Esther

I. Introduction

A. History
1. Three Ahashuerus in the Bible.  
a. One in Daniel, One in Ezra (Xerxes II), and One in Esther.  None are the same.
b. Xerxes I current ruler – Came to power in 486 (assasinated in 465).  
c. Time frame of Chp. 1 is 483 BC.
2. There were four capitals of Medo-Persia; and the king, at times, reigned in each of them.  
a. These were, "Shushan, Babylon, Ecbatana, and Persepolis."
II. Esther Chp. 1

A. Vs. 1 – 9 - Feastings
1. Six-months (180 days) interval of intense preparations by Xerxes for the invasion of Greece.  
a. It ended in a big banquet that lasted a week. 
2. During this period all of mighty princes of dominion were summoned to appear

a. probably in successive assignments,
b. to be entertained and to see the king's exhibition of his power and riches, and 
c. to receive his assignment to them regarding the troops each would supply for that immense army which he gathered together for the invasion.  - Greek Historian Herodotus
3. The War was lost with monumental failures such as the Battle of Salamis and Thermoplaye.  
a. In the battle of Salamis the 1,400 ship fleet of the Persians was defeated.  The Persians tried to block both ends of the Strait of Salamis and because of the large number of ships could no manuever.  The 380 ships of the Greeks captured or destroyed up to 200 of the ships.
b. In Thermoplaye A Persian Army said to number in the millions was held up for 7 days in a pass by a few more than a thousand Spartains, Thespians, Thebans led by King Leonidis.
c. Between Chapter. 1 and 4 there is a 4 year gap while Xerxes is at war.

B. Vs. 10–22; 2:1 - Xerxes commands his queen vashti to show herself to princes and people.  
1. She refuses.  According to the laws of the Persians and Medes he forbids her to be queen.
a. One should not think that Xerxes was a “family man” who regretted not having his queen.

b. Following the failure of Battle against the Greeks, he returned and according to history, engaged in much activity with his Harem to make himself happy.
c. While Xerxes now remembers his queen Vashti, there is nothing he can do to change the edict which has been undertaken.  He is without a queen. The fruit of that marriage though is Artaxerxes I (now3-4 years old) who is the king over Nehemiah.
III. Esther 2
A. Vs. 2-4 - Attendants of Xerxes suggest he more pretty maids to Harem searching for new queen.
1. Of course this makes Xerxes happy.  Listen to Coffman’s description of the circumstance:  This means that they searched throughout the vast domain of the Persian empire, and brought "all the fair young virgins to Shushan" (Est. 2:3).  "What unspeakable horror this must have caused among all the beautiful young women of Persia!  They were forcibly taken from their homes, turned over to a eunuch in the house of the women, and secluded for life among the wretched company of the king's concubines."<4>  The king would gratify his lust upon these girls, one each night, as they came to his bed.  And then what happened?  They were returned to the harem, henceforth and forever mere chattels, his property, having no more rights than one of the king's dogs.
B. Vs. 5-11 – Introduction of Mordecai and Esther
1. Esther orphaned
2. Esther Taken
3. Esther cared about by Mordecai

a. Day by day
4. Esther did not share that she was a Jewess.
C. Vs. 12-15 – Preparation of a harem.
1. Vs. 14 - Second harem – house of concubines – Mistresses.
D. Vs. 16-23 – Esther becomes queen in 478 B.C.


1. Introduction of Haman

2. Second Gathering of virgins – during Esther’s banquet.
3. The bright spot of this chapter is that Esther warns the king of a plot on his life and it is foiled.  She warned him of this danger via information given her by Mordecai her relative.

IV. Esther 3 

A. Summarizing this chapter, King Xerxes promotes a man named Haman over all his princes.  
1. Haman was descendant of the King Agag who Saul had spared and consequently reaps the wrath of God. (I Sam. 15)

2. All the servants bowed in Haman’s presence.  However, Mordecai, relative of Esther, did not bow. 

3. When Haman was informed that Mordecai would not bow, he became extremely angry.

a. Rather than take his anger out on Mordecai, he decided to take it out on all Jews.  
4. He approached Xerxes and told him there were a people who refused to honor the laws of the king.  
a. He presented the situation as if the Jews were a rebellious people who would not serve. 

b. Haman requested that they all be destroyed.  He also offered up 10 thousand talents of silver ($10,000,000) likely to note what would be lost in taxes.  
· Xerxes granted the request and an edict was sent out over the land.  
· He did not take the money.
5. Haman, prior to approaching the king, had already determined a day in which to destroy the Jews. 

