First Lieutenant  JOHN J . TOMINAC, U.S. Army
Saulx de Vesoul, France, 12 September 1944. 
Awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at risk of life above and beyond the call of duty.  In an attack on Saulx de Vesoul, France, 1st Lt. Tominac charged alone over 50 yards of exposed terrain onto an enemy roadblock to dispatch a 3-man crew of German machine gunners with a single burst from his Thompson machinegun.  After smashing the enemy outpost, he led 1 of his squads in the annihilation of a second hostile group defended by mortar, machinegun automatic pistol, rifle and grenade fire, killing about 30 of the enemy. Reaching the suburbs of the town, he advanced 50 yards ahead of his men to reconnoiter a third enemy position which commanded the road with a 77-mm. SP gun supported by infantry elements. The SP gun opened fire on his supporting tank, setting it afire with a direct hit. A fragment from the same shell painfully wounded 1st Lt. Tominac in the shoulder, knocking him to the ground. As the crew abandoned the M-4 tank, which was rolling down hill toward the enemy, 1st Lt. Tominac picked himself up and jumped onto the hull of the burning vehicle. Despite withering enemy machinegun, mortar, pistol, and sniper fire, which was ricocheting off the hull and turret of the M-4, 1st Lt. Tominac climbed to the turret and gripped the 50-caliber antiaircraft machinegun. Plainly silhouetted against the sky, painfully wounded, and with the tank burning beneath his feet, he directed bursts of machinegun fire on the roadblock, the SP gun, and the supporting German infantrymen, and forced the enemy to withdraw from his prepared position. Jumping off the tank before it exploded, 1st Lt. Tominac refused evacuation despite his painful wound. Calling upon a sergeant to extract the shell fragments from his shoulder with a pocketknife, he continued to direct the assault, led his squad in a hand grenade attack against a fortified position occupied by 32 of the enemy armed with machineguns, machine pistols, and rifles, and compelled them to surrender. His outstanding heroism and exemplary leadership resulted in the destruction of 4 successive enemy defensive positions, surrender of a vital sector of the city Saulx de Vesoul, and the death or capture of at least 60 of the enemy. 
Eze 22:30 - And I sought for a man among them, that should build up the wall, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it; …
First Lietenant WALTER J WILL,. – U.S. Army
Eisern, Germany, 30 March 1945. 
Awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for his display of conspicuous gallantry during an attack on powerful enemy positions. He courageously exposed himself to withering hostile fire to rescue 2 wounded men and then, although painfully wounded himself, made a third trip to carry another soldier to safety from an open area. Ignoring the profuse bleeding of his wound, he gallantly led men of his platoon forward until they were pinned down by murderous flanking fire from 2 enemy machineguns. He fearlessly crawled alone to within 30 feet of the first enemy position, killed the crew of 4 and silenced the gun with accurate grenade fire. He continued to crawl through intense enemy fire to within 20 feet of the second position where he leaped to his feet, made a lone, ferocious charge and captured the gun and its 9-man crew. Observing another platoon pinned down by 2 more German machineguns, he led a squad on a flanking approach and, rising to his knees in the face of direct fire, coolly and deliberately lobbed 3 grenades at the Germans, silencing 1 gun and killing its crew. With tenacious aggressiveness, he ran toward the other gun and knocked it out with grenade fire. He then returned to his platoon and led it in a fierce, inspired charge, forcing the enemy to fall back in confusion. 1st Lt. Will was mortally wounded in this last action, but his heroic leadership, indomitable courage, and unflinching devotion to duty live on as a perpetual inspiration to all those who witnessed his deeds. 

Rom 5:7 - For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: for peradventure for the good man some one would even dare to die.
Pharmacist's Mate Third Class – Jack Williams - U.S. Naval Reserve
Iwo Jima, March 3,1945
Awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for gallantly going forward on the frontlines under intense enemy small-arms fire to assist a marine wounded in a fierce grenade battle, Williams dragged the man to a shallow depression and was kneeling, using his own body as a screen from the sustained fire as he administered first aid, when struck in the abdomen and groin 3 times by hostile rifle fire. Momentarily stunned, he quickly recovered and completed his ministration before applying battle dressings to his own multiple wounds. Unmindful of his own urgent need for medical attention, he remained in the perilous fire-swept area to care for another marine casualty. Heroically completing his task despite pain and profuse bleeding, he then endeavored to make his way to the rear in search of adequate aid for himself when struck down by a Japanese sniper bullet which caused his collapse. Succumbing later as a result of his self-sacrificing service to others, Williams, by his courageous determination, unwavering fortitude and valiant performance of duty, served as an inspiring example of heroism, in keeping with the highest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country. 
What Price are you willing to Pay for Freedom?

