Ephesians 3
I. Introduction

A. Review History

B. Review Chap 1 – Blessings of being in Christ

C. Review Chap 2 – We have been revived from death by Christ and are heirs through Christ
II. Chapter 3 – In the middle of expressing how he prays for Ephesian’ power, growth, and understanding, Paul elaborates on the purpose of his stewardship
A. The Apostleship of Paul

1. Vs. 1 – “For this reason…”
a. The reason being that the Ephesians were heirs in Christ Paul tells of his Prayers.
b. But first… he interjects for 13 verses.

2. Vs. 2 - Many translations have the word “If” here, however, Paul certainly knew the Ephesians had knowledge of His Apostleship.

a. The word translated “If” here “eige” also means “since” , “inasmuch”, and “seeing that”.

· Paul is saying, “Since you know… all the things I am about to share”… Therefore, vs. 13.

3. Vs. 2 – “Stewarship of God’s Grace”
a. A Stewardship is entrusting the overseeing of one’s valuables to another.

· Joseph was a steward over Potipher’s house and later over Egypt as well.

· Paul was entrusted with the Gospel of salvation, God’s grace.

· Grace, because it was not earned.

b. “For you” – that is the gentiles, once far off and unaware of the promise to them.
4. Vs. 3 – “By Revelation” – Vision on the Road to Damascus – Acts 9 
a. “Made known to me the mystery” – the salvation of Jew and Gentile alike in one body. (6-7)
· “I wrote before in brief” – Paul shared this information in writing previously.

5. Vs. 4 – By referring to what Paul had written, when they read the old Testament Scriptures they can see the insight He had which was given by Christ.
6. Vs. 5 – The insight Paul had shared with them, was not made known, to the prophets of Old.

a. I Pet. 1:12 – Things which “Angels long to look”
7. Vs. 6 - Paul details the former mystery which he shares:
a. The words are very important – Fellow, heirs, members, the body, partakers of the promise, in Christ – How?  Through the Gospel.
· In no manner was there a different gospel to be shared.

· In no manner were they seen as second class.

· As Eph. 2:15 tells us the two became one new man.

8. Vs. 7 – How was Paul made a minister?
a. Only by the grace of God, which is the Word, including all men that would accept it.

b. How was that Word given?  By the power of God, not by teaching.  Gal. 1:11-12
· To clarify, power, is miraculous power.
9. Vs. 8 – We see the humility of Paul in this circumstance.
a. Gospel never fails in demonstrating the human side of the inspired.

· We have the truth for you, but here for the world to see is our imperfection.

· This just reinforces the fact that God is a forgiving/loving God.

b. “Unfathomable riches” – Mat. 13:44 – Ps. 63:1-3
10. Vs. 9 – “administration” – koinonia – Partneship/fellowship 

a. Paul was blessed to share the fellowship of the gospel with all.

b. This from the same God of the Old testament who created all things

c. This being the same Christ from whom all things came into being. I Jn. 1:1-3
11. Vs.10 - Why did God give Paul the Gospel to Share?
a. So the wisdom of God could be made known

b. To Whom?  

· The Church, Rulers and Authorities, in the heavenly places.

· We have established the heavenly places as including all things from the Church to the Throne and in between as being the Kingdom of God.
· This draws a curtain over all things which might be principalities or powers.
· By simple definition, principalities means the first series or beginnings

· Powers means the privileges or ones with freedom

· Knowing this I am inclined to say the mystery of salvation those gone ahead.

12. Vs. 11-12 – For what reason did this all occur?
a. It was God’s plan that by the faith of Christ we should have access.

b. It was what God wanted to do.  It had nothing to do with anything we have done.

c. It provides us with hope of Salvation.

d. Heb. 4:16
13. Therefore, (from vs. 2), since you have heard of salvation of God with which Paul was entrusted, don’t worry about any of his troubles, because it is all for good.

B. Summary of Vs. 1-13
1. Paul was miraculously entrusted with the Gospel to the Gentiles so they would be fellows in salvation with all mankind demonstrating God’s wisdom and Love and giving them hope and comfort.

C. Vs. 14-21 – Paul Continues His thought from Verse 1.
1. Vs. 14 - Paul bows to his knees in prayer because the Gentiles have been made heirs in Christ.
a. Expanded on in the next verses.

2. Vs. 15 – KJV renders this verse “The whole family in heaven and on earth”
a. This assessment brings us understanding the whole of the Church here and in Heaven.

b. The name derived, “Christian”, “sons of God”

3. Vs. 16-19 – Paul prays they would be granted strength, knowledge, and understanding.
a. How?  The Power of the Spirit.  The Power being the miraculous which as we shall see in the next chapter was specifically given “until we all attain to the unity of the Faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a Mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.

b. What is the result of that?  The knowledge of the word will develop faith and a strong foundation.

4. Vs. 20 – 21 – Paul prays that according to the Power which is obvious among them, to God be the Glory.