a. The date would be approximately a year from that time based on his casting of the Pur. 
6. King’s seal made it irrevocable.
V. Esther 4 – The Big Bad Plan
A. Vs. 1–8 - Mordecai and Jews learn of their fate and great sadness and distress is expressed.
1. Esther hears of Mordecai’s distress she sends the chief eunuch out to determine what the issue was.  
a. Mordecai pled for her to approach the king over the issue.  
B. Vs. 9-17 – Go Risk
1. However, the king only saw folks whom he summoned and if one approached him and he was not pleased, they would lose their life.  
a. Esther explained this to Mordecai.
b. Est. 4:11 – Great Risk!
2. Vs. 13-16 Here lies one of many great verses in the Lord’s Book, the Bible. – Go Risk
a. In all of our life’s in’s and out’s, in all of our joys and distress, who knows whether or not we were indeed born for that specific time.  That time when we make the difference to one or many souls.  God knows our days.  He uses men/women in many ways.  Esther’s moment appears to have come.  
b. Now, neither Mordecai nor she knew this, but she was not going to shirk from the moment.  Her plan was to deliver her brothers and sisters.  She was willing to lay down her life in the manner of Christ so that others would know life.
VI. Esther 5
A. Vs. 1-8 - Esther goes to the king’s court and indeed, the king invites her in.  
1. Her request, however, is not for the Jews at this point.  
a. Xerxes even offers her up to half his kingdom if she requests.  
· However, she simply requests the king and Haman, to come to a banquet in the kings honor.  
· The king accepts.
2. Why did Esther wait?  Was it fear?  Was it cunning?  The king clearly knew she wanted something.

a. Mat 10:16 - Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.
3. At the banquet, the king again asks Esther’s request and she pleads with him to return the following evening again with Haman to a banquet and she would present him with her request.  
a. The king agrees.
B. Vs. 9-14 - Haman upon leaving views Mordecai at the king’s gate.  
1. Mordecai does not bow, of course.  Haman inside is just seething!  
2. Yet, he goes home and to his friends and wife recalls the importance of himself in the kings and Esther’s eyes (so he believes).  
3. With his companions, he determines that he is powerful enough to request Mordecai to be hung. 

a. Thus, he orders gallows to be made.
b. Pro 16:18 Pride goeth before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.
c. Oh Haman is in for a fall.
VII. Esther 6
A. Vs. 1–9 - The hand of God is really seen in this chapter.  
1. Haman has his plans to hang Mordecai all ready, but that plan is not going to see the light of day.
2. Vs. 1 - King Xerxes has trouble sleeping (Wonder Why?  Could it be divine intervention?).  
3. He gets up and has his court recordings read.  
4. The name of Mordecai comes up in regard to him foiling the plot on the king’s life.  
5. The king puts it in his mind to do something to honor Mordecai.
B. Vs. 10-14 - Honoring Mordecai

1. Haman, comes in that morning and the King asks him how he should honor someone.  
a. Haman, thinking the king is referring to him suggests something quite grande.  
2. The recognition turns out to be Haman leading Mordecai around the city with Mordecai wearing the king’s robe and riding upon the King’s horse.  
a. Haman is most definitely frustrated at this turn of events.  
VIII. Esther 7
A. Vs. 1–6 - The other hand drops
1. Esther lays out request for her life and of her people noting they had been targeted to be destroyed. 

a. The king asks her who would dare to do such a thing.  
b. Now can you imagine the look upon Haman’s face at that moment? 
· Oh I am sure it had to be quite priceless.  
· Haman is named as the one who had deemed the executions to take place.
B. Vs. 7-10 - King leaves in anger, comes back to see what appears to be Haman coming on to his queen. 

1. Not one of Haman’s best days to be sure.  
2. Haman is executed upon the gallows which he prepared for Mordecai.
3. While usually, not so direct and obvious, how often do our wicked deeds return upon us? 

a. Gal. 6:8 - For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption…
IX. Esther 8 – Promotion of Mordecai and New Edict
A. Vs. 1-7 - Mordecai took the royal place of Haman.  
B. Vs. 8-17 - King signed an edict granting a day for the jews to annihilate any who would attack them.
C. The most interesting verse to me is the final verse of the chapter.  “And many among the peoples of the land became Jews.”  Proselyte Jews are not something new.  To become a Jew, all one needed to do was become circumcized.  There are many instances of this in the old testament.  
1. All these people becoming Jews is very much like the many becoming Christians during a revival meeting, VBS, or Church Camp.  
2. Do they really believe in their heart or are they following the influence and persuasion of men? 
a. Mark 12:30 - Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’
X. Esther 9
A. The Jews take advantage of the day granted by Xerxes to rid themselves of their enemies.  
1. Indeed, they are granted a second day in the capital of Susa.  
2. Throughout these days those who sought to do harm to the Jews were excuted far and wide.  
3. The phrase, “They did not lay their hands on the plunder” is repeated 3 different times.  Why? 
a. Because this was a matter of defending themselves, maintaining a nation.  
b. It was not about them improving themselves financially.
4. This reminds me of Paul’s discussion with the Corinthians (I Cor. 9) over his right to obtain funding from them for his preaching duties.  He had the right, but he did not exercise it.  Herein lies a similar circumstance.  
a. The Jews had the right to take the spoils of their victory, but they declined.  
b. Something greater was at hand.
5. The celebration of these events, Purim, is still being observed today by Jews.  25+ centuries later.  Purim is plural for Pur – the casting of a lot – that Haman did.
XI. Esther 10
A. In reviewing Coffman’s notes on this very small chapter, I feel a very good point was made:
1. “Incidentally, we have here the most conspicuous evidence that the Medo-Persian Empire was never two empires, but only one; the record of all their kings was in the same book!”
2. This is of great importance in Daniel and Revelation.
