Being an Elder is a Choice

I. Introduction – My life around Elders

A. Elder: Pastor: Presbyter: Bishop: Episcopate: Shepherd (A Comparison I will use Today)

B. Being an Elder is a Choice
1. 1Ti 3:1 - Faithful is the saying, If a man desires the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.

2. 1Pe 5:2 - Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly;
C. Being an Elder is a Tremendous Responsibility
1. Act 20:28  Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord which he purchased with his own blood.

a. Take Heed: “Be attentive or devoted toward; Have Regard For”

b. Focus is attention to the feeding or spiritual growth of the body of Christ.

2. Heb 13:17 – They watch as though they will be held accountable.
3. Ez. 33:1-6 – He is chosen – He approaches as if life were on the line.
4. Joh 10:11 - I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd layeth down his life for the sheep.
D. Objective: What is it that draws men to be Elders?
II. Why Have Elders?  “Our Church has done fine without them”
A. Importance of Having Elders and Sound Ones

1. Eze 34:5-6 – Elders are Important Because
a. Elders Keep the flock from being scattered

· Men following their own objectives/efforts results in Lack of Unity
· Ex. Soldiers doing their own thing in battle.  They need Leadership.

· Rather have a General than a private.

· Pro 14:12 - There is a way which seemeth right unto a man; But the end thereof are the ways of death.
· No one to gather them, because there is no Authorized Leader
· The Flock will respond to the voice of an Authorized Leader
· Joh 10:27 - My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:
· A Eldership does this.
b. Elders Keep the flock from being eaten 

· Satan wants to see the Church fail.
· Sin is what eats the church alive.
· Elders strive to keep sin away.
2. Mat 9:36 – Elders are Important Because
a. Elders Keep the flock from distress 

· Distress: ekluō - Weary. exhausted, weak, faint.
· The less a congregation is trying to battle sin as individuals…
· The less a congregation is battling to keep sin out of the church…
· The more they can focus on saving souls and encouraging one another.
· Still tired?  Exhaustion  is much greater without elders!
3. Mat 25:32 – Elders are Important Because
a. Elders Keep the flock separate from the Goats

b. 2Th 3:6 - Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which they received of us.
· Elders more than anyone have the pulse of the congregation.
· The see and hear of those that walk disorderly.
· They engage in the separation of the goats when necessary.
4. Psalm 23 – Elders are Important Because
a. From Ps. 23, Elders provide environments of growth
· Scheduled Class Times/Studies – Heb. 10:25
· Sound Teachers/Preachers – 2 Tim. 2:2
· Proper examples and knowledge based on experience in the Word
· Important for personal growth
· Important in guidance in developing sound curriculum
· Important in developing sound teaching programs
b. From Ps. 23, Elders work to Restore Lost Christians

· Restore: shoob – Turn Back – Restore Soul
· When a brother or sister strays, the shepherd seeks to bring them back.

· Mat 18:12 - How think ye? if any man have a hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and go unto the mountains, and seek that which goeth astray?
· Elders are lifeguards of those who go under.
· They counsel, they listen, they desire none be lost.
c. From Ps. 23, Elders Keep the Flock on Righteous Paths.

· They rebuke, admonish, and exhort.

· They remind us with their lives, there is an eternal hope.

· They keep us on the righteous path, by showing us the righteous path.

· Psa 119:105 - Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, And light unto my path.
· They know the path, because they have followed the light.
d. From Ps. 23, Elders Keep evil from the flock

· False Teachers / Denominations

· False Teachers / Churches of Christ

· Trends / Fads / Improvements

· They make certain we get teaching to defend ourselves!
e. From Ps. 23, Elders Keep the flock comforted

· “Thy Rod”/ “Thy Staff”

· used to guide the flock or save them.

· Used as a support or as a weapon.

· In these we see the Word of God.

· Knowing the elders are armed for battle should comfort us.

f. From Ps. 23, Elders Keep the flock in the blessings of the Lord.

· When we walk according to God’s will we will be blessed.

· John 8:31-32; James 1:25 

B. A Sound Elder has the desire to perform all these functions for a congregation.

1. All of the mentioned points are important for the health of the Church.

C. Well Our Elders Don’t Do All that!

III. What Elders wish the Church Knew about them.
A. Elders Wish The Church Would Give Them The Benefit Of The Doubt

1. 1 Tim. 3:1-7

a. The church once saw them as wise men of good judgment
b. If unworthy of trust, when we don’t understand their decisions, then we should not have made them elders in the first place.
2. Ex. The President of the United States was called a liar regarding his War decisions.

a. The Previous President believed the information he was given.

b. The congress / Pentagon/ and Security officials believed the information.

c. Our Spy network and foreign country spy networks came to the same conclusion.

· Is it possible they had information we did not have?

3. Elders are often privy to facts we will never know.  

a. Give these Godly men the benefit of the doubt.
b. Be slow to jump to conclusions about elders and protect them.
· 1 Tim. 5:19 - Against an elder receive not an accusation, except by two or three witnesses.
B. Elders Wish The Church Would Recognize They Are Not The Opposition

1. Too often, churches develop an “us” -vs- “them” mentality.

a. Working to save your soul.

b. Like Paul with the Corinthians, there is typically no financial reward.

2. As Christians they take abuse of the world.

a. As Elders they are attacked from within.

· Christians Complain about them, Gossip about them, & Harbor grudges over past events.
3. Christians often act like a spoiled child rebelling against their Parents.

4. They act like sinful Israel grumbling against Moses and Aaron -  Ex. 16:8 
5. Elders are part of the body with us.

a. Eph. 4:4 – “There is one body”
b. I Cor. 12:25-27
C. Elders Wish The Church Would Recognize Responsibility For Faithfulness Is A Two-Way Street

1. Elders certainly have an obligation to know and shepherd the flock – As mentioned
2. The church has just as much responsibility toward the elders.

a. 1Th 5:12 - We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves.
3. Care for the elders and be thankful for them.

a. Would you be thankful for a soldier fighting for your physical lives?

· Be thankful for an elder fighting for your spiritual lives.
D. Elders Wish The Church Knew What The Job of an elder is.
1. Isa 40:11 - He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.
2. Their job is to love us and care for us.

a. Jas 2:8 - If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing well.
3. Elders understand their job, do we understand ours?
IV. Closing

A. Elders have a great responsibility in overseeing a church.

B. They do so knowing they will be held accountable.

C. They do so realizing the great responsibility.

D. In turn they wish:
1. We would give them the benefit of the doubt and trust in them.

2. We would recognize they are not our enemies.

3. We would remember faithfulness is a two way street

4. We knew what their job is.

E. What is it that draws men to be Elders?
1. Love
