Galatians 4

I. Introduction

A. Review Chap 1-2
1. Galatians following distortion of Gospel, not inspired Gospel of Christ Paul taught.
2. Justification from sins only comes from Faith of Christ, not from the Law of Moses.
3. Justification demands we are in Christ.
B. Review Chap 3

1. The Law was imperfect

a. It did not give the Spirit.
b. It did not make one an heir to eternal life.
2. The Law was established to:

a. Take Israel from the Promise of Abraham to Christ.
b. To bring recognition of their sins.
c. Ultimately, as an example for us today.

II. Chp 3:26-4:7 – It is only through Christ we are Heirs of the Father.
A. Vs. 3:26-29 – Sonship is established by putting Christ on in baptism.
1. Being in Christ, establishes us as his one body and not as individuals, we are the church.
2. Since we are his body, we are the seed of Abraham.
3. Being the Seed of Abraham, we are the heirs of the promise.
B. Vs. 4:1-7 – Inheritance comes through Maturity in Christ, not the Law.
1. Ex. Children have no sense of value, thus, they have no authority and are subject to others.
a. Many in this world do not realize the value of earthly vs. heavenly.
· Thus, they are held under their sins seeking the things of the world.
b. Sons of God have matured.  We long for true treasures.
· I Pet. 2:1-5 – Evolution from the flesh to a spiritual house.
2. At Just the Right Time God Sent His son so we could have the inheritance.
a. It seems we now had the example in full.
· The age of Accountability had come -  Acts 17:30-31 (Times of ignorance are over)
b. Christ came under the law.  Why?
· So that he might fulfill the law offering: Redemption and Adoption
3. Vs. 6 – Act 5:32 – And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God hath given to them that obey him.
a. The proof that the Galatians were sons is they received gifts of the Holy Spirit.
b. What other purpose would sending be for?  
· Christ knows our spirit and intercedes for us. Rom. 8:26-27
· Christ knows our deeds as well – these are how we will be rewarded. Mt. 16:27.
c. Consider the following from Franklin Camp.
· The Galatians are sons.
· The Judaizing teachers were denying that the Galatians were sons of God.
· Proof that they are sons of God:  The Galatians had received miraculous gifts.
· From whom did the Galatians receive miraculous gifts?  Paul
· Since Galatians received the Spirit from Paul, Paul was an apostle of Christ as he claimed.
· Since Paul proved his apostleship, the gospel he preached to Galatians was a genuine gospel.
· The gospel of the Judaizing teachers was another gospel, which was not the gospel of Christ.
· This is why Paul was writing the Galatians!
III. Vs. 8-11 – Why would Anyone Mature Desire to Lose their Freedom?
A. Under the law, you are not sons, there is no Freedom.

1. Without the knowledge of God, there is bondage to sin.
2. With knowledge of God, there is freedom!
a. Joh 8:31-32 - Jesus therefore said to those Jews that had believed him, If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly my disciples; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
b. The Galatians were returning to the law in remembering feasts and sabbaths.
3. Paul previously asked if the Galatians endured Christian struggles in vain in 3:4.
a. Now he expresses concern his own efforts in conversion were in vain.
IV. Vs. 12-20 – Paul’s Relationship with the Galatians was one Built on Love and Truth.
A. Vs. 12-16 – Would Paul have Cause to be an enemy of the Galatians?
1. “Become as I am” – Following Christ not the Law.
2. “I have become as you” - (Gentiles), who were not under the Law.
a. Some suggest this references Paul’s attempts to fit in with the Galatians.

· I Cor. 9:20-22

3. “You have done me no wrong”

a. Some suggest this means - “This is nothing personal”
b. I prefer the language as stated.

· They had never done anything wrong against Paul.  They cared for him.

· They felt blessed to receive the Gospel.

· They were deeply attached to him.

· Out of nowhere, would Paul now be an enemy to them by telling them truth?

· Reworded:  Why would Paul not tell them the truth?  He had no cause to be an enemy.
B. Vs. 17-20 - The Aim of False teachers
1. Vs. 17 - The Judaisers get into your good graces with alterior motives.

a. They desire to shut you off from Paul and the Truth.  Why?
· For their personal benefit and that of Judaism – John 11:48
2. Vs. 18 – Is our good relationship void, the truth forsaken, because I am absent?
a. This relationship in truth should stand at all times.
3. Vs. 19-20 – The “Labor” of Paul

a. Is labor a joyful activity?

b. Christ was needed to be born again in the Galatians.

· They needed to shed the false teachings that they had begun to follow.

c. Paul wished he were there to see the problems corrected.

V. Vs. 21-31 - Isaac and Ishmael
A. Vs. 21-27 - Paul Presents an allegory showing the Weakness of the Law.
1. Vs. 23 - Nature of the Sons
a. Ishmael came about naturally, Sarah giving her handmaid to her husband.
b. Isaac came about because of a promise given by God.
2. Vs. 24-26 - Allegory – 2 Covenants
a. Hagar and Ishmael represent slavery.  Those under the covenant of Moses (by choice).
· Physical Jerusalem was not a mother Church.  It was under condemnation.
b. Sarah and Isaac represented Freedom.  Freedom under the covenant of Christ.
· Jerusalem above is the new covenant.  We are born into the Church, by our mother covenant.
c. Vs. 27 - Prophecy of the New Covenant
· The Number of those under the new covenant would far exceed those under the old.
B. Vs. 28-5:1 – Paul Establishes the Relationship of the Galatians to the Allegory.
a. Vs. 28 – The Galatians were Christians and thus, children of the Promise to Abraham.

b. Vs. 29 – The Ishmaelites constantly persecuted the Israelites.

· The judaizers clinging to a law of the flesh, persecuted the Galatian Christians.
· Those under bondage were persecuting those who were free.
c. Vs. 30-5:1 – More prophecy concerning those in the bondage of sin vs. Christ.
· Those in sin will be cast out.
· Those in Christ will be heirs of the father.
· The Galatians had made the choice to be free in Christ, not under bondage.
· They needed to determine to stay that way.
VI. Summary Chapter 4
A. Inheritance comes through Maturity in Christ, not the law.
1. As sons we are free from bondage.

B. Why would anyone mature choose to be under the law?  

1. There is no freedom.
C. Paul’s Relationship with the Galatians was one based on Love and Truth.

1. False teachers were trying to destroy this.

D. Through Allegory, the Law of Moses and Law of Christ were demonstrated as Hagar and Sarah.

1. Hagar was under bondage as was her son.

2. Sarah was free as was her son.

3. The Galatians, in Christ, were said to have made the choice to be heirs of the free.
4. He exhorted them to stay that way.
