Ephesians 4
I. Introduction

A. Review

1. History

2. Chap. 1

3. Chap. 2

4. Chap. 3
B. Introduction Chap. 4
1. Transition from Doctrine to Morality as in other letters

II. Chap. 4
A. Vs. 1-3 - Walk in Unity.
1. Unity of the Spirit - Coming off Chapter 3, Paul Praying for the Church to be strengthened by the power of the Holy spirit.  The Actions/inspirations/gifts by the Spirit were always in Unity with the Will of God.  We will examine their purpose later in our text today (vs. 13).
2. Vs. 1 – “therefore”
a. “Walk” – How is defined in Vs. 2-3.
· Gal 5:25 – If we live by the Spirit, by the Spirit let us also walk.
b. Calling is synonymous with Walk, Unity of the Spirit, and peace.
3. Vs. 3 - The church was to preserve this unity, that is what they had been shown and taught by the spirit they were to perpetuate.  Much like Timothy Says in 2 Tim. 2:2.

a. Act 5:32  - And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God hath given to them that obey him. – Spirit only demonstrated by those obeying Him.  This signified Unity with God.
b. Mar 3:25  - And if a house be divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. – Again, gifts not possible if not obedience in individual.
4. The unity spoken of here has the context of Kononia.  That is partnership, fellowship, communion with one another, with God.  We touched on this fellowship in Eph. 3.  The feeling of it was there in vs. 6.  The actual term was used in vs. 9 as the fellowship of the gospel was discussed.  It is now being used to introduce this chapter in conjunction with “peace” which is the absence of disharmony.
B. Vs. 4-7 – Everything surrounding Godliness is Unity - Eight Unities?
1. One body, one spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father, One Salvation
a. One body – Eph. 2:14, Col. 3:15, I Cor. 12:18-20, Rom. 12:5
2. One Spirit – Without the Spirit, we have no Bible – Eph. 3:4-5
a. 2Pe 1:21  - For no prophecy ever came by the will of man: but men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit.
b. Observation 1:  The Church cannot survive without the Spirit.
· Jas 2:26 - … the body apart from the spirit is dead…
c. Observation 2: I believe verse should read: “One spirit just as you are called by” 
· The commas have been misplaced.
· “Even as” is predominantly used as only “as”
· “in” is often the word “by”; Though we are called in the Spirit

· Justification of this understanding:  It is by the Spirit we received the message.

· Mt. 10:20, Jn. 16:13, Acts 2:4,17,18
· Regardless - 1Co 6:17 - But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. (attitude)
· This leaves one thinking about this in a unique way as well.  Miraculous vs. attitude.
3. One Hope of our Calling (Peace, walk, unity of the Spirit)
a. 1Ti 1:1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the commandment of God our Saviour, and Christ Jesus our hope;
4. One Lord – 

a. 1Co 8:6 - yet to us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we unto him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and we through him.
5. One Faith
a. Jude 3 – “faith which was once for all delivered”
b. Rev. 22 – Do not add to it or take away from it.
c. Acts 20:27 – “I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God”
d. Gal. 1:6-8
6. One baptism
a. Immersion by Definition
b. Water by Example 
· Acts 8:36, Acts 10:47, Acts 22:16, 1 Pet. 3:21
7. One God and Father of All 

a. Jas 2:19 - Thou believest that God is one; thou doest well: the demons also believe, and shudder.
8. Vs. 7 – “But” what?  “and” - one salvation!
a. KJV – “of the gift of Christ” – “measure” – Immeasurable – Eph. 2:7-8 - This is one salvation.
9. The Bible Teaches these Truths and within them there is only Unity.

C. Summary 

1. Last part of Chap. 3 – I am praying for the Power of the Holy Spirit for your strength and understanding.
2. Vs. 1-3 – Walk according to what you are being taught.
3. Vs. 4-7 – Everything surrounding Godliness is Unity….
D. Vs. 8-13 – God wants you to be united….
1. Vs. 8 - “therefore”… He ascended 
a. [Leading]“Captive a host of captives”
· Christ the conqueror brought those captive to sin into his kingdom.

b. “He gave gifts to men”
· This is the miraculous prophecied in Joel 2.
2. Vs. 9-10 - ****Sidebar *** Christ’s Diety

a. The argument is not that ascent proves descent

· Rather, it is saying since this was God, He originally came from Heaven.
b. Why did this happen?

· Joh 16:7 - Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I go, I will send him unto you.
· Word would not be spread, Christ would not fill, if the comforter was not sent.
· Col. 2:8-2:12 – By having the Word and not the World, we can be full of Christ.
· This was only possible by the Spirit.
· Paul Prayed – Eph. 3:19-21 – Full reception of the Word.
3. Christ gave Gifts… What Gifts? Miraculous Gifts
a. Vs. 11 - Types

· Apostles

· Prophets

· Evangelists – Proclaimers

· Pastors – Elders - Shepherd
· Teachers - Instructor
b. Vs. 12 – Why? - This is the Purpose!
· To Equip the saints
· Build up the Church
4. Vs. 13 – Until When?  Is there a time limit? - “All attain”
a. Unity of spirit / Unity of Faith – Vs. 3, 13, 15 grow up in all into Him
· This has been the topic.  Paul prayed that we have the full reception of the Word.

· Gal. 3:1-3 – The inspired Word of God makes perfect.
· Col. 1:28 – Necessary to teach to make perfect.

· 2 Tim. 3:16-17 – Scripture can make perfect.

· Jude 3 – It was once for all delivered.

· The Complete gospel was being preached.  It simply needed to be put in print.

b. What is complete perfect man?  When we are the fulness of Christ.

· 2 Cor. 3:18
III. Vs. 14-16
A. Vs. 14 - Result of what? 
1. Receiving the Gospel in Complete.
2. The Result is:
a. We should not be taken in. I Pet. 3:14-16
b. We should grow into the figure of Christ.
3. Christ the head causes growth hypothalamus & pituitary

a. We too should cause growth!  Spiritually/physically.

b. To what extent?

· “fitted” / “fitly joined” – organized together

· “Joint” – connection or bond

· “compacted” – united or driven together.

c. Thus, The body is being organized and connected by the unity of Christians and Christ causes it to Grow.
IV. Summary
A. Vs. 1-3 - Walk in Unity.

B. Vs. 4-7 - Everything surrounding Godliness is Unity.

C. Vs. 8-13 - Because of this, Christ Gave you Gifts of the Spirit so you would be united.  
D. Vs. 14-16 - Knowing these things, we should strive toward unity by the Word and grow in Christ.
