Expediency
Distinguishing Between Aids And Additions

I. Introduction

A. God, our Father in heaven, loves us (John 3:16) – “God so love the World”
1. Does not want us to perish (2 Pet.3:9) - “come to repentance”
2. Treats us as His children (Heb.12:7-10), “disciplines for good”
3. Commands us for our Good (Deut.10:12,13), 

4. He expects us to understand His Will (Eph.5:17) 

5. We are to abide in the Word of Christ, the New Testament (John 8:31,32)

B. God's Word Is Complete and Meets All of Our Needs

1. 2 Tim. 3:16,17, II Pet. 3:1
2. God does not want us to add to nor to take from His Word. 

a. Deut.4:2 - "Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish from it, that ye may keep the commandments of Jehovah your God which I command you" 
b. God wants man to follow His Word as He gave it.

C. To understand God's Will, He has given us direct statements, examples, and implications.

1. God expects man to draw necessary inferences from His Implications.

2. By His Authority, He expects man to wisely use expedients in accomplishing His Will. 
3. All things we do must be done by the Authority of God!
a. Everything?  But the Bible does not talk about church buildings, pews, white boards, radio programs, and songbooks?  Where do we get authority for that?
b. "How do we know if we’re using an expedient or we’re adding to God’s instructions?”
II. What is Expediency?

A. Greek word: Sumphero 

A. "to help, be profitable," Thayer

a. Thus an expedient is an aid or help.

A. The opposite of expedient is an impediment, a hindrance. 

B. "Sumphero" Is Used In The New Testament many times.  Some Examples:

B. John 11:50 - Caiaphas thought it expedient to kill Jesus.

B. John 16:7 - It was expedient for Christ to go away.
B. Acts 20:20 - Paul's teaching was an expedient.
B. Hebrews 12:10 - God's chastening is an expedient to us.
C. Some Churches believe if they use God’s name with an action, it can be done as expediency. 

C. "The end justifies the means"; 
a. Will it draw crowds and be popular with younger generations?  Great Do it!
b. Anything that will accomplish what seems to be good is permissible.  

· EX. Washing Dishes: Dog Licks them clean?  Throw them away?

· These will not be accepted as Expediencies in your household.

III. Scriptural Guidelines Surrounding Expediencies

D. Expediencies are Limited to what is lawful According to Scripture

D. Abuse of Expedient – disqualifies as Authorized
a. I Cor. 6:12; - All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.
· Ex. Medication / Addiction
· I Cor. 6:9-10 – Establishes that all things are not “According to law of Christ”.
· “All Things are lawful” expresses “within my power or liberty”
D. Unlawful use of Expedient – disqualifies as Authorized
a. 2 Sa 6:1-7 – Ark of Covenant in Cart - 1 Chron. 15:13 – David, Carried Wrongly.

· Ex. Cart is a great expedient for picking up groceries, not an expedient for moving Ark.

D. Sin cannot be an expedient – disqualifies as Authorized

a. Rom. 6:1-2 –What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? -  If it is sinful it cannot be an expedient.

· Ex. Church printing press to print out our own money for doing good works.
D. Expedients against conscience are sinful – disqualified as Authorized
a. Rom. 14:23 -And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.
1. If it is not according to Scripture, it is not an expedient.

E. It Must Be Edifying 

E. Edification - Intellectual, moral, or spiritual improvement (American Heritage Dictionary)

E. Paul wrote, 1 Cor. 10:23 - "All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient; all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not"
E.  1 Cor. 14:26 - "Let all things be done for edification"
a. Our choices must build up the Body of Christ, not destroy it. 

b. If we propose an action as an expedient and it is not be beneficial to the church, then we had better rethink the expedient. 

· Not really an expedient.  Not one with the authority of God.

F. Expedients are in the realm of Freedom/choice, but must not cause others to Stumble.

1. Eating of meat.  Meat is an aid to satisfying our hunger.

a. I Cor. 8:8-13 – Freedom can destroy us and others.

· Expedient as long as it did not cause one to stumble.

2. We must be responsible with our liberty.

a. Consider those weaker than we are.

b. 1 Cor. 10:32 - "Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God" 
3. Freedom is not a license to do what you wish to do and still be pleasing to God.  To Please we must come under His Authority in all Things.

a. I Corinthians 9:19-22 - "For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more; and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under the law; to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law; to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some" 

b. Col. 3:17 – And whatever you do in word or deed do all the name of the Lord Jesus Christ giving thanks through Him to God the Father. 

F. For A Thing To Be Expedient It Logically Cannot Be Specified: 

F. When God specifies there is no choice but to obey or disobey. 

a. John 14:15 - "If you love Me, you will keep my commandments" 

b. Heb. 5:9 – Jesus is "to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation"

F. To go beyond that which is specified or offer a substitute we ADD to what God has said.

a. An Expedient is an Aid not an Addition.

F. There are others aspects that could Scripturally apply to Expedients.

F. Ex. They must glorify God.

F. The Point in all of this is expedients must adhere to Biblical Authority as put forth by Direct Statement, Example, and God’s Implications.

F. Everyday Examples of Expedients (Aids) vs. Additions (Wayne Jackson)
A. Example 1

F. A cane may aid one in taking a walk, but with or without this device, one is just walking. 

a. If one walks for a while, and then rides a bicycle, he is no longer just walking; something has been added to his mode of travel. 

b. Now, he’s both walking and riding. - Addition
F. Example 2

a. A mother sends her son to the market to buy a loaf of bread. He brings the bread home in a bag. 

F. Bag - Expedient 

F. If he purchase a candy bar as well, he has disregarded the instruction of his mother - Addition.
F. Example 3

F. A man takes his automobile to the service center for an oil change. 
a. The attendant may use a wrench and funnel to aid in his replacement of the oil. - Expedient
F. If he changes the spark plugs as well, he has changed the original instructions. - Addition
b. Expediency Vs.  Additions from the Scriptures
Command

Essentials

Expedients


Additions
A. 
Build an Ark

Gopher Wood

Tools



Sails

B. 
Teach all nations Gospel
Church


Class, radio, blackboard, etc.
Missionary Society

C. 
Lord’s Supper

Unleavened bread,
Containers


Peanut Butter

fruit of the vine



D.  
Lay By in Store

As prospered, 

Plate, hat


Bake sale

first day of the week


E. 
Assemble

Place


Rent, Buy, Build


Place for Fun

F. 
Sing


Voices


Song Book


Piano
· These Expedients EDIFY!

IV. Conclusion:
A. Expedient is something useful in carrying out our duties to God.
1. Expedients must not be:

c. A Stumbling Block 

d. Specified as a Command. 

2. Expedients must be:
a. Lawful

b. Edify

B. We could find further clarification by Examining the Scriptures.
C. While some things are expedients, some are simply additions and prohibited by God.
F. Our Question: "How do we know if we’re using an expedient or we’re adding to God’s instructions?”
a. Answer:

b. We understand how to utilize Direct Statements, Examples, and Implication for our Authority in all matters.

c.  We understand the guidelines the Bible puts on Expedients.
d. We utilize a bit of the Common Sense God gave us.
· 2Ti 2:15 - Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth.
· How?
· 1Jo 4:1  Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into the world.
· 1Th 5:21  prove all things; hold fast that which is good;
F. If we do these things, we will understand what God wants us to understand in regard to the scriptures.
