Exodus 11-12:1-20
I. Introduction

A. Review
1. Chap. 1-4 – Origins of Israel as a nation and origin and mission of their deliverer Moses.

2. Chap. 5-10 – Plagues delivered by God through the actions of Moses and Aaron.

a. 9 Plagues – Blood/Water, Frogs, gnats, insects, pestilence of cattle, boils, hail, locusts, darkness.
II. Chapter 11 – Request for Possessions and 10th Plague Prophecy to Pharoah.
A. Verses 1-3 –Instruction for the People to Ask for Gold, Silver, Clothing
1. Gen. 15:13-14 – Prophecy - Will come out with many possessions

2. Ex. 3:21-22 – Plan - Women ask - Silver, Gold, Clothing – Children to wear them.

3. Ex. 11:1-3 – Command Men and women to ask for silver and Gold.
a. Critic Discrepancy – Women or men or women and men? – Simply, enlargement of command.

b. Critic Discrepancy – Where is the clothing?  Greek (LXX) and Samaritan versions have this.

· Possibly: The command I mentioned to you previously, give now – general.
4. Ex. 12:35 – Fulfillment
a. Why did this occur according to prophecy?  

b. God put circumstances in front of them which would create that desire:

· Fear

· Guilt

· Prominence of Moses

c. KJV – “ask” vs. borrow
B. Verses 4-10 – Tenth Plague Shared with Pharoah
1. “About Midnight” – as opposed to the full passover observance?
a. What midnight? The midnight is not specified.  It will be in later text.
· However, it was not a midnight for some days yet in the future.
2. What is going to happen at midnight?
a. God is going to be within the midst of Egypt.
b. This is unlike any of the other judgments on Egypt.
c. Who would it affect?  All first born Egyptians and all their first born cattle.
3. No dogs would bark at Israelites or their animals.

a. God has controlled animals many times.

· Lions with Daniel.

· Bears attacking children mocking Elisha.

· The talking of Balaam.

· Ravens feed Elijah

· Fish Swallowing and Puking up Jonah
4. Pharoah not to see Moses Face again – Ex. 10:29
a. Vs. 8 – Servants to deliver message for Israel to leave.

5. What possibilities exist for the common people of Egypt being punished when it was the choices of the Pharoah that was bringing calamity?
a. Men suffer consequences from others choices – Adam.  

b. These people had chosen to worship false Gods.

c. They had chosen to worship Pharaoh.

d. They had chosen not to rise up against injustice.
6. Why the number of Plagues?

a. They demonstrate the justice of God.

b. They demonstrate the patience of God.

c. They demonstrate the power of God.

d. They aid the elimination of criticism against the judgments in regard to their origin.

· By sheer number they speak against random chance.

III. Chapter 12:1-20 – Passover and the feast of unleavened Bread
A. Vs. 1-14 – The Passover Lamb Introduced
1. Vs. 1-2 - Establishment of the spiritual or ecclesiastical months.  These did not correspond to the civil months.

a. There was a difference of 7 months.

b. The month here was called Abib.  Ex. 13:4.
· After the captivity in Babylon it was referred to as Nisan.
2. Vs. 3-6 -  Tenth day of the month lam to be chosen.
a. It was chosen by the people of Israel.

b. Fourteenth day it was to be killed at twilight.  

· Reason?  None to be sure other than it matches that of our Savior.

· He enters Jerusalem on the 10th of the month and is selected “Hosanna”

· Sunday

· 4 Days later he is crucified by the people of Israel.
3. Vs. 5 – “unblemished male” 
a. Without sin.

4. Vs. 5 – “a year old”

a. In the prime of his life.
· Christ at approx. 33 was in the prime of his life.
5. Vs. 6 – “at twilight” – means “between the two evenings”
a. This time frame was between 3pm and dark.

b. This was when Christ was killed – 3pm – Mat. 27:46 – the ninth hour.

6. Vs. 7 – The covenant
a. A covenant is established by passing through or coming into contact with blood.

· In the  middle east, as my brother in law experienced, the threshold is a focus of blood.

· This covering of blood is much like discussed in Heb. 10:22 – the blood is protection.

7. Vs. 8-11 – Commands of eating the passover lamb.
a. Unleavened bread – free of corruption, sin, etc.
b. Bitter herbs – Remembering the sufferings.

c. Eating the entrails – taken in whole – entrails cleaned and replaced.

d. What was left was not subject to corruption, like Christ. Ps. 16:10, Acts 2:27.
e. Eating it prepared to leave – Remembering the deliverance.
f. In this you see the Lord’s supper and the mirror of Christ’s death.
8. Vs. 12-13 – Deliverance by the Blood.
a. In this you see the deliverance through obedience in Baptism, that is contact with the blood.

b. It is by this we are identified as Christ’s. Rom. 6.
B. Vs. 14-20 - Feast of Unleavened Bread
1. The removal of leaven for this feast is a very important item when discussing Passover.
a. As mentioned, leaven is typically considered a figure of sin.

· What do we have then with this feast?

· We have a mode of behavior that is in remembrance of a deliverance by blood.

· Consider Rom. 6:1-13
· Note:  Due to deliverance by blood, we are exhorted to walk in an unleavened manner.

· That is, we are to walk free from sin and exhibit righteousness in our life.

b. Additionally, it is the absence of leavening in houses that bolsters the following:

· Christ did not partake of alcoholic wine during passover.

· We know alcoholic wine is frowned upon throughout scripture

· If for no other reason, Christ would not have partaken by reason of stumbling block.

· However, grape juice called wine in the Bible, only becomes alcoholic by means of a leavening agent and the proper temperatures.

. This is why you don’t find alcoholic grapes in nature.
· The Jews were very aware of how to keep grape juice wine unleavened.

. Dr. S. M. Isaacs, an eminent Jewish rabbi of this city, says: "In the Holy Land they do not commonly use fermented wines. The best wines are preserved sweet and unfermented." In reference to their customs at their religious festivals, he repeatedly and emphatically said: "The Jews do not, in their feasts for sacred purposes, including the marriage feast, ever use any kind of fermented drinks. In their oblations and libations, both private and public, they employ the fruit of the vinethat is, fresh grapes—unfermented grape—juice, and raisins, as the symbol of benediction. Fermentation is to them  always a symbol of corruption, as in nature and science it is itself decay, rottenness." – William Patton – Bible Wines
· They would not have permitted such a leavened corruption in their homes during passover.

· Consequently, Christ would not have partaken of such on many levels.