These men understood Freedom is not Free.

They took a stand in the name of Freedom.

These men followed orders in the name of Freedom.

These men suffered at the hand of the enemy in the name of Freedom.

These men rescued others in the name of Freedom.
Freedom

What Price are you willing to pay for it?

I. Introduction
A. Congressional Medal of Honor Recipients

1. John J Tominac

2. Walter J Will

3. Jack Williams
B. 13 Wyoming Soldiers
1. Pfc. James J. Arellano,   Staff Sgt. Brian D. Bland,   Lance Cpl. Kyle W. Burns,   

2. Spc. Jason J. Corbett,   Staff Sgt. David D. Julian,   Staff Sgt. Brian M. Long,   

3. Capt. Robert L. Lucero,   Pfc. Joseph P. Mayek,   Pvt. Scott A. Miller,   1st Lt. Leif E. Nott,   

4. Staff Sgt. Tyler E. Pickett,   Sgt. Brendon C. Reiss,   Staff Sgt. Theodore A. Spatol

In the years 2001-2009:
These men gave their lives in your place.
These men died for your freedom.
C. In America we have Freedoms:

1. Freedom of Speech

2. Freedom of Religion

3. Freedom to Assemble

4. Freedom to Keep and Bear Arms

5. Many other Freedoms

D. For all men upon this earth, we have the freedom of choice.
1. Freedom of Choice began with Adam and Eve and has not gone away.

2. God through Moses offered the Children of Israel Freedom of Choice – Duet. 30:15-20
3. Joshua reemphasized this choice:

a. Jos 24:15 - And if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah.
4. The Apostle Paul pointed out to the Romans they had freedom of choice:
a. Rom. 6:20 - For when ye were servants of sin, ye were free in regard of righteousness.
· Paul Points out mankind is free to sin all they want.
b. Vs. 21 - What fruit then had ye at that time in the things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death. 
· the benefit men receive from the sin (of which they are later ashamed) is death.
· If spiritual death is what a man desires, he has the freedom to chose it.

c. Vs. 23 - For the wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
· Paul points out mankind is also free to choose eternal life from God.
5. Freedom of Choice has existed for all men of all times.

a. To better help us in our decision of what to choose, we shall take a closer look at Freedom.
II. Freedom is not Free

A. Taking a Stand is a cost of Freedom, If You Don’t Take a Stand, You Will Lose Freedom.
1. People today have stood by and watched their freedoms erode in this country.
a. They have eroded because people with loud voice and strong agendas have stood up.

· Benjamin Franklin warned, "They who can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety, deserve neither liberty nor safety."
b. If you don’t act, you won’t be heard.

2. Are you willing to stand for your freedom?

a. Vote out immoral politicians.
b. Do not vote for someone who will not stand for Truth.
c. Tell your elected officials what you want.
3. Are you willing to stand against indoctrination in your schools?
a. Remember: You pay the salaries and Pensions!
b. Stand against the promotion of Evolution, Homosexuality, premarital sex, and unbiblical social agendas.
c. If you fail to stand for what is right, don’t expect the next generation to do so.
4. If you don’t take a stand on truth and protect your freedom, it will be taken away.

5. All Men have moments of where they are afraid to take a stand.
a. Moses – “Please, Lord, now send the message by whomever Thou wilt.”
· But who stated in front of Israel, “Whoever is for the Lord, Come to me.”
b. Jonah – Who attempted to Flee to Tarshish.
· But whose teaching saved the entire city of Nineveh.

c. Peter – Who Denied that he even knew Christ Three Times.
· But who delivered the first sermon invited men into the Church of God

· And who stated, “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.”
6. When we are afraid about taking a stand, we can turn to God.

a. Psalm 23:4 – “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil; for Thou art with me, Thy rod and Thy staff comfort me”
b. John 6:35-40
7. Jesus took a Stand in his lifetime.

a. Christ took a stand on the Temple of God and drove out the moneychangers.
· Mat 21:12 
b. Christ stood against the political parties and told them they were hypocrites and were wrong.
· (Mat. 15:7-9) – Pharisees and scribes - hypocrites
· (Mat. 22:29) – Saducees – Mistaken
· (John 19:11) – Jesus made it clear any authority Pilate had was only by hand of God.
c. Christ Took a stand and chastised his friends when they tried to detour him from his mission.
· Mat. 16:21-23
d. Christ took a stand on a Godly Walk and provided a vision - Mt. 7 – 
· “teaching them as one having authority not as their scribes
B. Being Obedient is a cost of Freedom

1. Though Americans are a free people…
a. We are quick to say there ought to be certain limits upon our freedom.
· Ex. Should anyone be able to walk into your home when they want?

