad decisions we make. 

1) Judges 6:1 – Main Text

c. 1 Peter 4:15
· If a man steals and goes to prison, is it not his fault?

· If a man murders and executed, is God to blamed?

· Drugs, Alcohol, Sexual relationship, Modesty

· Yet, someone may argue: God could have prevented the crime and avoided the suffering.

1) Not if He wanted to preserve man’s freedom of choice!

2) God limits His own activity by lovingly granting man free will-power!

1. Personal wrong choices of others.

a. We cannot argue for our freedom of choice while denying it for everyone else.

b. God is not respecter of persons

1) Acts 10:34
c. Romans 2:11
a. Innocent persons may be killed in a wreck involving a drunk driver. – Phil and Kate
b. Hitler was responsible for the killing of millions. 

d. We sometimes pay the price for other’s freedom of choice.

c. Personal wrong choices of former generations

1) If we are to reap the benefits of generations in the past (e.g. scientific discoveries), How can we avoid reaping the evils as well? – Toilets… clogging toilets… Elec.. spoiled food when elec fails.

· Ex. Inherit Horse Farm…. You know what you get from Horses?  Horse Apples.
d. God warned that rejection of Him would affect generations yet unborn 

2) Exodus 20:5-6
a) Starvation in India ….. sacred cows …..

b) In connection with this point of Suffering,  we need to consider diseases

1) First, disease is ultimately related to man’s bad choices (sin).

2) Before Adam and Eve’s transgression they were unaffected by disease.

c) When they rebelled they were deprived of the “tree of life” (Genesis 3:22-23), and we are heirs of the conditions they introduced into the world.

a) Romans 5:12, 8:20-25

b) Second, many organisms, which are sometimes harmful (e.g. bacteria) are also beneficial.

c) Ex. certain types of bacteria facilitate digestion or decomposition of waste materials. 

a) Were it not for bacteria, this world would be one huge, stinking garbage dump.

1) What about the natural disasters of our day?

2) What causes these disasters?

b) The drastically different geophysical features of the planet

a) E.g. mountain ranges, deserts, varying pressure areas 

b) What created these varying conditions?

c) Many scholars believe it was the universal flood

d) Genesis 6:5-7
a. Human wickedness was the cause!

a. Our world of natural law

b. We live in a world that is regulated by natural law, thus a certain amount of suffering is enevitable

c. For example: gravity …..

d. Luke 13:4-5 ….. victims of natural law

e. We benefit greatly from natural law, but if we violate this law we will suffer.

f. Could you imagine what would happen if God suspended His natural laws?

1. The Benefits Of Suffering

b. Physical

c. Clothes catch on fire, with our pain, we would burn before being able to do something about it.

d. Ex. Chevy Chase… yellow dog…
e. Pain causes us to go to the doctor

f. Pain causes us to avoid those things that will hurt us.

a. Pain develops noble character, how would patience and bravery be cultivated without pain?

b. Spiritual

c. 2 Ch 33:10 - And Jehovah spake to Manasseh, and to his people; but they gave no heed. Wherefore Jehovah brought upon them the captains of the host of the king of Assyria, who took Manasseh in chains, and bound him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon. And when he was in distress, he besought Jehovah his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers.
d. Psa 119:67 - Before I was afflicted I went astray; But now I observe thy word.
e. Psa 119:71 - It is good for me that I have been afflicted; That I may learn thy statutes.
f. Rom 8:28 - And we know that to them that love God all things work together for good, even to them that are called according to his purpose.
a. 2Co 4:16 - Wherefore we faint not; but though our outward man is decaying, yet our inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is for the moment, worketh for us more and more exceedingly an eternal weight of glory;
b. In the midst of suffering we must realize:

a. That there is a better place - Revelation 21:1-5
2. Know these things?  What should our attitude be toward suffering?  Let Scripture Answer!
b. Acts 5:41
c. 1 Peter 2:19-23
1) Suffering is a small thing when compared to heaven….. 

2) Rom 8:18 -  For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed to us-ward.
3. The results of handling suffering properly

a. Reign in heaven ….. (2 Timothy 2:12)

b. Receive a crown of life ….. (James 1:12)

A. III. Conclusion: 

1. When we are asked:

2. Why do we suffer in this life?

Ans. We suffer because man turned from God?

3. Why Doesn’t God stop the suffering and evil?

Ans. Because God wants us to come back to Him.
