Exodus 5
I. Introduction

A. Review

1. Chapter 1 – 400 years since in Egypt, Israel multiplies, Egypt enslaves, death of male hebrews.
2. Chapter 2 – Moses Born, Pharoahs Sister adopts, Kills Hebrew, Flees to Midian 40 years.
3. Chapter 3 – Burning Bush, I am god of A, I, J, Reiterates land promise, Gives mission, Gives details.
4. Chapter 4 – Signs given to Moses, Aaron given as mouthpiece, Moses leaves midian, Moses brings family into line w/circumcision, Moses tells people the message, People Receive message.
B. Preview:

1. Moses had told the people about delivery from Egypt by the hand of God.  He had shown them miracles so that they would believe.  How soon do you think the people expected to see the delivery?
2. When the apostles and prophets speak of a second coming of Christ, how soon do you think the people expect to see that return?

3. As we shall see, God operates on his own time, for his own reasons.
II. Exodus 5 – Unifying Israel
A. Vs. 1– Moses Approaches Pharoah
1. Vs. 1 - How did he get access? Ex. 4:19 – lineage a possibility, but doubtful based on vs. 4.

2. Vs. 1 - First time “God of Israel used in scripture in regard to a the nation, though it is used when Jacob or Israel establishes an altar in His name in Gen. 33:20
3. Why were the people of Israel being delivered?
a. Certainly because of their suffering.

b. Also, so the people may serve God.  
· This is the same today.  
· Rom. 6:16

· This is not odious service – “my yoke is easy, my burden light”.
4. Why would the people want to go?

a. Consider Num. 11:5 - Experience in Egypt was partly one of comfort
b. What might help them to be motivated as a group to leave?

· To have a common goal.

· To have a common enemy.

5. Vs. 1 – God Commands/Demands

a. There is never a question about whether they can go, rather it is a command from the beginning.

· Not only is it not a request, it is not conditional.
6. Vs. 1 – Request to leave

a. Historically, work logs show that folks were given brief leaves in order to worship their gods.  The request was legitimate, but the refusal establishes Pharoah as one who did not know God and one who was choosing to be an enemy of Him. – Henry
b. Work-journals belonging to overseers of employees in the times of the Pharaoh's listed, among other allowable reasons for absenteeism, "the offering of sacrifices by workmen to their gods." – Coffman
c. Every nation presented sacrifices to its deities, and celebrated festivals in their honour, and that they had all their own modes of worship, which were supposed to be appointed by the gods themselves -  K&D
B. Vs. 2 - Pharoah’s Response
1. He rules the “Israel of God” why should He listen to the demand of the “God of Israel”. 
a.  Israel was enslaved.  
b. They were a nobody, Pharoah was a powerful ruler. 
c. Eph. 5:6
2. Pharoah didn’t know God!

a. Difficulty of having someone we don’t know tell us what to do.

C. Vs. 3 – Aaron and Moses make a request
1.  These are not God’s words.  They were afraid of the wrath of God.
2. Vs. 3-4 - How practical would it have been to worship in Egypt?

a. It would have been impossible for the Hebrews to sacrifice to Jehovah in Egypt, because they sacrificed the very animals that the Egyptians worshipped!  
b. All kinds of riots and commotions would have followed any such action.

· Yet, remember this was not about a place to worship, it was about deliverance.
D. Vs. 4-9 – Pharoah’s 2nd Response
1. No straw makes bricks crumble easier.
2. Vs. 9 – Aaron and Moses called liars.
III. Vs. 10-14 – The taskmasters and foremen share the orders.
A. The Hebrews had three levels of authority over them in regard to their work.  

1. The first two levels, were Egyptian.  
2. The last level, were officers made up from among the Hebrews themselves.  
a. This last group is the group that approached the Pharoah on their own.  
b. It is this group who at one point may have had favor in Pharoah’s eyes.  
· Now, all the Hebrews were established firmly as a singlular problem to Pharoah.
c. Vs. 14 – Hebrew Foreman beaten
IV. Vs. 15-23 – Hebrew Foreman Visit Pharoah
A. Vs. 15-16 - Try to establish “thy Servants” – they are rejected and join the plight of all Israel.
B. Vs. 17-19 - Pharoah’s Response 
C. Vs. 20-21 – Foreman Attack Moses
1. He hates us now!  It’s your fault… what about before when he was killing your children?
2. Standing up for right does not please everyone.

a. Ex. It was that way when this country was founded.

b. Ex. It is that way when folks call for less handouts.
3. Compare this to many folks of the first century and today.  Christ said He would come back and deliver.  Where is He?  Why has he made us to be a people the world Hate?  Why are we called upon to act in such a way that it pits us against the world?
a. In Moses time, in the Jesus time, in the apostles time, in our time, people expect immediate visual results.  Yet, our God is a patient God who does not act upon impulse or without ration.
D. Vs. 22-23 – Moses goes to God with his trouble.  
1. He does not forget about him and run.  However, he is curious about WHY?
2. Prayer in times of stress 2 Thess. 5:17
V. What is established in this chapter?  s
A. Common Goal – Common Enemy - Unity
