Ephesians 5:22-33

I. Introduction
A. Review
1. Chap. 1
a. Paul was thankful for the Blessings in Christ which the Ephesians Received; 
b. Through their redemption and adoption, in the acceptance and obedience to the Word, Paul prayed that they would further grow by the Spirit which they had received. 

2. Chap. 2 – Expands on fact they were revived from Death by Christ and Made Heirs.

3. Chap. 3 –  Reiterates sharing of Gospel and Again prays for their growth in the power of the Spirit.

4. Chap 4 – Because of the the miraculous gifts and inspired Word given by the Spirit they were to not grieve the Holy Spirit by acting as the world, but instead Glorify God by walking in Unity.

5. Chapter 5 – Has thus far examined walking in Love as Christ, walking as children of light, and walking in Wisdom.  This involves uplifting your brothers and sisters and being servants to one another.

B. Review from Colossians 3:18-4:6
1. Vs. 18-19 – Husbands and Wives 
a. hupotassō
· to arrange under, to subordinate, to subject, put in subjection, to subject one’s self, obey, to submit to one’s control, to yield to one’s admonition or advice, to obey, be subject

b. Verses Using this Word
· Luke 2:51 – Christ subject to parents
· I Pet. 5:5 – Younger to older
· Luke 10:17 – Spirits/Demons were subject to disciples by Christ’s Authority
· Rom. 13:1, I Pet. 2:13 – Subject to Governmen
· I Cor. 14:32 – Spirit of tongues/prophecy, subject to the prophets.
· I Cor. 15:27 – All Things subject to Christ.
· I Cor. 16:16 – Submission to those established in Christ.
· Eph. 5:21 - Submission to fellow Christians.
· I Cor. 14:34, Eph. 5:22, I Pet. 3:1,5 – Wives to Husbands.
· Eph. 5:24 – Wives to Husbands as Church to Christ.
· Titus 2:9, I Pet. 2:18 – Servants to Masters
· Heb. 12:9/James 4:7 – Christians Subject to God

c. I Cor. 7:15 – The Word Bondage is only used in regard to a slave/master relationship.  A wife is not a slave.  She is not bound to things which would cause her to sin.

2. Eph. 5:22-6:9 - Further establishes this relationship’s similarity between Christ and Church To be a relationship of love and service.






II. Eph. 5:22-6:9 - Christ and the Church
A. Vs. 22-27 – Wives are to be led by authority of their husbands (I Cor. 11:3)
1. The Church is led by the authority of Christ.
a. Men that is a colossal role for you to live up to in your life.
· Leadership is not concerned with selfish demands.
· Leadership is not slavery.
· Leadership is not controlling.
· Leadership is freedom centered.
· Leadership is driven by Love.

2. How Did Christ Demonstrate What He Wanted the Church to Be Subject In?
a. Mat. 4:1-11 - Christ has given the Church an example of how to behave by his own actions.
· He walked according to the scriptures we have today.
· So should a husband give an example to his wife of a Godly walk.
. And a Wife Should Follow him.

b. Phil. 4:8 - Christ has given the Church a way to present herself as pure, holy and modest.
· His leading puts her in a situation to be honorable, influential, and a light to others.
· So should a husband guide his wife in this world of immorality.
. And a wife should strive to be chaste for him.

c. Mt. 25:14-30 - Christ trusted the Church enough to leave her in a world of sin and expect faithfulness.
· His faithfulness to God never wavered, though not in his presence.
· So should a husband trust his wife to be faithful out in the world.
. And a wife should honor that trust.

d. John 4 - Christ has shown the Church how to bring others to come and know the Father.
· His devotion to teaching, admonishment, and exhortation displayed the truth.
· So should a husband display discipleship for his wife.
. And a wife should share the gospel with all those she meets.

e. Luke 10:30-37- Christ has shown the Church his compassion and service to all mankind.
· His good works encourage her to never be idle or ignore those she comes in contact with.
· So should a husband loving kindness toward others for his wife.
. And a wife should open her hands and heart to those in need.

f. Gal. 1:3-5 - Christ protected the Church from Destruction.
· His life was placed in the stead of the Church.
· So should a husband always consider her needs first.
. And a wife should always consider his needs first.

B. Vs. 28–32 – Loving Your Body
1. Christ Saw the Church as His Body, that they were one.
2. He Encourages a man and wife to see that they are one body.
3. I Cor. 12:12-27 -  Encourages us to see we are one body.
a. This means caring for one another.
b. Suffering with one another.
c. Honoring one another.
d. There should be no division among us.
4. Remember, while he is utilizing marriage as an example, he is really discussing Church and Christ.
a. The Context being uplifting brothers and sisters and serving one another.

C. Vs. 32-33 – Summing up of a Marital Union
1. Love and respect.
2. Love needs to be in the like manner of Christ.
3. Respect needs to be observed as if we were honoring the Authority of Christ…
a. And we are.
