WHAT KIND OF FRUIT ARE YOU BEARING?

I. Introduction - Mt. 7:15-20 

· A. Jesus, the Son of God is warning us concerning false teachers.

1. The teachings of Jesus will produce good and wholesome fruit. 

a. John 14:6 - Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
b. Col 1:9 - For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray and make request for you, that ye may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, to walk worthily of the Lord unto all pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;
2. Our Lord is also giving us vital information regarding how their fruits detect them 

a. The false teacher is known through his actions. 

b. All false teaching will produce evil and bad fruit.

B. Don’t You Judge Me!

1. When once accused of judging, Marshall Keeble said, “I’m not judging, I’m a fruit inspector.”
a. We must all be “fruit inspectors,” that is, “judging righteous judgment” - Jn. 7:24
b. What does a fruit inspector do?  He examines the totality of the apple – Inside and Out.

· False teachers are not the only ones known by their fruit. A Christian’s faithfulness is also recognized by the fruit he or she bears. – M/F, Young/Old, Race…  All known by fruit.
a. What type of fruit do we bear? 

b. What type of fruit would best describe our life? 

c. What can be seen about our Christian life when those around behold our fruit?

II. What Kind of Fruit Do You Bear?

A. GREEN FRUIT
1. Some Christians produce GREEN FRUIT.

a. Fruit that is not ripe - not mature. 

b. They Produce immature fruit because they have not grown or matured in:

· the word of God 

· their Christian faith

a. Ex. Nursing Home Example – Fruit = Deeds.  Green Fruit – Taking fruit basket to Nursing Home.

c. This is ok for a new Christian, however, for tenured Christians…

2. Heb. 5:12 - “For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat”. 

3. Peter in 2 Pt. 3:18 - “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”
4. Many Christians know litte more than when first Christians.

b. “Green fruit,” that never matures is fruit that is unfit – fruit the Lord will not accept.

c. Hos 6:6  For I desire goodness, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt-offerings. 
For all our Attendance, God wants something more than Green Fruit.
B. BRUISED FRUIT 

· BRUISED FRUIT – fruit void of quality. 

1. Ex. Nursing Home Fruit Delivered.  We know we could do more, but we don’t.

· Jam 4:17 - Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.
· The Christian who produces “bruised fruit” is not putting the kingdom of God first (Mt. 6:33). 

1. Saul not putting to death Agag and all the Amalekites.

2. Man who built his house upon the sand. Mat. 7:24-37
a. Ex. Quality Vegetable produce – Mouse left in the green beans – Roach left in the green Beans.

b. Is it important to you to have good quality produce?

3. As the Israelites were to offer their best in sacrifice unto the Lord (Dt. 15:21)

2. We must give our best unto the Lord. We must give our best in worship, in our financial giving, in our efforts for the cause of Christ, in our Bible study, and in our prayer life. 

a. Jesus warned, “So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple” (Lk. 14:33). 

4. The Christian that produces “bruised fruit” yields bad fruit.

C. FRUIT ROTTEN ON THE INSIDE

1. Fruit that has the “appearance” of good Fruit.

· Ex. Nursing Home.  Take out the Chocolates or Grapes.  Do it so that others will see our actions.
3. This describes one who outwardly appears righteous, but inwardly they are not. 

a. Jesus said, Mt. 7:15 - “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves”. 

b. Our Lord also declared, Mt. 23:25-26 - “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also” 
4. There are far too many of God’s people who are pretending to be faithful when in reality they are not.

a. Those of this mindset might be able to fool man, but they will not be able to fool God. 

· Ananias and Saphira – Held back a portion, but tried to decieve.

· Old Prophet – I Kings 13 – The fruit was rotten.
5. These pretenders will be shown for what they really are in the Day of Judgment – rotten on the inside. 

6. The Christian who grows fruit that is rotten on the inside produces bad and unacceptable fruit.

D. GOOD FRUIT 

a. GOOD FRUIT is mature, with out bruising and sweet through and through.

· Ex. Nursing Home deeds involve bring fruit basket, visiting often, studying, talking, leaving tracts – helping where we can – Carpet.
b. 1Ti 2:1-4 - I exhort therefore, first of all, that supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings, be made for all men; for kings and all that are in high place; that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and gravity.  This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; who would have all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth.
c. Phi 4:8 - Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.
d. Jam 1:27 - Pure religion and undefiled before our God and Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.
2. Three verses show importance of life of Godliness, purity, service.  Delivering the fruits of the Lord.  Must consume us inside and Out.
3. The Good Fruit of God are those who:

a. Put God first in their lives - Mt. 6:33
b. Acts 5:29 – “We must Obey God rather than Men”.
c. Busy about the Father’s business 

· 1Co 15:58  - Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not vain in the Lord.
d. Please God above self 

· 2Ti 2:4  - No soldier on service entangleth himself in the affairs of this life; that he may please him who enrolled him as a soldier.
4. Good fruit is the only kind the Almighty will accept – any other kind will be discarded.
III. Closing 

A. What type of Fruit Do You Bear?

1. Green 

2. Bruised

3. Rotten 

4. Good
B. You Fruit is an Example to Others – Positive and Negative

1. David Killing Goliath – Israel Pursuing

2. 1Co 15:33 - Be not deceived: Evil companionships corrupt good morals.
What Fruit can I bear?

New Year

New Day

New Beginning

New Birth

Bear Fruit

Much Fruit

Close with:
d. 1Pe 4:17  For the time is come for judgment (Fruit Inspection) to begin at the house of God: and if it begin first at us, what shall be the end of them that obey not the gospel of God? And if the righteous is scarcely saved, where shall the ungodly and sinner appear? Wherefore let them also that suffer according to the will of God commit their souls in well-doing unto a faithful Creator.
