Ephesians

I. Introduction (Thanks in large part to Wickipedia)
A. Geography

1. Located in Asia Minor

a. Modern day Turkey (Iona)
b. Miletus - 30 Miles South of Ephesus
c. 3 miles from the western coast of Asia Minor, and opposite the island of Samos
· Near the mouth of the Cayster river
· The port was called Panormus.
· Miletus and Ephesus Ports facilitated the biggest of ships.
d. At the base of two hills Prion and Coressus and a  valley stretching far into Asia Minor.

· Ephesus was the most accessible city in all of Asia Minor.

· Ground was very lush and fertile.
B. History
1. The Amazons founded the city perhaps 1400-1500 BC.
2. They build a temple in which they might worship – The temple of Artemis (Diana). 
a. Artemis twin sister of Apollo; daughter of Zeus.

· She was the Hellenic goddess of forests and hills, child birth, virginity, fertility, the hunt, and often was depicted as a huntress carrying a bow and arrows.
· Worshipped throughout Greece.
· In Ephesus, Worshipped as Mother Godess “Mother of All”
· Identified later with Roman Goddess Diana and a host of others.
· Hence, Artemis-Diana became known as one entity.
· The temple was burned down at least 7 times and built bigger everytime.
· The temple of Diana was a place of worship, a treasure-house, and a museum in which the best statuary and most beautiful paintings were preserved.
3. Androculus Prince of Athens eventually conquered (originally he was said to be founder). (1000 BC)
a. Father Codrus, Last King of Athens.

b. His people were the Atticans (Region of Greece containing Athens).
c. The city became part of the Ionian League – Alliance of Grecian Cities (12).
4. Lydians (560) and Persians (557) Next Controlled.
5. Alexander the Great Controlled. (334 BC)
a. In 356 The Temple had been burned, this was the day Alexander had been born.

b. Offered to rebuilt Temple of Artemis – One God cannot build another’s Temple.

· Took 220+ years to build.

6. Finally Romans in 129 BC.

a. However, Culture remained primarily Greek and Asian.
7. When Augustus became emperor in 27 BC, he made Ephesus instead of Pergamum the capital of the western part of Asia Minor. Ephesus entered an era of prosperity. 
a. In the time of the Romans it bore the title of "the first and greatest metropolis of Asia."
b. It was second in importance and size only to Rome.
· Ephesus, at its peak, has been estimated to be in the range of 400,000 to 500,000 inhabitants in the year 100, making it the largest city in Roman Asia and of the day.
8. Following the time of Pentacost, there were likely many Jews in the area.  Acts 2:9, 6:9
9. In 262 A.D., the temple of Diana was again burned, its influence had so far departed that it was never again rebuilt. Diana was dead. 
a. Ephesus became a Christian city.
b.  The city itself soon lost its importance and decreased in population. 
c. The sculptured stones of its great buildings were carried away to Italy, and especially to Constantinople for the great church of Saint Sophia. 
d. In 1308 the Turks took possession of the little that remained of the city, and deported or murdered its inhabitants. 
e. The Cayster river, overflowing its banks, gradually covered with its muddy deposit the spot where the temple of Diana had once stood, and at last its very site was forgotten.
II. Author/ History of Writings Surrounding Ephesus: 
A. Author: Paul
B. Writings
1.  57 AD - Paul Writes Corinthian Letter from Ephesus – I Cor. 16:8
2. One of four Prison Epistles
a. Ephesians 60-62 AD
b. Philippians 61-62 AD
c. Colossians 62-64 AD
d. Philemon 62-64 AD
3. Paul released from prison.
4. Pastoral Epistles  (Timothy and Titus were not Pastors)
a. I Timothy written likely when Paul was in Macedonia (I Tim. 1:3) and contains exhortation regarding Ephesus. 62-66
b. Titus written. 63-66 – Between I and II Timothy while in Macedonia.
c. II Timothy written likely when Paul was in Prison the second time in Rome. 64-68. 
· Timothy possibly in Ephesus.
C. Paul in Ephesus
1. Paul in Acts18:19-20:1 – End of Second, Then Third Journey
2. Paul in Acts 20:17-38
