Exodus 20
I. Introduction

A. This will be the last Exodus Class of the Year.

B. Questions from Last Class

1. Pharoah’s horses – Where did he get them?

a. Ex. 9:1-4; 17-21 – But then: Ex. 14:9
b. We see importance in the words “in the field”
· Kings kept their horses stabled, thus, they were not affected.
2. Moses – Did he have a second wife?
a. Num. 11

· Context: Children of Israel complaining about what they are eating.

· Moses disheartened to bear load of Children of Israel.

· God has Moses choose 70 men of the elders who will be filled with the Spirit. Vs. 24
· Very likely of the same men from Ex. 18:25 – Jethro’s Idea – Overlooking Miriam.

· Purpose will be to bear the burden with Moses when God Punishes them.

· God barrages them with quail and kills many of them with a plague.

· Moses himself remains with power of the Spirit.

· He is exalted further above all.

· The 70 are recognized – Miriam though a prophetess gets no recognition.

b. Num. 12:1 – Miriam grumbles against Moses and mentions his wife.

· The comment is about power/recognition, not about the wife.

· It is very possible Miriam saw all of these changes coming about because of Zipporah’s relatives and resented that and her.

· Time Frame:  Zipporah Brought to Moses and Sinai.

· As leaving Sinai, Moses requests Zipporah’s brother stay with them Num. 10:29.
. Likelyhood of marrying someone else because of this factor is small.

· The comment of Miriam is shortly after leaving Sinai Num. 33:16-17
· The likelyhood of Moses Marrying another in this short period of time is small.

. Not to mention, he was a pretty busy man at this time.

· Word Definition: She calls the wife Cushite.  
· What is that?  Some interpret it as “Ethiopian” some “black”
· Jewish Rabbi’s interpreted it as meaning pretty.
· It has been translated as “fair in appearance.”

· Thus, Miriam could be complaining about Moses newly arrived “pretty little wife”
3. Ultimately, we cannot be sure.

C. Review

1. Ex. Chp. 1-19
II. Vs. 1-11 – The First 4 Commandments (God Focused) – Theocentric
A. Vs. 1-2 – “I am the Lord your God”
1. This has been repeated in Exodus – Approx. 15 times now.
B. Vs. 3 – First Commandment – God is First
1. Mt. 22:34-40 – nothing is to come before God.
C. Vs. 4-6 – Second Commandment – No Idols
1. Worship and Service noted as two separate things.
2. Are sculptures and pictures of things ok?

a. The context is for the purpose of worship

b. Some religious folks are terrified about pictures or images of any kind.

c. Context says these are for the purpose of religion.

· Not only is it wrong to worship the images as a god.

· It is wrong to worship them as representations of the God. Ex. 32:8
3. Jealous God – Not a sinful jealousy.  A jealousy which says he wants to keep your soul pure.
a. Concerned for our fidelity.

4. Visiting iniquity of fathers on children? (“Generations who hate me”)

a. Consequences of evil spread over generations of evil.
5. Love me and keep my commandments gets what?

D. Vs. 7 – Third Commandment – Do not take Lord’s name in Vain.
1. What is taking the Lord’s name in vain? Using it in a Useless, empty, unworthy, or false manner.

2. Ex. Cursing, non-reverant prayer, oaths, use in false teaching, those that call on Christ but do not repent, using the name lightly or commonly, associating it with falseness.
E. Vs. 8-11 – Fourth Commandment - The sabbath
1. Here a day of rest is commanded.
2. The day is to be kept set apart, clean, undefiled.  Don’t defile your idle time.

3. In similar manner God put aside a day apart from his work.
III. Vs. 12-17 – The Last 6 Commandments (Man Focused) - Anthropocentric
A. Vs. 12 – Fifth Commandment – Honor Parents
B. Vs. 13 – Sixth Commandment – No Murder
1. Killing and Murder – What is difference?
a. Deut. 13:9 - [~harag] - "to slay" or "to put to death."
b.  Ex. 20:13 - [~ratsach], “murder”.
C. Vs. 14 – Seventh Commandment – No Adultery
1. Bible Tells us what Adultery is concerning marriage.

2. Mt. 5:28 – Those looking on another person in lust.
3. Mt. 5:32 – Those marrying one who has been improperly divorced.
4. Mt. 19:9 – One who has improperly divorced and marries.
D. Vs. 15 – Eighth Commandment – No Stealing
E. Vs. 16 – Ninth Commandment – No false witness
1. What is false witness?

2. Who is neighbor?

3. This includes sharing falsehood in any manner with others.

a. Lying, perjury, false advertising, false teaching, etc.

F. Vs. 17 – Tenth Commandment – No Coveting
G. Vs. 18-21 – The Fear of God
H. Vs. 22-26 – Additional Instructions from God
1. No other Gods repeated – “make”
2. Sacrifices and offerings

3. “I cause my name to be remembered”
a. Locations in which God is worshipped.
4. Altars not out of cut stone – Tools ruin it

a. Suggestion often is tools were used to apply pagan images.

b. Instruments in worship - Tools ruin it

· Note:  Tools help, instruments are simply additions, not tools.

5. Exposed nakedness

a. The ridiculousness of stretching toward heaven to meet God.