· Ex. Should someone be allowed to drive down the road drunk?

· Ex. Should we be allowed to shoot someone if we disagree with their opinion?

b. We establish laws to protect ourselves and others.

· Ex. We have laws prohibiting illegal search and seizure.

· Ex. We have drunk driving laws.

· Ex. We have laws against murder.

c. The freedoms of those who do not adhere to law are removed.

· Ex. Imprisonment or punishment up to death.

d. In order to maintain our freedoms, we limit our freedoms by:

· Practicing obedience to the laws of the land.
2. Though Christians are a free people
a. We must be obedient to the laws of the land.
· 1 Pe 2:13-17 -  Be subject to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether to the king, as supreme; or unto governors, as sent by him for vengeance on evil-doers and for praise to them that do well. For so is the will of God, that by well-doing ye should put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: as free, and not using your freedom for a cloak of wickedness, but as bondservants of God.  Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.
b. We must enslave ourselves to obedience to the law of God for freedom of ourselves and others

· Gal 5:13 - For ye, brethren, were called for freedom; only use not your freedom for an occasion to the flesh, but through love be servants one to another.
· John 8:31-36
· Sin takes away our freedom of life (vs. 34)
· Obedience to Christ gives freedom.
C. Suffering at the hand of the enemy is a cost of Freedom

1. When American broke free of Britain, there was much heartache and blood shed.

a. Folks lost their lives, for the chance to be free - It was a cost folks were willing to pay.
2. When you have something, there are going to be those that don’t appreciate you having it.
a. Americans possess a lot of freedoms that others domestic and abroad do not appreciate.

· Some do not feel everyone should have a voice.

· Some do not feel you should be able to change your social class.

· Some do not feel you should be able to choose your religion.

b. Thus, there will be others who are going to come up in opposition to you.
· When this occurs, there is going to be suffering.

3. Christians suffer at the hand of the world, because they love a Savior the world hates.
a. John 15:18-20 – In context, this spoken to the disciples.
b. 1Jn 3:13-14 - Marvel not, brethren, if the world hateth you. We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren.  He that loveth not abideth in death.
· Thus, suffering by a world that hates you is a sign of Freedom. 
D. Rescuing others is a Cost of Freedom
1. When the brave men of the armed services attempt to protect us or their fellow soldiers…
a. They risk their lives.
b. They may not know where the danger is at.
· It could be from above, below, behind, or straight ahead.
· Many are wounded.
· Many are killed.
c. It is a price they are willing to pay for freedom.
2. Christians are commanded to save others.

a. Gal 6:1 - Brethren, even if a man be overtaken in any trespass, ye who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; looking to thyself, lest thou also be tempted.
b. 1Co 1:21 -  For seeing that in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom knew not God, it was God's good pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching to save them that believe.
c. 1Ti 4:16  Take heed to thyself, and to thy teaching. Continue in these things; for in doing this thou shalt save both thyself and them that hear thee.
d. Jude 1:20-23
e. James 5:19-20
f. 1Co 9:22 - To the weak I became weak, that I might gain the weak: I am become all things to all men, that I may by all means save some.
g. 1Ti 1:15 - Faithful is the saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief:
II. Jesus Christ, our Savior, our redeemer, Giver of Freedom
A. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; 
1. He was the greatest soldier every to stand upon the earth.

2. He Killed none in Battle, but he triumphed over Mt. Calvary.
3. He was armed only with the Word of God.

4. He neither did not said anything but what was commanded by the Father.
5. He Rescued all men from their sins

6. Suffered verbal abuse, shame, mockery, beatings, scourging, and crucifixion.
a. Was spit upon and rejected by those he came to save.

7. Died so you might have eternal freedom and Eternal Peace
a. I Pet. 3:18 – For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit.

8. Rose again overcoming all, becoming First born of the dead, ruler of the kings of the earth.

a. Giving man hope of overcoming death.

9. Received no medal, but sits at the right hand of the Father in Heaven

10. He is the Alpha and omega, the one who Is, and who Was, who is to come, the first and last, beginning and end, the almighty, the bread of life, Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, the way the truth and the life, Jehovah, Elohim, Yaweh, the offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star, the Rose of Sharon, the Son of Man, the Son of God, Immanuel, God is with us, He is my everything… what about you?
B. Heb 2:3 - how shall we escape, if we neglect so great a salvation?
1. Will You take a stand for Freedom?  Obey the Command of the Father? 
2. Are you willing to pay the price?  Suffer with your brothers and sisters?
3. The Choice is yours.

4. Will You come?
